FELLOWSHIP
HOLIDAY 2021

good news, great joy
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CHRISTMAS MUSICAL EVENT

CHRISTMAS EVE

Join us for a lovely evening full of seasonal

We are thrilled to be able to gather in-

music featuring three choirs. The children,

person this year to enjoy a special time of

youth and adults will unite to present one

worship on Christmas Eve. Plan to gather

musical that will honor Jesus and enhance

your family with your church family for

your holiday season! One Night Only!

this special service.

December 12 at 6:00 pm

December 24 at 6:00 pm
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ach year we reflect on the significance of Jesus’ birth during what is referred to as the Advent
season. The word “advent” comes from the Latin word “adventus” which is usually translated

“coming.” In the Gospel of Luke, we find four poems that are part of the birth narratives surrounding
the birth of Jesus. It’s a possibility they were set to music and sung as worship songs by the first Christians as expressions of their faith. Over the years, each poem was given a Latin title. Each one helps
us reflect more meaningfully on the message and meaning of Jesus coming into the world.

November 28

“The Magnificat”

Luke 1:46-55

December 5

“The Benedictus”

Luke 1:68-79

December 12

“The Gloria In Excelsis”

Luke 2:13-14

December 19

“The Nunc Dimittis”

Luke 2:25-32
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“F

or God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him

shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NIV)
Our God has a heart for the entire world. That means
He loves the entire world, it’s many nations, and all of
its many people groups in those countries.
Over the years, our congregation has collected special
offerings during the holiday season for a variety of projects, causes, and mission efforts. We’re excited about
this year’s Thanksgiving and Christmas offering which
we are calling Bless the Nations. As you know, God has
blessed us with an increasingly diverse congregation.
We have members and friends from many different
countries of the world which has enriched us in many
ways. Some of those countries are facing great problems and experiencing great need. For example, we
have heard a great deal recently about the struggles in
Haiti as well as a terrible accident that killed over a hundred people in Sierra Leone. Both countries are well
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represented in our church. We want to be a help and
blessing at the end of this year by meeting some kind of
spiritual or material need in these and other countries.

ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY
TO BE A BLESSING
Say “thank you” to retired pastors and
missionaries who have served ABCUSA

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN BE INVOLVED
1. Nominate Your Country of Origin.
If you are from another country originally and you
would like a portion of this offering to help meet some
kind of spiritual or material need there, let me know by
the end of this year. Once the total offering has been

churches and ministries through your
gift to the 2021 Retired Ministers
and Missionaries Offering.
Show your support and
give a gift using the RMMO
envelope or online today!

received, it will be divided among the nominated countries. In addition, if you know of a strong church, a
Christ-honoring ministry, or a reputable organization in
the country you nominate through which our gift could
be given, please also provide me with that information.
Please contact me by December 31 at
rbreusch@karlroadbaptist.org to nominate your
country of origin.
2. Give a Gift.
You are encouraged to give a gift anytime through the
end of this year. You can use the special offering envelope available in the pews or at the Welcome Center.

Our own former Pastor Swanson
and Kim Brown will benefit from
this offering!

You can also give online through our church’s website:
www.karlroadbaptist.org. Just tap on the “Give” tab at
the top of the home page and follow the prompts in
order to give your gift.

LET’S BLESS THE NATIONS IN JESUS’ NAME!

“GOD IS NOT UNJUST; HE WILL NOT FORGET YOUR WORK AND THE LOVE YOU HAVE
SHOWN HIM AS YOU HAVE HELPED HIS
PEOPLE AND CONTINUE TO HELP THEM. ”
HEBREWS 6:10
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PASTORAL SEARCH
I

t is important to keep you up to date

areas of focus for our new senior pastor. The

on the progress our Pastoral Search

church profile is nearly complete and we’ll

Team (PST) is making as we continue our jour-

soon move into “publishing” mode—adding

ney towards calling our next pastor.

photos and finishing touches before we begin

I’ll start with a recap of our timeline...

February 2021: team member nominations
were made and the formation process was
established by Pastor Rick, Randy Hochstetter
(then Church Moderator) and me

March 2021: nominations were approved by
Ministry Council and we held an introductory
meeting of the PST

April 2021: PST met formally for the first time
May-July 2021: held monthly PST meetings
August 2021: met twice for team building and
connecting with our American Baptist Churches-Ohio (ABC-OH) Consultant, Jane Gibbons

September-November 2021: working on a
“self-study” of KRBC and creating a Church
Profile

to share it with pastoral candidates.
The next step is to prepare our “Search
Request” information. This is akin to “posting”
a job position in the corporate world. We will
utilize ABC-OH for this and Jane Gibbons will
manage the process. All applicants will be
asked to submit applications through the ABC
personnel portal, whether they are affiliated
with the ABC or not.
We anticipate this search request information to be completed in early January, with
actual applications soon to follow. We have
already received a few inquiries from interested candidates and have informed them of this
process.
The Pastoral Search Team members are
your representatives and we encourage you
to ask questions of us at any time, we will pro-

The Church Profile is a document we are

vide as much information as we can. Please

creating to share with prospective pastoral

continue to pray for the PST, for Pastor Rick

candidates. Information gleaned from our self

and Cheryl as they prepare for their new jour-

-study will help to provide a clear picture of

ney, and for our next pastor, whom we be-

KRBC for those candidates. We invited you to

lieve God has already identified.

provide input about our core values and will
list those values in the profile along with information about demographics, worship style,
regular offerings, ministry priorities, and other

Looking forward (Philippians 3:13-14),
Jeff Lashley
PST Chair
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Ahmed Lamin-Bangura

FN: Tell us about your hobbies.
Ahmed: I love football, basketball,
soccer and playing cards.
FN: What is a favorite worship song?
Ahmed: I love the song God, You’re

so good.
FN: What is a spiritual gift others have
recognized in you?
Ahmed: I have the gift of helping
those in need.
FN: What is a favorite Bible verse?
Ahmed: Psalm 23
FN: Tell us about your family.

FN: What do you thank God for?

Ahmed: My family is from Sierra Leo-

Ahmed: I am so thankful for good

ne, west Africa. We moved to Ameri-

health and

can in the early 90’s due to the Civil

prosperity.

War in our country.
FN: How do you need God’s help?
FN: How long have you been at KRBC?

Ahmed: I would like the Lord to help

Ahmed: I’ve been attending for about

me grow in faith and to read more of

7 months now.

his word.

FN: What do you love about KRBC?

FN: Ahmed is a faithful member of

Ahmed: I love how welcoming the

our Welcome Team—when you see

church is and how the members

him greeting at the front door or ush-

make you feel,

ering on Sunday, say hello!

The Lord
is my
shepherd,
I lack nothing.
He makes me
lie down in
green pastures,
he leads me
beside
quiet waters,
he refreshes
my soul.
He guides
me along
the
right paths
for his
name’s sake.
Even though
I walk
through the
darkest valley,
I will fear
no evil,
for you are
with me;
your rod and
your staff,
they comfort me.
You prepare
a table
before me in
the presence of
my enemies.
You anoint my
head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely your
goodness and
love will follow me
all the days
of my life,
and I will dwell
in the house
of the Lord
forever.
PSALM 23
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Karl Road Baptist Church
5750 Karl Road
Columbus, Ohio 43229

As has been our tradition at KRBC, we participated
in Operation Christmas Child this year. Thanks to
those of you who participated in this ministry to
bless children around the globe. We collected
more than 100 boxes. The best part of this ministry
is that, along with the small gifts children get to
hear about Jesus, they’ll learn that he is the greatest gift ever given! Please pray that this message of hope will land on softened hearts and that God will use our small gifts as a part of his work of
transforming lives. Pray with us that entire towns, villages, and communities
will know the power of Jesus Christ and come to salvation in him
An exciting addition to our partnership with Samaritan’s Purse this year was
that we got to serve as a collection site for the central Ohio area. During one
week in November we had volunteers on duty to receive boxes from churches and individuals. We met people at the front door, collected their filled
boxes, and packed them into larger collection boxes to prepare them for the
next step on their journey around the world. What a joy it was to meet people from our community who had generously prepared gifts just as we had
and shared our desire to bless children.
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