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THERE IS
A KING

There is a King seated among us
Let every heart receive Him now
Where there is praise, He will inhabit
There will be grace and mercy all around
Every burden will be lifted in His presence
Every trophy will be laid down at His feet
There is a name that reigns above all others
Jesus Christ, the King above all kings
Unto the Lamb, honor and glory
Worthy is He who overcame
Buried in shame, risen in power
He is alive and the stone is rolled away
All our worship will belong to Him forever
Death is conquered, and our Savior holds the keys
There is a name that reigns above all others
Jesus Christ, the King above all kings
It won't be long, we will behold Him
And every tear, He'll wipe away
We'll be at home, the war will be over
Soon we will meet our Savior face to face
And every burden will be lifted in His presence
Every trophy will be laid down at His feet

There is a name that reigns above all others
Jesus Christ, the King above all kings
And all our worship will belong to You forever
Holy, holy, for all eternity
Yours is the name that reigns above all others
Jesus Christ, the King above all kings
Jesus Christ, the King above all kings
by Elevation Worship

Who could have guessed a Jewish prophet named
Isaiah living some 700 years before the birth of Jesus would so accurately describe His suffering on
the cross? Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 is like a portrait of
Jesus before He even came. It provides a Holy
Spirit-inspired description of what Jesus did at the
cross.

February 21 I “The Messiah Will Surprise You” I Isaiah 52:13-15
February 28 l “The Messiah Will Offend You” l Isaiah 53:1-3
March 7 l “The Messiah Will Deliver You” l Isaiah 53:4-6
March 14 l “The Messiah Will Suffer With You” l Isaiah 53:7-9
March 21 l “The Messiah Will Win For You” l Isaiah 53:10-12

LENTEN
MESSAGE
SERIES
“A Portrait Of Jesus Before He Came”
by Pastor Rick

LOOKING AHEAD
I wonder if you delight in change or would
prefer to avoid it all together? One study, by
Psychologist Jim Bright, revealed that 1 in 3
people would avoid change if they could. He
also found that two thirds of people said that
uncertainty about the future is worrisome. I
admit that it is my nature to be one of those
30% who would prefer to avoid change and I
have a tendency to worry about future uncertainties.
God knows us, he created
us. He is not surprised by
our penchant for control
and worry. There are so
many verses from Scripture that remind us to not
fear and not to give in to
worry. Here is just one of
those verses from Deuteronomy 31:8 “The Lord himself goes before you and
will be with you; He will
never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged.”
Early this year, Pastor Rick
announced his retirement
in a letter to the church
family. Here is an excerpt
from that letter:

home in a new city. On the other hand you
may be sad to see them go and feel some uncertainty about the future of Karl Road Baptist Church. It’s okay. It’s going to be okay.
Our church is under Jesus’ perfect care. He
will provide what is needed and who is needed at just the right time. Jesus said, “I will
build my church, and the gates of hell will not
prevail against it.” We can rest in him.
Pastor Rick went on to say:

“I will instruct you
and teach you in
the way you should
go; I will counsel
you with my loving
eye on you.”
Psalm 32:8

It’s hard for me to believe I have come to the
place in my life and ministry journey where I
am writing this letter to you. I am announcing my retirement from pastoral ministry
effective no later than October 1, 2022. The
exact date may vary depending on when my
successor is ready to assume my current role.
It is very likely that you have mixed emotions
about this announcement. On one hand you
are excited for Pastor Rick and Cheryl as they
joyfully move to a new season and a new

The next step will be the
recruitment of a pastoral
search team made up of
church members. The selection process will be
overseen and approved by
the Ministry Council. At
some point in the future,
the pastoral search team
will present a qualified
candidate to the church for
consideration as your next
Pastor. The positive vote
of the congregation will
constitute a call to that individual.

The very first step has
been taken in recruiting a
person to lead the pastoral
search team. We are thankful to the Lord for
calling Jeff Lashley to that position. Jeff will
work with Randy Hochstetter, our Church
Moderator and Pastor Rick over the next couple of months to build the search team.
I invite you to pray for those men to have the
wisdom of the Lord as they build the team.
Pray even now for the search team as a
whole to be unified, to plug into the strength
they have in the Holy Spirit, and to have wisdom from God.

Joyce Merchant

Mark Large

Trust in the Lord with all your
heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways
submit to him, and he will make
your paths straight.

My Father, who has given them to
me, is greater than all: no one can
snatch them out of my Father’s
hand.
John 10:29

Randy Hochstetter

The cover photo
is of a session of
Morning Devotions on Zoom.
One morning,
we shared our
favorite verses
with one another. Enjoy reading some of the
Scriptures
shared that
morning.

Now faith is confidence in what
we hope for and assurance about
what we do not see.
Hebrews 11:1

Johnson Igbekoyi
In fact, this is love for God: to
keep his commands. And his
commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of
God overcomes the world. This is
the victory that has overcome the
world, even our faith.
I John 5:3-4

Ron Stults
Humble yourselves, therefore,
under God’s mighty hand, that he
may lift you up in due time. Cast
all your anxiety on him because
he cares for you.
1 Peter 5:6-7

Julie Large

Carol Stults
For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.
Romans 8:38-39

Do not merely listen to the word,
and so deceive yourselves. Do
what it says. Anyone who listens
to the word but does not do what
it says is like someone who looks
at his face in a mirror and, after
looking at himself, goes away and
immediately forgets what he
looks like. But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that
gives freedom, and continues in
it—not forgetting what they have
heard, but doing it—they will be
blessed in what they do.
James 1: 22-25

GOD IS
TRUE
TO HIS
WORD

We are blessed by the presence of men and
women in our church family who have lived a
lot of life. Their years of walking with Jesus
through good and hard times has developed
in them wisdom, patience, endurance, and
grace in abundance. God uses them to encourage and equip those following in their footsteps.
The Bible tells us to “Remember the days of
old; consider the generations long past. Ask
your father and he will tell you, your elders,
and they will explain to you “(Deuteronomy
32:7). There is much to be gleaned from those
who have gone before us. The stories they tell
of the Lord’s faithfulness are for our encouragement and a testimony to God’s work in this
world.
Over the last year we’ve all experienced what it
is like to be homebound. This has given us valuable insight into what it might be like for
those in our community who are older and
rarely able to get out and about even in non-

pandemic times. A friendly phone call, a visit,
or a card in the mail is such a gift when your
interactions beyond your own home are limited!
Our Director of Congregational Care, Beth Ash,
oversees a team of people who regularly care
for the homebound members of our church
family. Thirty-one names populate that list and
a dozen or so volunteers make it their ministry
to connect with each of them regularly.
Laurie Huston is one of those faithful volunteers. I asked Laurie to share some of the highlights of her ministry. Here is how she answered the question.

One of the highlights is feeling that I am doing
a ministry for the Lord. God wants us to love
one another and to be there for each other.
The visits are a bridge from our church to the
homebound. It is a way of showing them that
they are important and that we love them. I
have been visiting for ten years and have loved
every minute of it. This past year with COVID19, visiting has been a challenge. I'm trusting
that things will improve in the next 6
months. God gives us hope. Romans 15:13
says "Now may the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace in believing, so that you will
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit."
Very often we find that when we serve others
in the name of the Lord, we receive more than
we give. The sheer fact that our efforts honor
God and bless another person leaves us with
lasting joy. I asked Laurie to share how God
has blessed her through her ministry.

I am encouraged as I have watched them adjust to life changes. Many of those I visit have
dealt with serious health issues, loss of loved
ones, and moving out of their homes into a
retirement
center
or
a
relative's
home. Knowing that God loves us and is always with us enables us to adjust. The homebound are prayer warriors and pray for me
and the church. They add purpose to my life
and I am honored to have them as friends.
Using our gifts and investing our time and energy in serving others is good for us and good

for those we serve. It is also true that we often
experience God and learn more about his
character as we embrace the work of ministry.
I asked Laurie what she has learned about God
through her time with her homebound
friends.

I have learned that even in very difficult times
God is true to his word. He gives joy and peace
as it is written in Philippians 4: 6-7 “Do not be
anxious about anything, but in every situation,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of
God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.” and John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you;
my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”
I am part of the legacy that these faithful souls
leave at Karl Road Baptist Church and count it
a privilege to walk the path they have carved
out in our church and community. I am grateful to the Lord for them and for the team of
people, like Laurie, who honor them today!

Laurie is pictured
here with her
friend,
Dorothy
Bowser.
Laurie
shared this about
Dorothy.

Dorothy Bowser is
98
years
young. She is in
good health but
she has had to
deal with losses
including the loss of her husband and two
daughters. When her daughter Becky became
ill, Dorothy had to move in with one of her
sons. God has been with her and her faith has
helped her adjust with these difficult life
changes. Dorothy has a loving family and
knows she has much to be thankful for. Our
visits include sharing, praising God, crying,
praying and just enjoying each other. Dorothy's address is: 13274 Olive Green Road, Sunbury, OH 43074. She would be delighted to
hear from you!

BELONGING

Three words sum up why we do what we do at
KRBC—belonging, becoming, and building. We
want every person who walks through the doors
of our church to feel as though they belong. First
and foremost we want them to know they can
belong with God through Christ. Secondly we
hope they gain a sense of fitting in or feeling as
though they are an important member of the
church family.

getting to know some people they hadn’t known
before. Others have been moved to pray for
needs of those in their groups. A few leaders reported how those they spoke with were so thankful for the call and encouraged by the opportunity
to connect. There are a couple of groups in which
the members are interested in connecting not
just with the leader, but the other group members as well. Good things are happening!

The pandemic has certainly limited our ability to
really connect in companionship and community
that we need. The formation of Belonging Groups
is one way we are being intentional about helping
one another maintain those relationships within
KRBC that help us know we are loved.

Belonging Groups will be in action at least
through Easter, so don’t miss out on your chance
to stay connected!

There are twenty-two Belonging Groups being
led by staff and volunteers. Each leader reaches
out to 8-10 families or individuals every week or
so. Leaders have shared that they have enjoyed

”Belonging to God is our deepest need, and yet
God himself calls creation and life without human companionship and community “not
good” (Gen. 2:18).
thegospelcoalition.org/article/search-belonging/

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Walter & Diane Bayley

FN: Tell us about your family.
W & D: We have a son, Jeffrey and daughter, Stefanie.
Jeffrey is married to our daughter-in-law, Nicole
and they have given us grandchildren Joshua, Bentley
and Annabella.
FN: How long have you been attending KRBC?
W & D: Since 1990
FN: What do you love most about the church?
W & D: The many ministry opportunities
FN: What are you involved in within the church?
W: I’m in a triad and on the audio team
D: I’m in a triad, serve on video team, choir, and do special music
FN: What is a bible verse that encourages you in your
marriage?
W & D: Eph 4:32 “Be kind and compassionate to one
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”
FN: What is one of your favorite worship songs?
W: Joy by For King and Country
D: Ever Lasting God by Lincoln Brewster
FN: What was one of your favorite vacations together?
W & D: For our 25th Anniversary we took a cruise to Key
West Florida, Cayman Islands and Jamaica
FN: What is something you are thankful for this
month?
W: Employment
D: God’s faithfulness during these difficult times

Thanks to Walter & Diane for
their commitment to helping
to livestream
services over the last year!

A note of tha
Dear Pastor Rick , Thank you so
much for helping my mom,
Carolyn Bachman. She is so
blessed to have the church always looking out for her. —

Sandra Farquhar

Dear church family, Paul and I
want to thank the church for all
the Christmas cards the church
family sent us, plus the Christmas CD and the bag of goodies. We miss going to church
so much and hope we can attend soon. —Paul and Rose-

mary Vestal

KRBC, Thank you so much for
the extra financial gift at Christmas time. We greatly appreciate it! Thank you also for your
faithful financial and prayer
support throughout the
year. Both are very much
needed whether we are traveling extensively as in
“normal” years or traveling
much less during a COVID19 year! —Beth & Steve Ervin
KRBC & Friends, Knowing
you’re there to cheer me on is
making things so much easier. Thank you to Tom & Carole
Reynolds, Scott & Sandy Brader, Paul & Sandy Baldridge,

Elaine Taylor, Mark & Julie
Large, Ron & Carol Stults, Doug
& Donna Lambert, Jo Ellen
Landman, and Lew & Beth
Ash. Thank you for your heart
felt cards and wishes, also the little gifts. —

Donna Stephens

To My
Church Family, Thank you for
all the ways you showed me
Jesus’ love this Christmas. It
has meant so much to me. It is
my prayer that the
new year will bring us times
when we can fellowship together. I miss all of you. Love to all.

—Creida Lahut

Hi Pam & Church Family, I’m
enjoying watching Pastor Rick’s
sermons. Stay strong in the
Lord. —Michael Gautier

Dear Church Family, Thank
you so much for your prayers, cards and planter. I sincer
ely appreciate it. It
is comforting to know that our
family is being thought of
and lifted up in prayer. —Anita

Keesecker

Dear Friends at KRBC, you have
helped to make

anks
my Christmas and holidays
very pleasant! Your meaningful cards, notes and calls
make me feel the Love of Jesus. Sending the SS quarterly,
the Daily Bread, the Monthly
Newsletter make me feel connected to my church. May God
bless all who are helping in His
Ministry. Grace and Peace. —

Corene Grube

Dear KRBC family and friends,
Thank you to the Branches
Sunday School Class for the
Christmas cards. We also
thank you for the personalized
messages of hope. Prayers for
us are appreciated. Love in
Christ —Kirk & Nancy Gay
Dear Friends, We sincerely
thank our KRBC friends for the
uplifting messages and
cards plus treats for us during
December. We felt blessed and
we thank each of you. Gratefully, —Martin & Mary Slane
Dear Church Family, Thank you for the bundle of
beautiful Christmas cards and
Christmas bags full of good
things. I found the bags full of
love and care that touched my
heart. Thanks to all who pre-

pared and delivered Christmas joy to me. Praying God’s
sweetest blessings for all this
new year. —Louise Carnes
Dear Pastor and church family,
thank you so much for the
lovely plant and the many
beautiful cards with words of
encouragement. They meant
so much to me. Thank you for
all your help in making Becky’s
memorial service a celebration
of her life. Gratefully with Love

—Dorothy Bowser

Dear Pastor Rick and KRBC
Staff, During this time of Covid,
David and I are faithfully
“attending” online. We want
ALL of you to know how much
we appreciate everything you
do. We can only imagine the
amount of planning, preparation, set-up, and organization
that goes into keeping KRBC
open and serving others during
this unique time. We are so
blessed to be a part of a caring
family of believers. In deepest
gratitude —David and Judy

Summers

To My Church Family, I want to
thank so many of you that
emailed condolences and your

phone calls, expressing your
care for the loss of my granddaughter’s husband. I felt your
prayers and pray that my
granddaughter felt them
too. We have the most wonderful, caring church family and I
can't wait until I get my vaccine
and able to be back to church. I
miss your hugs. God Bless You
All and Thank You Again, With
Love in Jesus —Flora Scono
Karl Road Baptist Church,
Thank you so much for partnering with PEARLS in Haiti
through prayer and financial
support! Thousands of nutritious, locally sourced meals
were served to children in Bonnette, Haiti thanks to your generosity. —Rachel Mills
Karl Road Baptist Church,
Thank you so much for your
heart for missions and for you
investment in Eastern Europe
with Cru. I am particularly
thankful for your gift this year
for many reasons. May God
bless you as a church. —

Koraljna de Carina Cru Croatia

Karl Road Baptist Church
5750 Karl Road
Columbus, Ohio 43229

What were Jesus’ last words? Contrary to
what some may think, they were not the
words He spoke on the cross before He
died for us. The real last words of Jesus are
found in several accounts recorded in the
New Testament after His resurrection. They were encounters the risen Jesus
had with individuals or different groups of
people before He ascended back to Heaven. What Jesus said shines a much needed
light on the impact of the risen Jesus upon
our lives for today.

Spring Message Series
April 18-June 13

