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WHEN JESUS COMES, YOU SEE HIS GREATNESS                              JOHN 1:14-18 
 
Have you heard this statement – “Don’t just stand there; do something”?  When it 
comes to understanding the real significance of Christmas Day, however, the exact 
opposite might be more appropriate.  In other words:  “Don’t just do something: stand 
there!”  Perhaps the best thing you can do this Friday on Christmas Day is to stand in 
quiet stillness and praise God for the gift of His Son with your own words in your own 
way.  Don’t do anything.  Instead, stand in wonder.  Stand in praise.  Stand in awe of 
this God who set aside an eternal majesty we can’t comprehend and clothed Himself in 
human flesh.  Stand in amazement at what His birth signifies for your life and mine 
today and every day.  As followers of Jesus, we rightly proclaim Him to be “the reason 
for the season.”  So, don’t just do something: stand there! 
 
We’ve been reflecting on the first eighteen verses of the Gospel of John this Advent 
season.  John was one of Jesus’ original twelve disciples.  It’s his version of the 
Christmas story.  It’s very different than the stories of Jesus we find in Matthew and 
Luke.  No angels, no shepherds, no wise men, no mention of Mary or Joseph.  Be that 
as it may, you may not be able to find another portion of God’s Word that’s as full of 
explaining why Jesus came and what happens when He comes.  Today I conclude our 
study of what’s referred to as the Prologue to John’s Gospel by considering vv. 14-18.  
When Jesus comes, you and I see His greatness.  That greatness has such profound 
implications for our lives.  I see four essential truths about Jesus based on those verses 
we just read.  First, let’s … 
 
OBSERVE JESUS’ HUMANITY. 
 
“So the Word became human and made his home among us.” (Jo. 1:14 NLT)  John 
underlined the humanity of Jesus right there.  Several weeks ago when we considered 
vv. 1-3, we saw clearly that John believed Jesus to be God.  “In the beginning the Word 
already existed.  The Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (Jo. 1:1 NLT)  But 
here in v. 14, John was just as emphatic about Jesus’ humanity.  Notice the careful 
parallels John made in vv. 1 and 14:  (a) The Word was; the Word became.  (b) The 
Word is in God’s presence; the Word is also among us. (c) The Word is God; the Word 
became human.  Jesus being both God and human was and is equally important. 
 
Why?  So what if Jesus was and is fully human?  What difference does it make to your 
life today?  Here’s three answers.  One, because Jesus is human, God knows exactly 
what’s it’s like to be a human being.  Jesus got tired, disappointed, and misunderstood 
by others. Jesus was betrayed by friends, suffered pain, and endured heartache.  Jesus 
experienced joy, sorrow, trials, temptations, loss, gain, frustration and success just like 
all of us.  We can’t ever point a finger at God and say, “You don’t know what’s it’s like 
here on Earth.”  He does know fully and completely.  The Bible underlines the 
importance of this truth.  “This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he 
faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin.  So let us come boldly to the 
throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to 
help us when we need it most.” (Heb. 4:15-16 NLT)  Because Jesus is human, you have 
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even more reason to bring to Him every need, every worry, every defeat, and every 
temptations.  Jesus understands all of that and more. 
 
Two, because Jesus is human, we have an example of what living a life that pleases 
God looks like.  So, what kind of person pleases God, you ask.  What does it take to 
please God?  Read about Jesus in the Bible.  Get to know Jesus.  The more you 
understand how Jesus faced every day life, now He handled certain situations, and how 
He interacted with people, the more you’ll see a pattern, a model, a template, and an 
example for yourself.  You’ll get the best direction possible on living a life pleasing to 
God when you keep the eyes of your heart focused squarely on Jesus. 
 
Three, because Jesus is human, He could die.  That might sound kind of bizarre.  It’s an 
uncomfortable, but necessary truth.  God can’t die.  But because God became human in 
the person of Jesus, He was able then to die on the cross.  That made it possible for 
Him to pay the penalty of death for your sin and mine.  If God the Son hadn’t become 
human in Jesus, you would never know forgiveness of your sins.  Your life would lack 
any purpose.  You couldn’t have the Holy Spirit living inside you providing guidance.  
You wouldn’t go to Heaven when you die.  No one would.  The single most profound 
and precious reason Jesus came into the world as a baby that first Christmas was, 
frankly, to grow up and die.  At the cross, Jesus became our substitute.  When Jesus 
comes, you see His greatness.  Part of that greatness is His humanity.  Second, let’s… 
 
OBSERVE JESUS’ GLORY. 
 
“So the Word became human and made his home among us.  He was full of unfailing 
love and faithfulness.  And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and 
only Son.”  (Jo. 1:14 NLT)  “Glory” – there’s a word we don’t use everyday!  It goes back 
to an Old Testament word – a Hebrew word – “shekinah.”  “Shekinah” refers to a visible 
manifestation of God He gave to the people of Israel.  God appeared to them in the form 
of a dense cloud full of light.  This cloud hovered over the Israelites place of worship – 
first the Tabernacle out in the wilderness and then, later on, the Temple in Jerusalem.  
The “shekinah” was the glory of God – His visible presence among His people.  John 
used that word to describe Jesus.  Why?  Because Jesus was the ultimate, literal, 
physical, and visible manifestation of God on Earth. 
 
Here’s something else that’s interesting.  That word in v. 14 – “home” or “dwelling” 
literally means “to pitch a tent” or “to make a tabernacle.” It was the word for tabernacle 
in the OT – that first worship center for the Jewish people.  The Tabernacle was 
basically a big tent where God actually lived among His people in the form of this dense, 
cloud full of light – the shekinah.  The Tabernacle was also the place where animal 
sacrifices were offered to take away the sins of the people.  John suggested that the OT 
Tabernacle was actually a symbol of Jesus.  It pointed to who Jesus is and what He 
would do.  In Jesus, God Himself dwells with human beings.  In Jesus, we see the glory 
– the shekinah – of God.  Jesus is the literal and ultimate manifestation of God Himself.  
Likewise, in Jesus, your sins and mine are removed because He sacrificed Himself on 
the cross.  He now lives in you day by day, moment by moment, forever and ever. 
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Here’s what’s so amazing about this truth.  God actually wants to know you.  God wants 
to settle down and live with you.  God wants to do more than just drop by for a visit.  He 
wants to move into our lives and have an on-going, every day, and eternal relationship 
with us through His Son, Jesus.  This is why Christmas is so wonderful!  God wants a 
relationship with you so much that He sent Emmanuel – “God with us” – into the world.  
John – the author of this Gospel – also wrote the book of Revelation – the last book in 
the Bible.  There he shared a vision of the far future where God’s people will enjoy an 
eternity of fellowship with God.  Here’s part of what John saw.  “I heard a loud shout 
from the throne, saying, ‘Look, God’s home is now among his people!  He will live with 
them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them.  He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these 
things are gone forever.’”  (Rev. 21:3-4 NLT)  All that began at Christmas.  God wants to 
have an eternal relationship with you even more than you want to have that with Him!  
And that’s your destiny as His child. 
 
There’s a story about a man who was feeling quite sorry for himself when he boarded 
his flight because he’d been assigned a middle seat.  He hated sitting in the middle 
seat!  Squashed.  Uncomfortable.  Trapped.  As other passengers were coming down 
the aisle, he greeted an old friend who dropped down in the still empty aisle seat right 
next to him for a quick chat.  A few minutes later a voice came over the public address 
system.  “If Mr. Harry Somer is aboard, would he please identify himself.”  The man’s 
friend raised his hand.  A flight attendant said, “Mr. Somer, your ticket is in first class 
today.  Don’t you want to come and take your seat in the forward cabin?”  He 
responded, “No, thanks, I’d rather stay right here with my first-class friend.”  The man in 
the middle seat smiled at the compliment.  Several passengers overheard and 
applauded.  The attendant left and came back a short time later.  “Mr. Somer, the main 
cabin is full today, but there’s plenty of room in first class.  Won’t you come up and take 
your seat and bring your first-class friend with you?”  And that’s exactly what they did!   
 
In a far greater way, Jesus did that for you.  He left “first-class” and came to where you 
were sitting in your very unpleasant place.  One day He will take you to be with Him in 
the best place in the universe – a place especially prepared for you.  God wants you.  
You matter to Him.  God desires a relationship with you that lasts forever.  Christmas 
can mean different things to different people.  It should be a season of great joy when 
we rejoice in the precious relationship we have with God Himself, with our spiritual 
family, and with our physical family.  But sometimes even God’s people struggle with 
feelings of loneliness, insignificance, and lack of personal value.  Brother or sister, the 
God of the Universe who revealed Himself to us as our Heavenly Father, as well as the 
Eternal Son of God who took on human flesh in Jesus, as well as the Comforter 
Himself, the Holy Spirit of God – this great, awesome Triune God – wants to take up 
residence in your life.  He wants to move in!  Indwell you.  Know you.  Love you.  
Cherish you.  Pour out His grace upon you.  Give you a place of service in His Kingdom.  
When you get a hold of that truth – or better yet when it gets a hold of you – it is indeed 
joy unspeakable and full of glory.  When Jesus comes you see His greatness.  A part of 
that greatness is His glory, but here’s a third great truth about Him here.  Let’s… 
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OBSERVE JESUS’ UNIQUENESS. 
 
“So the Word became human and made his home among us.  He was full of unfailing 
love and faithfulness.  And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and 
only Son….  No one has ever seen God.  But the unique One, who is himself God, is 
near to the Father’s heart.  He has revealed God to us.”  (Jo. 1:14, 18 NLT)  That 
phrase “one and only” and the word “unique” there also point to the fact Jesus was and 
is especially loved by God the Father.  Some of you parents have only one child.  He or 
she enjoys an absolutely unique place in your heart, right?  Likewise, no one enjoys a 
closer relationship with God the Father than God the Son.  He is “near to the Father’s 
heart.”  Absolute trust.  Peace.  Acceptance.  Understanding.  Love.  God the Father 
and God the Son have enjoyed that kind of relationship for all eternity.  Jesus has 
always been and always will be the Father’s “one and only.”  He is forever unique.   
 
Can you think of anyone better than Jesus, then, to tell us exactly what His Father is 
like?  John said here, “For the law was given through Moses, but God’s unfailing love 
and faithfulness came through Jesus Christ.” (Jo. 1:17 NLT)  Moses was the most 
important historical and spiritual leader for the Jewish people, but John boldly 
announced here that Jesus was and is vastly superior to Moses or anyone else.  Jesus 
is God.  Jesus has seen God the Father.  Jesus is the One and Only.  He is unique.  
Jesus has provided the ultimate and unique revelation of God. Yes, the Old Testament 
Law that came through Moses was certainly from God, but the revelation of God found 
in Jesus, the picture of God provided by Jesus, the understanding of God presented by 
Jesus was and is superior.  It’s absolutely unique.   
 
Why is it so important that Jesus be seen as unique – as the One and Only?  It will 
forever change how you experience God.  God is no longer a remote stranger.  No 
longer just an unknowable Supreme Being.  Not some harsh tyrant after all.   God is a 
Father with a heart full of unconquerable and inexhaustible love for us, His children.  
God is love and faithfulness personified.  Grace and mercy made real.  Not only does 
He know everything that can be known about you, but His love and compassion towards 
you is beyond measure.   
 
I once heard about a child who got a very bad knot in one of her shoelaces.  She tried 
and tried to untie that knot with no success.  Finally, in total frustration, she went to her 
father and said, “Daddy, will you please get this knot out of my shoe?  I’m gonna go out 
and play!”  That little girl ran off while her father was pleased to meet that simple need in 
his child’s life.  My friend, do you have a knot that’s got your life tied up in some 
impossible way today?  Are you feeling frustrated, defeated, exasperated?  Getting 
knots out of your life is a very simple task for your Heavenly Father.  May I invite you to 
come to your Father today and say, in so many words, “Father God, here is this knot n 
my life.  Would you please untie it?  In the meantime, I’m gonna go out and live my life!”  
Because of Jesus’ uniqueness, God can never be a stranger to you or a tyrant to you 
ever again.  When Jesus comes, you see His greatness.  Part of that greatness is His 
uniqueness.  A fourth truth to consider.  Let’s… 
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OBSERVE JESUS’ ABUNDANCE. 
 
“He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness….  From his abundance we have all 
received one gracious blessing after another.” (Jo. 1:14,16 NLT)  What is Jesus full of? 
What does He possess in abundance?  John said the sum total of God – as impossible 
to measure as that is – all that’s found in Jesus.  We’re told here Jesus is full of God’s 
unfailing love or grace.  What’s “grace” again?  It’s God’s undeserved, unearned, and 
unachievable love for us.  You can’t buy it, deserve it, or earn it.  It’s always and forever 
a gift.  It’s the gift of God Himself.  Jesus was and is also the embodiment of 
faithfulness.  He will never leave you or forsake you.  He will never let you down or fail 
you.  He will always tell you the truth about God, about life, and about yourself.   
 
Jesus is full or abundant.  Why is that important?  First, it means Jesus will never run 
out of anything you ever need.  You can never exhaust His resources.  What do you 
need today?  Forgiveness.  Jesus is abundantly full of forgiveness. Courage to face 
life’s demands and pressures? Jesus is abundantly full of courage.  Guidance for your 
life as this year ends and a new one begins?  Jesus is abundantly full of guidance.  
Comfort and encouragement as you face life’s challenges?  Jesus is abundantly full of 
strength and encouragement.  Jesus can never come up empty.   He’s abundantly full. 
 
Second, what Jesus gives keeps on growing.  Fullness implies something that just 
keeps on expanding abundantly.  “From his abundance we have all received one 
gracious blessing after another.”  (Jo. 1:16 NLT)  Other translations put it like this:  
“From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another.”  (Jo. 
1:16 NIV)  “We all live off his generous bounty, gift after gift after gift.” (MSG)  God’s 
grace and love overflows, accumulates, gets added to, builds upon itself.  God’s grace 
gets bigger, richer, deeper, and fuller in your life with each day that passes.  I’ve had the 
joy of visiting some of the most beautiful places in our own country and in other parts of 
the world.  When you visit a beautiful place, you think at that moment what you’re 
seeing can’t possibly be surpassed.  But then you take another trip and you see 
something new that’s maybe even more beautiful than what you’d experienced 
previously.  Knowing Jesus is like that.  The more you know Jesus and the longer you 
know Him, the more beautiful and wonderful He becomes.  His abundance grows. 
 
Third, Jesus’ abundance somehow or other gets passed along to us.  You can actually 
partake of His fullness.  The Bible says, “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in 
bodily form, and in Christ you have been brought to fullness.” (Col. 2:9-10 NIV)  Now 
when that happens – partaking of His fullness or abundance – everything changes.  
Part of Jesus’ greatness is His abundance – His fullness – and that changes everything.   
 
Bret Harte wrote a popular story entitled “The Luck of Roaring Camp.”  Roaring Camp 
had the reputation of being the meanest, the toughest, and the roughest mining town in 
all of the Old West.  More murders, more thefts, more human cussedness.  It was a 
wretched place inhabited entirely by men and just one woman who tried to take care of 
all of them.  Her name was Cherokee Sal.  She died while giving birth to a baby.  At 
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first, the men took the baby, a boy, and put him in a box with some old rags under and 
over him.  But when they looked at him and the box he was in, they decided that just 
didn’t look right.  So, they sent one of the men on an 80 mile trip to buy a cradle made 
out of rosewood and bring it back to Roaring Camp.  Once the cradle was put in place, 
the miners put the rags and the baby into it.  But then the rags looked really out of 
place.  So another miner was sent off to Sacramento.  He came back with some 
beautiful silk and lace blankets.  Once again the baby boy was put in the rosewood 
cradle but now with silk and lace surrounding him instead of rags. 
 
All this seemed well and good until someone happened to notice that the floor of the 
cabin where the baby was kept was really filthy.  Those hardened, tough miners got 
down on their hands and knees. They scrubbed that floor until it was spotlessly clean.  
Of course, once that chore was complete, the walls, the ceiling, and the dirty windows 
without curtains looked worse than terrible.  So, the men washed down the walls, the 
ceilings, and the windows.  They also put proper curtains on the windows.  Finally, 
things were beginning to look as they thought they should look.  But the men realized 
some of their behaviors needed changing, too.  For example, they had to give up a lot of 
their fighting, because babies sleep a lot, and babies can’t sleep during a brawl!   
 
The whole atmosphere of Roaring Camp began to change gradually.  The miners liked 
to take the baby boy outside and set him by the entrance to the mine in his rosewood 
cradle so they could see him when they came up out of the mine.  But then somebody 
realized the mine entrance was a dirty, ugly place, so they planted flowers and made a 
very nice garden there.  It looked quite beautiful when it was done.  Some of the men 
brought the little boy shiny little stones they’d found down in the mine.  But when they 
reached down to give him the stones to play with, their hands looked so dirty next to his.  
So pretty soon the general store was all sold out of soap, shampoo, and shaving stuff.  
What’s the point of the story?  How the baby changed everything.   
 
In a far greater and more important way, the babe of Bethlehem changed everything.  
And He still does.  When Jesus comes, you see His greatness for all that it is.  You see 
His humanity, His glory, His uniqueness, and His abundance.  And as you observe and 
experience Jesus’ greatness, God begins a never ending process of change and 
transformation in your life.  Change for the good.  Change that’s eternal.  Change that 
gets you ready to live in Heaven forever with the God of the Universe.  The baby 
changed and changes everything.  When Jesus comes, you see His greatness. 


