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WHEN JESUS COMES, YOU FIND YOUR PURPOSE                           JOHN 1:6-9, 15 

Every kid who’s sat in a science class has heard of Isaac Newton’s famous encounter 

with a falling apple.  Newton was the first to explain the laws of gravity back in the 

1600s which revolutionized the study of astronomy and so much more.  But few people 

know that if it weren’t for another scientist named Edmund Halley, the world might never 

have heard of Isaac Newton.  It was Halley who challenged Newton to think through his 

original ideas.  It was Halley who corrected Newton’s mathematical errors and prepared 

geometrical figures to support Newton’s discoveries.  It was Halley who persuaded 

Newton to write his great book, Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy.  It was 

Halley who edited and supervised the publication of that book, and even financed its 

printing although Newton was wealthier than Halley and could have easily paid to have 

it printed himself.  Historians consider it one of the most selfless examples in the history 

of science.  Newton began almost immediately to reap the rewards of his new 

prominence.  Halley received little credit.  Now, he did use Newton’s principles to predict 

the orbit and return of the comet that now bears his name.  You’ve heard of Halley’s 

Comet that comes close to Earth every 76 years.  But otherwise you don’t hear a lot 

about Edmund Halley.  He’s a great example of a devoted scientist who didn’t care who 

received the credit as long as the cause of science advanced.   

There are others just as selfless as Edmund Halley and in far greater, more important 

ways.  I submit the name of John the Baptist to you.  He may not seem like a Christmas 

season Bible character to us.  We tend to concentrate on Mary, Joseph, the wise men 

and the shepherds instead.  What do we know about John the Baptist?  His birth was 

also miraculous.  His mother was far too old to conceive, but God intervened, enabled 

her to get pregnant, and John was born.  John was Jesus’ cousin and was slightly older 

than Him.  When John grew up, he became a prophet and called the people of Israel to 

repentance.  He baptized people.  He lived out in the desert, had a very strange diet of 

locusts and wild honey, and wore odd clothes made out of animal skins.   

Why am I talking about John the Baptist on this second Sunday of the Advent season?  

Because another John – a disciple of Jesus and the author of the Gospel of John – 

introduced us to John the Baptist in the first eighteen verses of his book.  It’s sometimes 

called the Prologue.  John the Baptist was the first great witness to Jesus and His 

ministry.  He understood better than anyone else - and before anyone else - just who 

Jesus was and what was His mission.  In one sense, John the Baptist was the first 

Christian.  We can learn a great deal by observing his life and words.   

The question we’re trying to answer this Advent season is “What Happens When Jesus 

Comes?”  Last week we considered v. 1-5 and were reminded that when Jesus comes, 

God Himself comes.  Today as we reflect on John the Baptist, I suggest that when 

Jesus comes, you and I find our purpose.  John the Baptist knew very well both who he 

was and what he was supposed to do with his life.  Why?  Because he came to know 

who Jesus was and what Jesus was supposed to do with His life.  I’ve encountered 

many people over the years who want to know what they’re supposed to be doing with 
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their lives and why.  Could it be that the answers to those great and important questions 

are found ultimately by coming to know Jesus – who He is and why He came?  I believe 

so.  In other words… 

MY KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS DETERMINES MY KNOWLEDGE OF MYSELF. 

Here’s what strikes me as very significant about John the Baptist.  He knew exactly who 

he was.  A couple of chapters later in the Gospel of John, we read how some of John 

the Baptist’s followers were getting anxious about his future.  Jesus had just begun His 

own ministry and people were starting to follow after Jesus instead of John.  From their 

perspective, Jesus’ ministry was some kind of threat to John’s ministry.  They told him 

about Jesus’ growing popularity probably assuming John would be upset about it.  

Wrong!  Instead, John said to them, “‘No one can receive anything unless God gives it 

from heaven. You yourselves know how plainly I told you, “I am not the Messiah. I am 

only here to prepare the way for him.”  It is the bridegroom who marries the bride, and 

the bridegroom’s friend is simply glad to stand with him and hear his vows.  Therefore, I 

am filled with joy at his success.  He must become greater and greater, and I must 

become less and less.’”   (Jo. 3:27-30 NLT)  

John the Baptist knew who he was. He knew the crowds that came to hear him preach 

and the people he baptized in the Jordan River didn’t belong to him.  He knew God had 

sent him – yes – but he also knew he wasn’t the Messiah.  He said he was like a best 

man at a wedding.  Can you imagine a wedding where the best man suddenly breaks 

into a spontaneous solo during the processional or interrupts the minister with his own 

speech during the ceremony?  No!  The job of the best man is to draw attention to the 

bride and bridegroom – never to himself.  The most effective best man is the one you 

notice the least.  John compared Jesus to a groom and the people to whom Jesus was 

sent as the bride.  John knew his job was to prepare the way for Jesus and make sure 

Jesus got all the attention.  When people asked John about his role, he quoted the Old 

Testament passage that says, “Listen!  It’s the voice of someone shouting, ‘Clear the 

way through the wilderness for the Lord!  Make a straight highway through the 

wasteland for our God.’” (Is. 40:3 (Mt. 3:1) NLT) 

The key to John’s knowledge of himself was what he knew about Jesus.  How did he 

put it there in v. 15 again?  “‘This is the one I was talking about when I said, “Someone 

is coming after me who is far greater than I am, for he existed long before me.’”  (Jo. 

1:15 NLT)  That’s quite a statement!  John knew Jesus was God Himself in human 

flesh.  And then look at what John said about Jesus elsewhere.  “‘For he is sent by God. 

He speaks God’s words, for God gives him the Spirit without limit.  The Father loves his 

Son and has put everything into his hands.  And anyone who believes in God’s Son has 

eternal life.  Anyone who doesn’t obey the Son will never experience eternal life but 

remains under God’s angry judgment.’”  (Jo. 3:34-36 NLT)  That’s pretty much the 

whole plan of salvation, isn’t it?  John had very clear knowledge of who Jesus was. 
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People today are very interested in themselves and in finding out who they are. Many 

talk shows revolve around that theme.  Many bestselling books delve into this subject.  

Even followers of Jesus can struggle over this issue.  It’s just assumed there’s just 

nothing more important in all the world than to get a correct understanding of your own 

identity and purpose.  And right here may well be the real problem!  How so?  We can 

put the em – PHA - sis on the wrong syl – LAB – le. 

You can’t really know yourself until you know God.  Your identity and purpose depends 

completely on who God is.  You and I are not the center of the universe.  God is.  The 

ultimate meaning of life is never found in you but instead it’s found in God.  And so 

here’s a great irony.  The more you focus on yourself, the less you truly know yourself. 

The more you focus on God – study Him, interact with Him, relate to Him, grow in your 

understanding of Him – the more you discover about your true identity and purpose as a 

kind of byproduct.  Whenever you see a person absorbed with finding out his or her own 

identity and purpose, you might want to give them a little shake and say, “You’ll never 

find out who you are that way!  Snap out of it!  Instead, find out who God is. Find out 

who Jesus is.  And as you do, you’ll come to understand who you are.”   

Next week we’re going to focus on v. 12-13 (NLT) in John 1, but the ultimate answer to 

your identity and purpose is found right here.  “But to all who believed him and accepted 

him, he gave the right to become children of God.  They are reborn—not with a physical 

birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God.”  Right 

there is the single greatest personal identity you and I can ever possess – being a child 

of God. What does it mean to be a child of God?  That’s a question it takes the entire 

Bible to answer adequately.  And you discover the depth of what it means to be God’s 

child by focusing on God not yourself.  The more you know about Jesus, the more you’ll 

know about yourself and why God brought you into this world. 

John the Baptist made an amazing statement.  “‘He must become greater and greater, 

and I must become less and less.’”  (Jo. 3:30 NLT)  That statement is the essence of 

humility.  What is humility?  Humility is simply having the correct perspective or outlook 

on yourself.  You see yourself as you truly are – neither higher nor lower.  On the one 

hand, John new full well he was sent from God.  He knew he had a unique and very 

important role in preparing the people in his day and time for Jesus’ coming.  He was 

Jesus’ “best man”!  A key role.  An important role.  John didn’t reject them.  That would 

have been a false humility.  On the other hand, John never pretended to be someone 

he wasn’t.  He knew he wasn’t the Messiah.  He knew he wasn’t the Son of God. 

If you’re a child of God today, you can learn a lot from the example of John the Baptist.  

On the one hand, you’re not God.  You’re not worthy of anyone’s worship or adoration.  

On the other hand, you’re not some random collection of atoms and molecules brought 

together by chance and billions of years of evolutionary processes either.  You’re not an 

accident.  No, you’re a being chosen before eternity to be in God’s family.  Jesus came 

into the world at Christmas for you.  Jesus died for your sins on the cross.  Jesus rose 

again to make the gift of eternal life available to you.  Jesus will come again and you will 
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reign with Him forever and ever.  As a child of God, you’ve been given an inheritance 

that’s beyond comprehension.  True enough, in this life you are going to have your 

share of struggles.  You might even have to endure a pandemic!  But never ever lose 

heart.  You’ve already received in trust the best this universe has to offer.  One day you 

will experience it fully and forever.  As God’s child, you have a destiny you can’t even 

begin to imagine this side of Heaven.  And all of that becomes available to you in and 

through Jesus.  And His earthly story began at what we know call Christmas.   

I love an old story about a wealthy, elderly man who died without leaving a will.  He had 

no relatives so the state was called in to auction off his estate.  A poorly dressed woman 

came to the auction and made a bid on the very first item put up for auction.  It was a 

picture of the old man’s son.  The son had died years before, and the old man had loved 

him very much.  No one else had any interest in the picture.  The woman easily won the 

bid.  Someone asked her why she’d bid on the picture and she explained that many 

years before she’s actually been the son’s nanny.  She, too, had grown to love him.  

When she collected the picture from the auctioneer, she felt an odd bulge on the back of 

the frame.  She removed a piece of paper attached the back of the frame and found 

there – of all things – a will.  The old man had written, “I leave all of my possessions to 

the person who holds dear the memory of my son by buying his picture.”  Because that 

woman valued his son, she received the father’s inheritance. 

When you value Jesus, you receive from His Father everything worth having and 

knowing.  Let Jesus become greater and greater in your life.  Let yourself become less 

and less important.  You aren’t the center of anything.  Jesus is the center of everything.  

The more you focus on Jesus – strange as it may seem – the more you’ll realize your 

own importance and value to His Father who is now your Heavenly Father as well.  

Your knowledge of Jesus determines your knowledge of yourself.   Another truth. 

MY KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS’ PURPOSE DETERMINES MY KNOWLEDGE OF MY 

PURPOSE. 

John the Baptist knew who he was.  He also knew His purpose in life very clearly.  

Why?  HIs knowledge of Jesus’ purpose told him everything he ever needed to know 

about his own purpose or mission in life.  Therefore, knowing why Jesus came is the 

most important key to discovering why God put you on this planet.  John knew he 

wasn’t the Messiah.  But he knew his purpose was to prepare the way for the Messiah.  

John knew he wasn’t the Light of the world.  But he knew full well his mission – his 

purpose – in life was to be a witness to the Light – Jesus Himself. 

Do you have mission?  Are you clear on your purpose in life?  Have you figured out why 

you are here living, breathing, and taking up space?  Do you know why you were born?  

The answers outside the Bible are pathetic and insufficient.  Some year ago now, 74% 

of American college freshmen said a very important life goal to them was becoming very 

well off financially.  Everything in our culture says we should focus our lives on personal 

happiness and self-fulfillment.  You’re supposed to pursue and achieve those goals 
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how?  Through building a satisfying career, finding the right person to marry, staying in 

good shape physically, and even by extending yourself through a few worthy causes.   

There’s a strange irony about reaching those two elusive goals in life:  happiness and 

self-fulfillment.  No one ever gets them by aiming at them.  Here’s a rock solid 

guaranteed promise.  If you make either goal in life your primary pursuit – happiness or 

self-fulfillment – you will find neither one of them.  Here’s another “take it to the bank” 

kind of promise.  If you truly seek God by seeking a deep, growing, authentic 

relationship with Him through Jesus, you will discover your true self as a byproduct.  

And you will find a kind of fulfillment and happiness this world can never take away from 

you.  Even a pandemic won’t strip you of it!  Jesus put it like this, “If you try to hang on 

to your life, you will lose it.  But if you give up your life for my sake, you will find it.”  (Lk. 

9:24 NLT)  Our 75, or 85, or 95 years aren’t the center of human history. Instead, it’s the 

life of Jesus of Nazareth around which all human history revolves.  The more you 

understand the purpose of His life, the more you’ll understand the purpose of your life. 

Fred Smith is the founder and Chief Executive Officer of FedEx.  He’s also a committed 

Christian and a speaker in much demand.  He counsel many people who want to 

become successful in life.  Once a young man said to Fred, “I’m 35.  I made more than 

$5 million last year and I’m bored.  I don’t know what to do.”  Fred looked at him and 

said, “You mean you want to move from success to significance?”  The young man 

responded, “How’s that?”  Smith repeated himself, “You apparently want to move from 

success to significance.  The young man answered, “I don’t know.  I’ll have to think 

about that.”  A week later the young man came back.  Smith knew he wasn’t interested 

in religious faith of any kind.  In fact, he was anti-religious.  But the young man said, 

“Fred, I think you’re right.  I do want to move from success to significance.”  Here’s what 

Fred Smith said to him, “Then you have to realize something.  All success is secular 

and all significance is spiritual.”  The young man thought about that statement for a 

moment and then said, “That makes sense.”  If you want your life to have true 

significance, you must make as your primary goal the pursuit of Jesus, getting to know 

Jesus, and encountering Jesus in and through a lifelong relationship. 

“God sent a man, John the Baptist, to tell about the light so that everyone might believe 

because of his testimony.  John himself was not the light; he was simply a witness to tell 

about the light.” (Jo. 1:6-8 NLT)  Right there is your mission and mine.  Right there is 

our purpose.  Right there is why you and I were born.  Right there is what we’re 

supposed to be doing.  “Wait a minute, Rick.  That was John the Baptist’s mission, not 

mine.”  The really significant thing about John the Baptist wasn’t his miraculous birth, or 

his odd diet, or his strange wardrobe, or even the fact he was Jesus’ cousin.  No, far 

more important is the fact that he was a man sent from God.  But, here’s the thing.  So 

are you.  You are today a man, a woman, a young person – whoever – sent from God.  

The fact is every child of God is a person sent from God.  Sent to do what?  To witness 

to the Light who is Jesus, of course.  By your life and through your words and actions, 

you become one way God’s message of love and grace gets communicated to other 

people.  You might be the only follower of Jesus in your family.  You, then, are a person 
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sent from God to witness to the Light in your family. You are perhaps the only child of 

God that someone in your office, your neighborhood, or your school will ever encounter.  

You are called to be a witness to the Light.  That’s your mission and your purpose. 

Jesus was crystal clear about His mission. He said about Himself, “‘For the Son of Man 

came to seek and save those who are lost.’”  (Lk. 19:10 NLT)  God has put people in 

each of our lives that don’t yet have a saving relationship with Jesus.  Do you pray for 

those folk regularly?  Do you look for ways to build the relationship?  Have you been 

able to have a conversation with them about spiritual things yet?  Have any of them 

crossed the line of faith and put their trust in Jesus?  I know the pandemic has made 

personal relationships with other people infinitely more difficult to create or maintain, but 

don’t give up.  Look for any and every opportunity this Christmas season to bear 

witness to the Light.  Jesus’ mission and purpose was all about seeking and saving 

those who are spiritually lost.  Guess what?  That’s a huge part of our mission and 

purpose as God’s children and why God put us on this planet. 

Of course, the way you do it will be very different than the way John the Baptist did it, or 

the way I do it, or the way Bill What’s-his name or Mary Who-ever-she-is does it.  But, if 

you’re a child of God, you are most definitely sent from God to be a witness to the Light.  

If you want to know the true purpose of your life, you will find it in Jesus’ purpose for His 

life. His mission and purpose is your mission and purpose.  Now, you aren’t the Light, to 

be sure, but you have the high privilege and great honor of being called to be a witness 

to the Light.  Are you being a witness to the Light?  How are you being a witness to the 

Light?  You are sent from God to be a witness to Jesus the Light of the world. 

Arturo Toscanini was one of the greatest orchestra conductors of the 20th century.  On 

one occasion, he had just conducted his orchestra in a brilliant performance of 

Beethoven’s 9th Symphony.  The audience clapped, whistled, and even stamped their 

feet to show their appreciation.  As the ovation finally begin to subside, Toscanini turned 

towards the musicians and looked at them with great intensity. He seemed to be on the 

verge of losing control as he whispered, “Ladies and gentlemen!  Ladies and 

gentlemen!”  The orchestra members leaned forward to listen.  In a fierce whisper, 

Toscanini said, “Ladies and gentlemen, I am nothing.”  That in and of itself was an 

extraordinary admission since Toscanini was blessed with enormous musical gifts.  He 

continued, “Ladies and gentlemen, you are nothing.”  That wasn’t such a surprising 

statement.  They’d heard that before during rehearsals.  But, then, in a tone verging on 

adoration, Toscanini said, “But Beethoven… he is everything, everything, everything!”   

I beg to differ.  Jesus the Christ is everything, everything, everything!  He is the center 

of the universe.  His coming at Christmas, His life, His death, HIs resurrection is the 

center of all human history. Let’s learn from John the Baptist’s example.  When you 

know Jesus, you know yourself.  When you understand His purpose, you’ll better 

understand your purpose.  You are a child of God sent to be a witness to the Light.  So, 

what happens when Jesus comes?  When Jesus comes, you find yourself and you find 

your purpose. 


