
 1 

IN CONFLICTS WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS                            1 CORINTHIANS 6:1-11 
 
Did you hear about the man who sued Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen restaurant chain last 
year after they ran out of their popular new chicken sandwich?  Craig Barr is suing for 
$5,000 charging Popeyes with “false advertising” and “deceptive business practices.”  
The popularity of Popeyes’ new chicken sandwich was fueled by a viral social media 
campaign.  Popeyes had to acknowledge that public demand for the sandwiches 
exceeded their projections, which led to a nationwide shortage.  The shortage then 
created an opening for enterprising hustlers promising to provide starved consumers 
with previously-purchased sandwiches at an exorbitant markup.  Craig Barr admitted 
paying one such sandwich broker, but the individual reneged on the deal.  That caused 
Barr severe mental and emotional distress.  He told reporters, “I can’t get happy; I have 
this sandwich on my mind.  I can’t think straight. It just consumes you.”  In the filing, 
Barr also included the phrase “countless time wasted” as part of his grievance against 
the fried chicken chain.  Unfortunately, the time it takes for his lawsuit to proceed 
through the legal system is likely to outweigh the time he spent waiting to get a chicken 
sandwich.  Do you need further proof that we live in a ridiculously litigious culture?  
Americans love to file lawsuits.  It’s almost become a form of entertainment. 
 
Interestingly, when it comes to lawsuits, the people living in the Greek city of Corinth in 
the first century would have fit right into American culture.  Like many other Greeks in 
that day and time, they were famous for suing everybody about everything.  They spent 
a great deal of their time deciding or listening to law cases.  Hanging out in the courts 
was one of the chief entertainment pastimes in Greco-Roman culture.  A legal dispute 
was the specific topic Paul addressed in the section of 1 Corinthians we consider today.  
Apparently, two fellow Christians – both members of the one and only church in Corinth 
– were suing each other in a secular court.  It was a decision Paul believed to be 
completely and utterly unacceptable.   
 
This highlights one of the reasons I’m finding studying and preparing messages on 1 
Corinthians so interesting personally.  Our message series title is “‘In Whatever You 
Do’:  Discovering What It Means To Glorify God.”  Paul believed every arena in life 
provided an opportunity for God’s people to glorify Him.  In other words, we can magnify 
His greatness and give other people a glimpse into His goodness by the way we 
approach different situations in everyday life.  For me the key verse is 10:31 (NLT), “So 
whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”  We can 
glorify God – or not glorify Him – in the simple, mundane things of life as well as in the 
complex, extraordinary areas of life.  Everything in life is an opportunity to glorify God. 
 
Unfortunately, the Corinthian Christians were messing up a whole lot.  There were many 
situations in life they were handling poorly and Paul had to call them out.  Fortunately 
for us, we get to listen in on both Paul’s praise as well as his rebukes and learn from 
both.  We get to dig out what I call transferable concepts or truths from God’s Word 
written some 2,000 years ago and apply them to our lives today.  The specific issue 
Paul addressed in our Scripture passage today was conflict with other Christians.  That 
was – and still is – a situation in life where we can honor God or dishonor Him.  But how 



 2 

Paul talked about this issue provides incredible insight into how we can apply what the 
Holy Spirit said through Paul to so many other issues in our lives.  Let’s read our 
Scripture for today and then think about it together. Human beings have a past, a 
present, and future.  We’re already very familiar with how profoundly our past can affect 
our present.   But Paul implied there that our future should profoundly affect our present, 
too.  Specifically,   
 
BECAUSE OF MY FUTURE, I HANDLE CONFLICTS DIFFERENTLY NOW. 
 
I think it’s interesting that Paul wasn’t shocked by the fact Christians get into fights with 
each other, but instead how these two knucklehead Christians tried to resolve it!  “When 
(not if) one of you has a dispute with another believer, how dare you file a lawsuit and 
ask a secular court to decide the matter instead of taking it to other believers!” (1 Cor. 
6:1 NLT)  Paul knew we live in an all too sinful world; therefore, conflicts and disputes 
are going to happen even between followers of Jesus.  To some degree, they’re just 
inevitable this side of Heaven.  No, Paul’s problem was with their attempt to resolve it.   
 
To allow their conflict to become that serious was dead wrong.  To fail to ask other 
followers of Jesus to help them settle their differences amicably was dead wrong.  To 
sue each other was dead wrong.  To ask non-Christian judges who didn’t have the Holy 
Spirit living in them to somehow provide godly wisdom on their differences was dead 
wrong.  But why was it so wrong?  That’s what’s so interesting!  Because of their future 
as two followers of Jesus.  “Don’t you realize that someday we believers will judge the 
world?  And since you are going to judge the world, can’t you decide even these little 
things among yourselves?   Don’t you realize that we will judge angels?  So you should 
surely be able to resolve ordinary disputes in this life.” (1 Cor. 6:2-3 NLT)    
 

Fascinating, huh?  One day in the future, followers of Jesus will be given the 
responsibility of passing judgment in some way, shape, or form upon the sinful world we 
live in now and even upon angelic beings.  Every now and then, the Bible reveals a little 
tidbit about our future destiny in Heaven or in eternity, while refusing to give us all the 
information we desire.  I have absolutely no idea what being a part of judging the entire 
anti-God system of this world will look like or judging angels, but I accept as a biblical 
fact that it will be part of my future destiny.  In addition, I learn here that because of my 
future, I should look at a whole lot of things differently now, today, in my present – 
including how I navigate through inevitable conflicts with other human beings. 
 
I hear Paul saying or implying at least three memorable transferable truths in these 
verses.  First, relationships are more important than my rights.  Americans are very 
conscious of our rights.  We even have a Bill of Rights written right into our country’s 
constitution.  In many ways, this is a very good thing, because it means our government 
is prevented from becoming tyrannical and we can insist that it treat us justly.  In other 
words, human beings are entitled to certain things which no government should deny or 
prevent.  But anything good can be taken to an extreme.  My rights can become an idol.  
They can become all important.  I suggest that has happened in our country.  We’ve 
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come to believe that there’s nothing more important than our rights.  We must protect 
our rights.  We must fight for our rights.  We must demand our rights.   

What I hear God saying here is that when it comes to fellow human beings and how we 
resolve our conflicts, relationships are more important than rights.  Our rights should 
never hold such significance for us who belong to God’s glorious future that we sue 
fellow believers.  In light of who we are and who we will be in eternity, how can we care 
about such trivial things as our rights?   My guess is that all of us will need our thinking 
on the importance of our rights to be genuinely overhauled before we’ll be able to take 
the wisdom of this passage to heart.  We’re just very “rights-centric”!  But, at the very 
least, it’s important for Christians to settle disputes among ourselves according to God’s 
principles.  There’s never a good reason for Christians to sue one another. 

In fact, Paul made it clear that it’s better to be wronged than to be wrong.  “Even to 
have such lawsuits with one another is a defeat for you.  Why not just accept the 
injustice and leave it at that?  Why not let yourselves be cheated?” (1 Cor. 6:7 NLT)  In 
other words, as a follower of Jesus who wants to glorify God, I should be willing to 
endure injury and insult rather than inflict that on anyone else, least of all a fellow 
Christian.  Paul challenged these two Christian men in Corinth.  In effect, he said to 
them, “No one is going to win here.  Regardless of who wins your silly little lawsuit, you 
both lose.  Your church loses.  And God loses.”  It just provided evidence – especially to 
every pagan Corinthian – that this Christian “love” business was likely just a sham.  
When push came to shove, self-interest and protecting my rights won the day.  Paul 
called these two men to do something hard: to give up what they thought they deserved 
for the higher good of God and His kingdom.  But from the viewpoint of the future – or 
eternity - they weren’t really being asked to take a loss.  No one who accepts wrong for 
the sake of God’s glory will ever really be a loser.   

Clearly, Paul argued here that God and His people’s reputation is greater than my 
entitlements.  He said, “But instead, one believer sues another—right in front of 
unbelievers!” (1 Cor. 6:6 NLT)  What was so wrong about that?  Followers of Jesus 
have access to the Holy Spirit’s wisdom because He lives in us.  We have to go out to 
people who don’t have the Holy Spirit, who reject our viewpoint, and who could care 
less about living a life that glorifies God in order to get guidance on how to resolve our 
differences.  Really?  What impression does that leave with a non-believer?  And then 
the very fact Christians have such serious disagreements with each other that they must 
resort to lawsuits and courts to settle their differences.  It says Jesus’ followers believe 
we’re more likely to get justice from unbelievers than from each other.  What does that 
do for our reputation as God’s special people who supposedly have what this world so 
desperately needs?  Talk about being incredibly poor witnesses for Jesus!  We just 
advertise to the world that when it comes to our differences, when it comes to getting 
what we think we deserve, when it comes to whatever we think we’re entitled to, we’re 
just like the world!  We’re not really different than people who have no use for Jesus.   

Does this Scripture have anything to say to us about when we get defrauded by or we 
get sued by a non-believer over some matter?  Not explicitly.  I should think if we’re 
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being sued, it’s OK to defend ourselves.  But if my relationship with even a non-believer 
is more important than protecting my rights, we need to make this a matter of a whole 
lot more thought, soul-searching, and prayer before we take legal action. 

I appreciated what Tom Wiles did.  Or didn’t do, actually.  He’s a believer as well as a 
chaplain at a Christian college.  As a friend climbed into his brand new Ford Ranger 
truck one day, he noticed these two big scrapes by the passenger door. "What 
happened here?" he asked.  "My neighbor's basketball post fell and left those dents and 
white scars," Tom answered sadly.  "You're kidding! How awful," his friend 
commiserated. "This truck is so new I can smell it."  "What's even worse is my neighbor 
doesn't feel responsible for the damage," Tom explained.  His friend was shocked, "Did 
you contact your insurance company? How are you going to get him to pay for it?"  
"This has been a real spiritual journey for me," Tom replied. "After a lot of soul-
searching and discussions with my wife about hiring an attorney, it came down to this: I 
can either be in the right, or I can be in a relationship with my neighbor.  Since my 
neighbor will probably be with me longer than this truck, I decided that I'd rather be in a 
relationship than be right.”  That’s an example of how to make a decision regarding a 
conflict that puts Jesus and His reputation first, not my rights or my entitlements.  God’s 
Word says our future should profoundly affect our present.  That’s the general 
transferable truth behind the specific one:  because of my future, I handle conflicts 
differently now.  But every follower of Jesus has a past.  And God’s Word also says… 

BECAUSE OF MY PAST, I LIVE A GOD-GLORIFYING LIFE NOW.   

Every adult member of the church in Corinth had been a pagan before Paul shared the 
good news of Jesus with them.  All of them were first generation followers of Jesus.  No 
one had grown up in a Christian home.  No one had gone to Sunday School as a kid or 
been part of a youth group.  Every last one of them had been spiritually lost sinners 
destined for Hell and eternal separation from God.  Some of them had been involved in 
open, blatant sin personally.  “Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or 
commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality, or are thieves, or 
greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of these will inherit 
the Kingdom of God.  Some of you were once like that.” (1 Cor. 6:9-11 NLT) 

We all started out as lost sinners in desperate need of God’s grace and mercy.  I love to 
remind people and myself from time to time that this church is not a museum for perfect 
people, but a hospital for sick people.  If we ever lose touch with that essential 
knowledge about ourselves, we stop being a church of Jesus Christ.  The late pastor 
and author, Eugene Peterson, put it memorably.  “Every congregation is a congregation 
of sinners.  And if that weren't bad enough, each has a sinner for a pastor.”  True 
enough!  My parents were devout followers of Jesus.  My maternal grandparents were 
strong believers.  All of them were involved in full time Christian ministry of one kind or 
another.  I’ve enjoyed the wonderful privilege of a godly heritage, but I can assure you 
that your pastor is still a sinner saved by grace.  So are you.  The Bible says, “For 
everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.” (Rom. 3:23 NLT)  
That’s my past, your past, and the past of every follower of Jesus without exception. 
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But our Scripture today implies that I’m called out of my sinful past and I’m given the 
ability through God’s Spirit to live a life that glorifies God right now in my present.  
Please notice the past tense in the verse I highlighted a minute ago.  “Some of you were 
once like that.” (1 Cor. 6:11 NLT)  “Were” – past tense.  Paul specifically identified 
several sinful attitudes and behaviors that he knew had been demonstrated in the lives 
of those Corinthian Christians before Jesus saved them.  He wasn’t trying to provide an 
exhaustive list.  That list represented their past, former lives, not their present, current 
lives.  Your list and my list will not be the same as their list, but we all have a list, to be 
sure!  And the important reminder here is that it needs to represent our past lives – or 
former lives - not our present or current lives.  If anything on those lists – the 
Corinthians list, my list, or your list – shows up in our lives now, we need to immediately 
repent and forsake it.  On the one hand, don’t ever think that you can get clean enough, 
good enough, or holy enough to ever deserve God’s grace.  On the other hand, if we 
think His grace gives us some kind of ongoing permission to keep indulging all of that 
old junk in our lives, we’ve never really understood the grace of God or experienced it.  
God’s Word is just as clear and direct for us today as it was for the Corinthians:  You 
are now someone different in Jesus Christ; therefore, live like it. 

It’s pumpkin season.  I don’t know who came up with this analogy, but I love it.  The 
question:  "What is it like to be a Christian?"  The answer:  “It’s like being a pumpkin.  
God picks you from the patch, brings you in, and washes all the dirt off of you.  Then he 
cuts off the top and scoops out all the yucky stuff.  He removes the seeds of doubt, 
hate, and greed, and then he carves you a new smiling face and puts his light inside of 
you to shine for all the world to see."  Sums it up pretty well, doesn’t it?  You are now 
someone different in Jesus Christ; therefore, live like it. 

Therefore, I am called to live into who I am now because of what Jesus did for me.  
“Some of you were once like that.  But you were cleansed; you were made holy; you 
were made right with God by calling on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 
Spirit of our God.” (1 Cor. 6:11 NLT)  If your list of sins looks just like the Corinthians’ list 
- or if it looks either worse or maybe milder than that list – it doesn’t matter.  We all 
share something wonderful in common.  We’ve all been rescued from Hell and eternal 
damnation by God’s grace.  First, each of us has been cleansed or washed from all the 
many ways sin makes us dirty and unclean.  The Bible says, “He saved us, not because 
of the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our 
sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit.”  (Tit. 3:5 NLT)  Second, 
each of us has been made holy or sanctified.  In other words, we’ve been set apart 
away from the world and unto God by what Jesus did on the cross.  The Bible says, 
“For God’s will was for us to be made holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, 
once for all time.” (Heb. 10:10 NLT)  Third, each of us has been made right or justified.  
Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we’re declared right and good in His sight.  
It’s “just-as-if” we never even committed one sin.  The Bible says, “Yet God, in his 
grace, freely makes us right in his sight.  He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed 
us from the penalty for our sins.”  (Rom. 3:24 NLT)  Because of my past, I live a God-
glorifying life now. 
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Have you heard the true story about a Callery pear tree that had been planted near 
Building 5 of the World Trade Center?  Since the early 1970s each year the tree's 
delicate white blossoms had brought a touch of spring into a world of concrete.  Then 
came September 11, 2001.  Like all the other trees that had been planted there, that 
pear tree disappeared beneath the fallen towers.  But amazingly, in October, a cleanup 
worker found her, all smashed up and pinned between blocks of concrete.  She was 
decapitated and the eight remaining feet of trunk was charred black. The roots were 
broken, and there was only one living branch. 

Initially, many observers thought the tree was unsalvageable.  But the cleanup workers 
at Ground Zero persuaded an employee with the city’s Parks Department to give the 
tree a chance, so it was sent off to a tree nursery in the Bronx.  Even the tree nursery 
workers doubted they could save it.  But once the dead, burned parts of the tree had 
been cut away, and her trimmed roots deeply planted in good rich soil, it survived.   The 
tree was given a new name—Survivor.  In the spring of 2010 disaster struck Survivor 
yet again.  The tree had been ripped out of the ground by a terrible storm with 100 mile 
per hour winds.  Once again rescue workers worked together to salvage and rescue 
Survivor.  Once again, the tree was resurrected from the dead. 

The next year Survivor was incorporated into the 9/11 memorial.  She was planted near 
the footprint of the South Tower. The tree was planted so that the traumatized side 
faces the public.  Some people weren't pleased to have the tree back. They said it 
"spoiled" the symmetry of the landscaping, because it’s a different species from the 
other nearby trees.  Indeed, it is different.  On the tenth anniversary of 9/11, when the 
memorial site was opened to survivors and family members, many of them tied blue 
ribbons onto Survivor's branches.  And once again every spring, Survivor delights the 
world with its delicate white blossoms. 

If God can bring a tree back to physical life through the rescue efforts of some 
determined people, how much more can He bring you and me back to spiritual life 
through the rescue effort of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  May we glorify Him every 
day when we choose to live like people who have been rescued.  “So whether you eat 
or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”  (1 Cor. 10:31 NLT)   


