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WHEN JESUS COMES, YOU GET WHAT REALLY MATTERS               JOHN 1:10-13 
 
There’s an old story about a king who wanted to honor a servant who had distinguished 
himself in a remarkable way.  “Ask whatever you want and I will give it to you,” the king 
offered.  The servant thought to himself, “If I ask to become a general in the king’s army, 
I’ll be made one.  If I ask for half of the kingdom, I’ll be given it.  But, instead, I’ll ask for 
something to which all those other things can be added in time.”  So that shrewd 
servant said to the king, “Please, sir, give me your daughter as my wife.”  That made the 
servant an heir to all the kingdom’s wealth and honor both then and also in the future.  
Getting a gift from a king is great.  Being the king’s heir is even better! 
 
Jesus came into the world to make you a child of God.  As a child of God, you become 
an heir to all God the Father possesses – an inheritance it will take all of eternity to 
discover and enjoy.  This Advent season we’re reflecting together on the first eighteen 
verses of John 1.  We’re asking the question, “What happens when Jesus comes?”  
Two weeks ago, we remembered that when Jesus comes, God Himself comes.  Last 
week, we reflected on the truth that when Jesus comes, you find your purpose.  Now, 
today, I invite you to consider v. 10-13 with me.  Those verses tell us that when Jesus 
comes, you and I get what really matters.  What do we get when Jesus comes? 
 
I GET THE GREATEST EXPERIENCE IN ALL THE WORLD. 
 
I submit to you that being born again spiritually is the single greatest experience that 
can happen to a human being this side of Heaven.  “But to all who believed him and 
accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God.  They are reborn—not with 
a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God.” 
(Jo. 1:12-13 NLT)  Now before we think about being born again, let’s take a moment 
and reflect on an important distinction John made in those verses.  What did he say 
about Jesus?  “He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize 
him.  He came to his own people, and even they rejected him.” (Jo. 1:10-11 NLT)  Some 
people receive Jesus, but others reject Him.  Some people belong to Jesus, others 
don’t.  What’s the essential difference between those two groups of people?  What they 
do with Jesus.  The family you’re born into, your racial or ethnic identity, your 
educational level, or your economic status – all those are meaningless to God.  Yes, all 
that’s very important on a human level, to be sure, but it’s absolutely irrelevant to God.  
The only thing that matters to God is what you do with His Son, Jesus.   
 
Jesus was born a Jew ethnically.  It’s an historical fact most Jewish people rejected 
Jesus as the Messiah when He was here physically.  That’s what John meant when he 
said, “He came to his own people, and even they rejected him.”  It started at Jesus’ 
birth.  Herod, the Jewish king, tried to kill Jesus as a baby because he thought Jesus 
was a threat to his throne.  During His ministry, Jesus faced tremendous opposition 
from the Jewish religious leaders.  They led the effort to kill Jesus.  A great paradox is 
the fact that Jesus, a Jew Himself and the clear fulfillment of all the Old Testament 
prophecies concerning the Messiah, was rejected by the majority of the Jews in His day.  
That rejection of Jesus has continued over the centuries and is still true today. 
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But here’s an even greater paradox.  Most of humanity has rejected Jesus as well.  The 
one who made the world and who’s responsible for the creation of every human being – 
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself – was then - and is now - rejected by most of the people 
He created.  Why is that?  The Bible says one reason is the fact many people just don’t 
want to know the truth.  “God’s light came into the world, but people loved the darkness 
more than the light, for their actions were evil.” (Jo. 3:19 NLT)  Another reason is many 
people have been spiritually blinded.  “Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded 
the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the 
Good News. They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the 
exact likeness of God.” (2 Cor. 4:4 NLT)  Each and every one of us, in fact, start out our 
lives right there.  Each of us start out lost, blind, and in the dark spiritually about Jesus 
until God reaches down and finds us through His grace, gives us sight spiritually, and 
reveals to us that Jesus is the Light of the world.   
 
That phrase “born again” is now well-known in American culture.  It’s often ridiculed, or 
laughed at, or joked about.  Nevertheless, spiritual rebirth is the single greatest 
experience in all the world this side of Heaven.  That’s how you become a child of God.  
Contrary to popular belief, no human being is born a child of God.  Yes, everyone is 
God’s creation, true enough.  But being God’s creation doesn’t make you God’s child.  I 
can create a piece of furniture, but I’m the “father” of a desk or table I made in a very 
different sense than I’m the father of my children.  Creating something doesn’t mean I 
enjoy a close, intimate relationship with it.  The Bible makes it clear I become a child of 
God by an act of God on my behalf which is compared to the birth experience itself. 
 
Bible scholars have debated the meaning of v. 13 (NLT), “They are reborn—not with a 
physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God.”  
Spiritual rebirth has nothing to do with physical, human birth.  Spiritual rebirth has 
nothing to do with any kind of human effort or planning.  Did you have anything to do 
with your physical birth?  You didn’t choose your parents.  You didn’t decide when you’d 
be conceived.  You didn’t select your gender, your eye color, or your hair texture.  It’s 
significant God used that imagery to refer to the greatest experience of all – coming into 
a vital, living, eternal relationship with the God of the Universe.  Getting born again has 
nothing to do with human anything.  It’s completely and forever a sovereign act of God 
from first to last.  He alone has the right and the ability to make you His child.   
 
The French emperor, Napoleon, was out on one of his many military campaigns.  On 
one occasion, he dropped the reins of his horse in order to read some papers.  The 
horse reared up unexpectedly and nearly threw him off.  A corporal in the French army 
leapt forward and caught the bridle of the horse and then quickly brought it under 
control.  Napoleon turned to the corporal and said, “Thank you, Captain.”  The soldier 
received an instantaneous promotion to the rank of captain.  He asked, “Of what 
company, sire?”  Napoleon answered, “Of my guards.”  The young soldier walked 
across the field towards the headquarters of Napoleon’s guards tearing off his corporal 
stripes as he went.  He took his place among the emperor’s officers.  Someone asked 
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what he was doing.  He replied he was being a captain of the guards!  They asked, “By 
whose authority?”  The new captain said, “By the authority of the emperor himself.”   
 
You’re made a child of God by the authority of God the Father Almighty.  Having said 
that, however, my response and yours is still necessary and important.  Like that young 
solder, you and I must act upon God’s initiative.  He gave you the desire to believe in 
Jesus.  God the Father leads, guides, and urges you to receive Jesus into your heart 
and life.  But there comes a time when you must respond by believing and receiving.  
You must get what you’ve been given.  That’s exactly why John said here, “But to all 
who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God.” (Jo. 
1:12 NLT)  You must get what you’ve been given. 
 
May I ask you some questions?  Has that ever happened to you?  Have you ever 
enjoyed the greatest experience in all the world this side of Heaven?  Have you ever 
been born again by the Spirit of God?  I’m not asking if you’ve ever been baptized, or 
belonged to a church, or thrown up a random prayer to God.  Has there ever been that 
moment when you’ve personally surrendered everything you know about yourself to 
everything you know about God.  Have you ever consciously prayed, “God, I’m a sinner 
and I need the forgiveness Jesus offers.  I surrender my life to Him as my Lord and 
Savior”?  Maybe you’ve had the desire, but not known what to do about it.  My friend, 
that desire comes from the Holy Spirit.  I invite you today to get what you’ve been given.  
Stop trusting in your own efforts to somehow get you into Heaven when you die – your 
spirituality, your morality, being a decent person, whatever – and instead transfer that 
trust to Jesus.  When you do, you will get in on the greatest single experience a human 
being can enjoy this side of Heaven.  Once you get it, you’ll discover that… 
 
I GET THE GREATEST STATUS IN ALL THE WORLD. 
 
God has given you, as a born again person, a status that boggles the mind.  Now you 
are a child of God.  “But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to 
become children of God.” (Jo. 1:12 NLT)  No one understands even a fraction of the 
wonder and magnitude of that awesome fact.  Not even John, this follower of Jesus, 
who wrote these words, could fully grasp it.  He writes elsewhere in the New Testament, 
“See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is what 
we are…!  Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but he has not yet shown us 
what we will be like when Christ appears.  But we do know that we will be like him, for 
we will see him as he really is.”  (1 Jo. 3:1-2 NLT)   
 
A child of God – what an incredible status we have!  It would be enough if God simply 
forgave your sins through Jesus’ death on the cross, but never interacted with you 
again.  It would be enough if He just allowed you to be His servant so you could enjoy a 
polite, business-like relationship with Him.  It would be more than enough if God invited 
you to be His friend and you could have occasional interaction with Him.  But, no, 
instead God adopted you into His family.  In a spiritual sense, God put you into His will 
and made you an heir and a joint heir with His Son, Jesus.  Only God can be God.  But 
surely the next highest position in all the universe has to be the honor of being His child.  
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And that is what you are!  The angels can’t claim that honor.  Nowhere in the Bible are 
angels ever called God’s children.  But you are, if you’ve been born again.   
 
What did that verse say?  “Dear friends, we are already God’s children.”  (1 Jo. 3:2 NLT)  
Already, you’re beginning to resemble your Heavenly Father more and more in your 
actions and attitudes.  Oh, I know you have a long way to go.  So do I.  Nevertheless, 
there’s a very real transformation going on in your life and mine because we’re children 
of God.  Yes, sometimes the changes are so small or hidden that we have a hard time 
seeing them.  Instead, you see your sins, your failures, your brokenness, and the areas 
in your life that are still dark and need the light of Jesus.  It might be hard to believe you 
resemble the Lord Jesus in any way, shape, or form.  But, on the authority of God’s 
Word, I can say that’s happening to you, child of God, whether or not you consciously 
perceive it.  “But we do know that we will be like him.”  (1 Jo. 3:2 NLT)   
 
Here’s another wonderful truth.  Because you enjoy the greatest status – you’re a child 
of God – you also enjoy eternal, ultimate safety and security.  No mother or father would 
willingly allow something harmful to come to his or her child.  Yes, you punish your kids 
or discipline them when the situation demands it, but you don’t harm them.  In the same 
way, God will sometimes punish and discipline us, but He cannot and will not harm us.  
Remember that when it seems like everything in your life is crashing down around you 
or when life seems hopeless somehow.  You are God’s child; therefore, you have 
nothing to fear.  After all, what did Jesus say about people who belong to Him?  “I give 
them eternal life, and they will never perish.  No one can snatch them away from me, for 
my Father has given them to me, and he is more powerful than anyone else.  No one 
can snatch them from the Father’s hand.” (Jo. 10:28-29 NLT)  Are you a child of God 
today?  Then, you enjoy the single greatest status – and the safest position – in all the 
world.  But here’s what else you get. 
 
I GET THE GREATEST MOTIVATION IN ALL THE WORLD. 
 
An old French proverb puts it simply and clearly:  “Nobility obliges.”  You don’t expect a 
king to be a criminal.  You don’t expect a queen to act like a prostitute.  Instead, you 
expect a noble, aristocratic person to act, speak, and behave as a lady or a gentleman.  
Your station in life determines your actions and attitudes.  Nobility obliges.  In the same 
way, when you become a child of God, you assume certain privileges and 
responsibilities that go with your new status.  When you become a child of God that 
becomes the single greatest motivation in all the world to act like a child of God.   
 
The implications and applications are endless.  Consider the area of personal character.  
Does a child of God lie?  Does a child of God act dishonestly in business or in the 
home?  Does a child of God steal?  Does a child of God have sex outside of marriage or 
pursue an impure lifestyle of any kind?  Does a child of God allow racism or disdain for 
the poor to find lodging in his or her heart?  Every time you sin, you actually deny the 
fact you’re God’s child.  I’m not saying you stop being God’s child.  No, you simply deny 
who you are when you sin.  You fall short of the spiritual reality of who you are.  Yes, we 
all sin.  But what does a child of God do then?  We don’t excuse it or rationalize it.  
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Instead we confess and renounce it.  We ask God to forgive us and any others who 
we’ve injured.   If you’re a child of God, you’re the noblest creature in all the universe.  
Live up to your status.  Act like a child of God.  Nobility obliges.   
 
Consider the area of personal relationships.  Is a child of God quick-tempered and 
eager to be offended?  Is a child of God a tyrant at home?  Does a child of God gossip 
and put others down behind their backs?  Can a child of God ever care less about 
people who are spiritually lost?  Here comes a person who just loves to argue.  A child 
of God says, “I’m sorry, I just can’t stoop to that level.  I’m a child of God.  I can’t act like 
that.”  Here comes a person who enjoys humiliating others.  A child of God says, “Your 
opinion of me isn’t very important.  What does matter is my Heavenly Father’s opinion.  
He says I’m of ultimate and eternal worth to Him.”  If you’re a child of God, you’re the 
noblest creature in all the universe.  Act like a child of God.  Nobility obliges.   
 
Consider the area of life’s inevitable challenges.  As a child of God, you might think we 
should experience less struggles, less sufferings, and less hardships than someone 
who isn’t God’s child.  In one sense, that’s actually true.  A lot of suffering we bring on 
ourselves.  Our own sins, foolish choices, and poor decisions cause us much pain.  But 
you know as well as I do that a lot of suffering in life is not the result or the consequence 
of doing something wrong or foolish.  Children of God lose their jobs through no fault of 
their own.  Children of God get terminal diseases through no fault of their own.  Children 
of God get COVID despite being careful.  Children of God suffer accidents, endure 
divorce, have problems with their kids, suffer broken relationships with loved ones, and 
experience the wrenching loss of loved ones through death.   
 
Child of God, what will you do when you’re face to face with some kind of suffering in 
life you didn’t earn or deserve – a great loss, a great disappointment, a great 
heartache?  Will you become bitter and fall apart spiritually like Job’s wife who said, 
“Why don’t you curse God and die?”  Or, instead, will you grip the hand of your 
Heavenly Father even more tightly and say – even if it be through tears – “And we know 
that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and 
are called according to his purpose for them.” (Rom. 8:28 NLT)  Will you continue to 
trust Him even when you can’t see the way ahead, hold on to Him when you feel like 
giving up, and believe in Him when you’re tempted to doubt God’s love and goodness 
knowing you already possess everything that has eternal value and importance?  The 
fact you’re a child of God is the single greatest motivation in all the world to act like a 
child of God in every area of life.  If you’re a child of God, you’re the noblest creature in 
all the universe.  Live up to your status.  Act like a child of God.  Nobility obliges.   
 
Donald Grey Barnhouse was a well-known pastor back in the 20th century.  He told the 
story of conducting some special services at another church on one occasion.  The wife 
of the pastor of the church where Barnhouse was speaking was expecting her first child.  
That pastor – and future father – was full of anxiety and Barnhouse was amused by it.  
He joked about it all week long in those special services.  On his last night, he realized 
his pastor friend was not there to introduce him.  He assumed labor had begun for the 
pastor’s wife.  Barnhouse went ahead and conducted the service. Towards the end of 
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the hour, the pastor slipped in at the back of the sanctuary and made his way up to the 
podium to have a seat.  Barnhouse and the congregation smiled knowingly at the young 
man.   
 
After the service was over, Barnhouse asked his friend, “Is everything all right?”  The 
young pastor said, “Could I see you in my office?”  “Certainly,” said Barnhouse and they 
made their way to the pastor’s office.  Once the door was closed, the young man said, 
“Our child has Down’s Syndrome.  I haven’t told my wife yet and I don’t know what I’m 
going to tell her.”  Barnhouse said, “My friend, this is of the Lord.” He opened his Bible 
and read out what might well be the most overlooked verse in the Old Testament:  
Exodus 4:11 (NLT), “The LORD said to him, ‘Who gave human beings their mouths? 
Who makes them deaf or mute?  Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, 
the LORD?’” 
 
The pastor said, “Let me see that.”  As he read and reflected on it, Barnhouse said, “My 
friend, you know the promise in Romans 8 that all things – including this child – work 
together for good to those that love the Lord.”  The pastor closed his Bible and went 
straight to his wife’s hospital room.  When he walked in, she said, “I want to see my 
baby.  I’ve asked to see my baby and they won’t let me.  Is anything wrong with my 
baby?”  Her husband said, “‘Who makes human beings deaf or mute?  Who gives them 
sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, the LORD?’ Darling, the Lord has blessed us with a 
Down’s Syndrome child.”  Of course, that young wife and mother cried long and hard.  
But she also read, pondered, and found comfort in Exodus 4:11. 
 
There’s more to this story.  This happened back when telephone service required a 
switchboard operator.  The operator in that hospital was a bitter, cruel woman.  She 
wanted to see Christians leveled.  She wanted to see Christians fall to pieces when face 
to face with one of life’s difficult moments.  She listened in on the conversation when the 
pastor’s wife called her mother.  “Mother, the Lord has blessed us with a Down’s 
Syndrome child.  We don’t know the nature of the blessing, but we do know it’s a 
blessing.”  No hysteria.  No breakdown.  No coming apart at the seams.  The telephone 
operator could hardly believe what she’d heard.  But she told everyone she knew about 
it.  It made the rounds of the entire hospital.  The next Sunday, the pastor - and new 
father - was back in the pulpit.  It was a large church, so he wasn’t aware that the 
telephone operator and 70 nurses from the hospital were present in the service that 
day.  At the close of the service, he gave an invitation to receive Jesus as Savior as was 
his custom to do.  Much to everyone’s surprise, 30 nurses from the hospital came 
forward that day and trusted Jesus personally as their Lord and Savior.   
 
If you’ve been born again, you’re a child of God.  And perhaps the most important 
witness you will ever give, child of God, will not be some awesome display of biblical 
knowledge or even some demonstration of superior morality.   Instead, it may well be 
that when life smashed its fist into your face, you stood and acted like a child of God.  
Nobility obliges.  What happens when Jesus comes?  You get what matters, child of 
God.  The greatest experience.  The greatest status.  The greatest motivation. 


