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WHEN JESUS COMES, GOD COMES                                                          JOHN 1:1-5 
 
In C.S. Lewis’ wonderful series of books, “The Chronicles of Narnia,” there’s a great 
talking lion by the name of Aslan, who is a figure or a type of Jesus.  In one of those 
stories, there’s a scene where a girl named Lucy encounters Aslan after not seeing him 
or being around him for a very long time.  He says, “Welcome, child.”  Lucy responds, 
“Aslan, you’re bigger.”  “That’s because you are older, little one,” answers Aslan.  Lucy 
asks, “Not because you are?”  Aslan says, “I am not.  But every year you grow, you will 
find me bigger.”   
 
Every year you grow spiritually, you will find Jesus bigger than the year before.  No one 
had a bigger vision of Jesus than a man by the name of John.  He was one of Jesus’ 
original twelve followers – the disciples – and the author of the Gospel of John in the 
New Testament.  Now, the Gospels of Matthew and Luke have stories about the birth of 
Jesus.  They wanted us to know what happened.  But John provided not historical 
information about Jesus’ birth.  He wanted us to know why Jesus came.  The first 
eighteen verses of John’s Gospel are sometimes called the Prologue.  It’s a kind of 
introduction to the entire book.  In a way, it’s John’s perspective on the Christmas story.  
He wanted you know why Jesus came – not simply what happened when He came. 
 
Over these next four Sundays leading up to Christmas Day, I’d like to reflect with you on 
these wonderful eighteen verses found in John 1.  I’ve entitled this message series, 
“What Happens When Jesus Comes?”  This is the season of the year many followers of 
Jesus refer to as Advent.  That word comes from the Latin word adventus which means 
“coming” literally.  It refers to the coming of Jesus into this world.  So let’s read and think 
about just the first five verses of John 1 today.  So, what does happen when Jesus 
comes?  Clearly, one answer to that question is this: when Jesus comes, God comes.  
We can break down that answer into three important truths about Jesus.   
 
THE ONE WHO COMES IS ABSOLUTELY SUPREME OVER ME. 
 
John wanted everyone who read his Gospel to become followers of Jesus like himself.  
As a result, he looked for ways to communicate effectively with others as to who Jesus 
was and is.  I believe that’s why He chose to call Jesus the Word in these verses.  That 
title doesn’t ring many bells for us today, but it would have had great significance for the 
people in John’s day and time.   
 
For instance, when a Jewish person heard that opening phrase, “In the beginning was 
the Word,” he or she would have immediately thought of the opening line from Genesis, 
the first book of the Bible.  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 
(Gen. 1:1 NLT)  John implied that the coming of Jesus was as central an event in 
human history as the creation of the world itself.  Something else.  For a Jewish person 
the speaking of a word about something was almost the equivalent of performing an 
action.  When happens then when God speaks?  Well, whatever God speaks is done.  
When God says, “Let there be light,” what happened.  Light happened.  Now John 
himself was Jewish and he wanted his fellow Jews to trust Jesus as their Messiah.  
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What was he saying by calling Jesus the Word?  He was claiming Jesus was and is the 
very creative power of God.  Jesus – although born as a baby in Bethlehem - was also 
somehow involved in bringing this planet into existence at creation.   
 
By calling Jesus the Word, John used a concept that had great meaning to non-Jews as 
well.  The Greek word for “word” is logos.  That’s what John used here because he 
wrote his Gospel in Greek.  “In the beginning the logos.”  Now some 600 years before 
the birth of Jesus, a Greek philosopher named Heraclites concluded there was some 
kind of force that controlled the world and made it run in an orderly way.  He called this 
the logos – the word.  Later on another Greek philosopher, Plato, made this interesting 
observation, “It may be that some day there will come forth from God a Word (logos) 
who will reveal all mysteries and make everything plan.”  So what was John saying to 
the non-Jews of his day and time?  “For centuries now, you’ve been speculating about 
this logos.  I’ve got great news for you.  I’ve met Him.  I know Him.  His name is Jesus.” 
 
Let’s look at John 1:1 carefully.  “In the beginning the Word already existed” (Jo. 1:1a 
NLT)  The real story of Christmas goes back a whole further than Joseph, Mary, and a 
stable in Bethlehem.  It goes back further than even the creation of this world.  “In the 
beginning” is John’s way of saying “from eternity.”  Yes, Jesus had a beginning in the 
sense He was born at a certain time and place.  But – John claimed – in a far more 
significant sense, Jesus actually had no beginning.  From eternity He has been the 
Word – logos.  He was already there at the beginning, because He has always been.  
Jesus Himself even realized this fact about Himself.  On one occasion, He said, “‘Now, 
Father, bring me into the glory we shared before the world began.’” (Jo. 17:5 NLT)   
 
“The Word was with God.” (Jo. 1:1b NLT)  The Bible points us to an important truth 
about God.  God is one Being made up of three distinct Persons:  God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  God is a Trinity.  John simply made it clear here that 
the Word – Jesus – is God, but He is not God the Father or God the Holy Spirit.  
Instead, Jesus is God the Son – distinct from both the Father and the Holy Spirit even 
though they share the same essential nature:  deity or “Godness.”   
 
“And the Word was God.” (Jo. 1:1c NLT)  John knew some would be tempted to think 
God the Son is somehow less than God the Father.  So he stated here that Jesus as 
the Word is of the same essence and being as God the Father.  The Word is God.  
Jesus is God.  Everything you can say about God the Father can also be said about 
God the Son.  Is the Father eternal?  So is Jesus, God the Son, the Word.  Is the Father 
all powerful and all knowing?  So is Jesus, God the Son, the Word.  Is the Father full of 
grace and truth?  So is Jesus, God the Son, the Word.  As if he wanted to sum it all up, 
John said again in v. 2, “He existed in the beginning with God.” (Jo. 1:2 NLT)   
 
When you read v. 3, you realize Jesus – God the Son – was a full participant in the 
creation of the entire universe, the world we live in, and all that exists.  “God created 
everything through him, and nothing was created except through him.”  (Jo. 1:3 NLT)  
The Bible makes this claim about Jesus elsewhere, “For through him God created 
everything in the heavenly realms and on earth.  He made the things we can see and 
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the things we can’t see….   Everything was created through him and for him.  He 
existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together.”  (Col. 1:16-17 NLT)   
Christmas, then, is about One who if far more than a cute, cuddly baby in a manger and 
also far more than a man who grew up to say and do nice things.  Christmas is about a 
person who is absolutely supreme over you and me in every way.   Why?  Because He 
is God.   You might be thinking, “This is interesting, but why is it important to my life 
today?  So what if Jesus is God.  Why should that matter to me?”  That brings us to 
another very important truth about Jesus.   Yes, He’s the One who is absolutely 
supreme over you, but in addition… 
 
THE ONE WHO COMES IS ETERNALLY SIGNFICANT TO ME. 
 
There’s at least five reasons why this is so very important for you and me to know.  
One, because Jesus is God, the virgin birth is necessary.  Some people wonder if it’s 
really necessary to believe Jesus was born of Mary when she was still a virgin.  It’s 
absolutely necessary if you believe Jesus is God.  Jesus wasn’t simply a superior 
human being.  Nor did God sort of make Jesus divine.  No, instead, as John put it there 
in John 1:14 (NLT), “So the Word became human.”  We will never fully grasp how God 
the Father brought God the Son and a human nature together in the uterus of a teenage 
girl named Mary some 2,000 years ago and Jesus emerged.  But that’s the essential 
message of this and every Christmas.  We call it the Incarnation which means God took 
on literal human flesh and bone in the person of Jesus.  When the angel tried to explain 
this to Mary, she herself was dumbfounded.  “‘But how can this happen? I am a virgin.’”  
(Lk. 1:34 NLT)  Hear again how the angel responded, “‘The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the baby to be born will 
be holy, and he will be called the Son of God.’”  (Lk. 1:35 NLT)   
 
Two, because Jesus is God, His coming is the coming of God Himself.  God didn’t send 
an angel in His place.  God didn’t send a heavenly ambassador or representative in His 
place.  If your house burned down and I sent a friend of mine to help you with the clean 
up, you might be grateful.  But if I came myself, it would likely mean a lot more to you.  
God sent Himself in the person of God the Son.  Here’s something else. If Jesus is only 
a human being after all, you can still appreciate Him, but you can also safely ignore 
Him.  You can admire His teachings.  You can wince at His death on the cross.  You 
can be amazed at His resurrection from the dead.  But if Jesus is actually God, then 
everything He said matters ultimately.  Everything He did has ultimate significance for 
you.  If He’s God, you can never ignore Him safely.  This isn’t George Washington, or 
Buddha, or Muhammad, or some other great, respected, or revered human being.  This 
is God in human flesh we’re dealing with now. 
 
John Muir, the great environmentalist, told a story about two Native American tribes in 
Alaska who had been at war with each other all summer long.  One old chief recognized 
that if this war didn’t stop, his tribe wouldn’t be able to gather a supply of berries and 
salmon before winter.  If the war continued, his people would starve.  So, under a truce 
flag, the old child approached the chief of the other tribe and asked for the fighting to 
stop.  The other chief said his tribe wouldn’t stop fighting because ten more of his men 
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had been killed than in the old chief’s tribe.  The old chief said to him, “You know I’m the 
chief.  I’m worth ten of your men.  Kill me in place of them and let us have peace.”  His 
sacrificial request was granted.  In front of both tribes, the old chief was killed.  When 
Muir came to tell the people of this tribe about Jesus and what He’d done for all 
humanity, they said, “Yes, your words are good.  The Son of God, the Chief of chiefs, 
must be worth more than all mankind put together.  Therefore, when His blood was 
shed, the salvation of the world was made certain.”  Because Jesus is God, you have 
no reasonable alternative but to worship Him and surrender your life to Him fully. 
 
Three, because Jesus is God, you can now know the truth about God.  To know Jesus 
is to know God.  In fact, you can’t have any real knowledge of God apart from having a 
real knowledge of Jesus.  Now, I know that sounds so terribly exclusive, intolerant, and 
close-minded, but it’s only because Jesus Himself that makes that claim.  He said, “‘I 
am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.’” 
(Jo. 14:6 NLT)  God hasn’t been silent.  God has spoken.  And God keeps on speaking 
through Jesus into your heart and my heart day in and day out if we’ll just open our 
heart to listen.  The voice of God is the voice of Jesus.  He is the Word.  And above all, 
we need to remember, it’s a welcoming voice, a compassionate voice, and a gracious 
voice.  The only reason to ever fear that voice is if you’re determined to ignore it.   
 
Four, because Jesus is God, you can now know what God Himself is like.  What is God 
really like, we might wonder.  He’s exactly like Jesus.  When you read about Jesus in 
the Bible, you discover love, grace, compassion, and forgiveness.  God the Father is 
just like that.  Jesus had this great love for sinful people, but a great hatred for sin itself.  
God is just like that.  Jesus could see through any and all self-deception and hypocrisy.  
God is just like that.  God the Father has always been – and will always be – exactly like 
the Jesus we read about and experience in the pages of the Bible.  As Jesus Himself 
said, “‘Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father!’” (Jo. 14:9 NLT)   
 
Five, because Jesus is God, He is able to satisfy all your heart needs today and 
tomorrow.  Do you have sins that need to be forgiven?  I know I do.  Because Jesus is 
God, His death on the cross is far more than some tragic mistake.  It has the power to 
removed sin’s guilt from your life and mine.  Do you need strength from God to live life 
fully and well every day?  I know I do.  If Jesus was just a superior human being, I might 
see Him as an inspiring example, but that would be about the extent of it.  But because 
Jesus is God, He’s able to live within you and me.  He pours spiritual energy into us that 
we could never work up on our own.  Do you need hope for tomorrow?  I know I do.  If 
God raised a mere human being from the dead, that would be encouraging, I guess.  
But if the One He raised from the dead was God in human flesh and He then promised 
to give me His life for all eternity – well, now, that’s something else altogether!  That’s 
exactly what the Bible says God offers you and me.  “Since he did not spare even his 
own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else?” (Rom. 8:32 
NLT)  The One who comes is absolutely supreme over me.  The One who comes is 
eternally significant to me.  But here’s yet another important truth about Jesus. 
 
THE ONE WHO COMES DOES THE ULTIMATELY WONDERFUL IN ME. 
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“The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to 
everyone.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.” 
(Jo. 1:4-5 NLT)   God wants to give us two great gifts:  life and light.  John used those 
two words many times in the Gospel of John.  The word for life here is zoe.  It doesn’t 
mean biological, natural, or “breathing” life.  That’s bios.  No, instead, zoe is the life by 
which God Himself lives.  It’s the highest or greatest kind of life that exists.  It has both 
ultimate quantity and quality.  This is what the Bible means by eternal life.  When you 
get zoe, your life becomes more than just existing physically.  This is the life of God 
living through you filling you will purpose, meaning, and joy.  John knew that anyone 
who trusts in Jesus will begin to experience this kind of life.  Toward the end of the 
Gospel of John, he explained why he wrote it, “But these are written so that you may 
continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in 
him you will have life by the power of his name.” (Jo. 20:31 NLT)  This isn’t 100 year life, 
1,000 year life, or even 100 million year life.  This is everlasting, eternal, forever life.  It 
starts the moment you put your trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior and it never ends. 
 
It’s amazing how often we hear that word “life” on the lips of Jesus.  Jesus was 
saddened because people will not come to Him for life.  He said the reason He came 
was to give people life – abundant life.  He said that those who are given His life will 
never die because no one will ever be able to snatch them out of His hand.  When He 
raised Lazarus from the dead, He claimed to be the resurrection and the life.  He said 
He is the way, the truth and the life.  And Jesus used the word “light” frequently, too.  He 
said He was the light of the word and that whoever follows Him would never walk in 
darkness, but would have the light of life.  He claimed that He came into the world as a 
light so that no one who believes in Him would have to stay any longer in darkness. 
 
When Jesus promised to be life and light, He promised to do what’s ultimately wonderful 
in your life and mine.  The Bible says we all start out being spiritually dead to God.  All 
of us start out in spiritual darkness, too.  When you put your trust in Jesus for eternal 
life, you come alive spiritually.  At the same time, spiritual light begins to shine into our 
spiritual darkness.  Now, let me tell you, that’s not always comfortable.  Becoming 
spiritually alive and letting God’s light shine into our lives – that can be very difficult, 
stressful, and even painful.  Why?  Because even though we’ve been adopted as God’s 
children into God’s forever family, you and I still have these dead and dark places in our 
lives that need His attention and intervention.  The light of Jesus always reveals what 
yet needs to be fixed, what yet needs to be healed, what yet needs to be thrown out and 
gotten rid of, and what yet needs to be given up or surrendered in your life and mine. 
 
God is all about reality.  His stock and trade is truth not fantasy.  When the light of Jesus 
shines into your life, it always reveals your life as it is and things as they truly are.  The 
light of Jesus always strips away every disguise, every hidden thing, and every dirty 
secret.  There are things in your life and mine we’d rather not look at or deal with.  
Maybe if we just ignore them or pretend they don’t exist – we think – they’ll just go away 
on their own.  Jesus wants to shine His light into our lives – not to embarrass us, not to 
shame us, and not to harm us in any lasting way.  Instead, He wants to make it possible 



 6 

for you and me to become fully alive in Him.  Jesus said, “‘I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full.’” (Jo. 10:10 NIV)   
 
Now right there is a paradox.  We read that verse and say, “Great!  I want that kind of 
life – full life, abundant life, satisfying life.”  But actually getting that quality of life into us 
can cause us some pain.  We have to deal with stuff in our hearts and minds that we’d 
rather not face.  We have to let God do some spiritual surgery from time to time and cut 
out some spiritual cancers that will destroy us otherwise.  You and I have an incredible 
destiny that’s ultimately wonderful – eternal life with an eternally joyful God.  But in order 
to enjoy the kind of eternity God envisions for us with the kind of God He is, we must 
have every dead area removed and every dark area illuminated.  You may not feel 
wonderful today.  You may not feel everything going on in your life today is wonderful 
either.  But Christmas provides a yearly reminder.  God has a plan and a purpose for 
you that can only be described as ultimately wonderful.   
 
On July 12, 1986, Steven McDonald, a twenty-nine-year-old police officer on patrol in 
Central Park, stopped to question three teenagers about a bicycle theft.  The oldest, a 
fifteen-year-old, took out a gun and shot McDonald in the head, neck, and arm. 
McDonald was rushed to a hospital, where surgeons told his wife that he would be 
paralyzed from the neck down for the rest of his life.  McDonald spent the next eighteen 
months in the hospital.  A few years later, McDonald made headlines again, this time 
because he publicly forgave his shooter.  Before his death in January 2017, McDonald 
explained why he forgave his shooter.   

“Looking back, pondering on my life since that time, it's clear to me that God was in 
charge.  All he wanted was the opportunity to use me.  He just needed my yes, and that 
was made possible by prayer.  It's that simple, really.  Through the family and friends 
that God put in my life, and their prayers, God spoke to me and said, ‘Will you love this 
boy who shot you?’  And the best way that I could love him was to forgive him.  Left to 
my own abilities, I don't think I would have done it. … And I know that I would have died 
a long time ago had I not listened to God, said yes to God, followed the example of his 
Son, and loved and forgiven.” 
 
God will do the ultimately wonderful in and through us.  Getting His life and light into us 
fully may be painful at times.  It will require us to change and grow, but at the end of it 
all, it will be wonderful beyond imagination.  The One who came at Christmas is 
absolutely supreme over us.  The One who came at Christmas is eternally significant to 
us.  The One who came at Christmas is ultimately wonderful in us.  That’s what 
happens when Jesus comes!   


