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IN CORRECTING ONE ANOTHER                                                    1 CORINTHIANS 5 

When Christians refuse to confront and correct each other, all hell breaks loose.  I hope 

that statement shocked you.  That was my intent.  When Christians refuse to confront 

and correct each other, all hell breaks loose.  Probably the worst example of that fact in 

recent history has been the sexual abuse of children by Roman Catholic priests and 

then the cover up by church officials.  If you think non-Christians discriminate between 

Roman Catholics and Protestants or Roman Catholics and Baptists, I very much doubt 

it.  Instead, they paint us all with the same brush.  “You Christians are all just a bunch of 

hypocrites!”  But if you assume the sin of sexual abuse is just a problem among some 

Roman Catholic priests, you’d be wrong, unfortunately.  A team of journalists at the Fort 

Worth Star-Telegram spent nearly nine months investigating a pattern of sexual abuse 

by pastors in a loose network of independent, fundamentalist Baptist churches and 

unveiled their findings in a series of articles back in 2018.  They investigated at least 

412 allegations of sexual misconduct by pastors in 187 independent, fundamentalist 

Baptist churches.  And the pattern of cover up flourished there as well just like in the 

Roman Catholicism hierarchy which allowed abusers to move around the country and 

lead other churches without consequence.   

You may also be aware that sinful lifestyles and patterns of behavior have been 

discovered in a number of high profile pastors and Christian leaders in recent months 

and years.  In many cases, adequate correction or confrontation was absent.  The 

inevitable result?  People made in God’s image are damaged or destroyed.  Faithful 

believers are demoralized.  The Church of Jesus Christ is held up for public ridicule.  

And, worst of all, God Himself is dishonored and His glory obscured.  When Christians 

refuse to confront and correct each other, all hell breaks loose.     

We’re in the midst of a message series on Paul’s first letter to the Christians living in the 

Greek City of Corinth.  The series title is “‘In Whatever You Do’:  Discovering What It 

Means To Glorify God.”  That was – and still is – the goal of every follower of Jesus 

every day in every possible arena of life.  To glorify, to magnify, and to make as large 

and wonderful as possible who God is to everyone around us.  The key verse in 

understanding 1 Corinthians is found in 10:31 (NLT), “So whether you eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”  What we get in this letter is Paul helping 

those first Christians in Corinth figure out what glorifying God looked like in their church 

and their personal lives.  The specific issue Paul raised in what we consider today was 

not a pleasant one.  It was sordid and nasty.  And it could not be more relevant to us 

2,000 years later.  It dealt with open, flagrant sin in the life of a member of the church in 

Corinth and how the church should deal with it.  Paul’s message?  If you want to glorify 

God, this man needs to be confronted and corrected   If not, all hell will break loose.   

1 Corinthians 5.  So, a professing Christian and active member of the church in Corinth 

was having an ongoing sexual relationship with his step-mother.  The man’s father was 

either dead or divorced from the woman.  She couldn’t have been a believer herself, 

because Paul would have called for her to be confronted, too.   Now, sexual immorality 
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was an accepted fact of life in Greek culture.  Corinth itself was a city notorious for 

sexual immorality.  Most Corinthians thought you could be religious or spiritual, yet still 

act any way you pleased when it came to sex.  But Paul had faithfully taught those new 

converts that God had specific boundaries when it came to sex.  He was shocked to 

learn that since his departure from Corinth a sexually sinful lifestyle was being 

completely tolerated by the church itself.  God had already made His will clear on this 

specific situation in the Old Testament.  “Do not have sexual relations with any of your 

father’s wives, for this would violate your father.”  (Lev. 18:8 NLT)  But, as Paul pointed 

out, this kind of relationship was even thought to be very wrong and repulsive to pagans 

– non-believers, people who had very few sexual boundaries whatsoever.  I want to get 

at the transferable concepts or truths found in 1 Corinthians 5 by asking three questions 

and letting the text provide the answers.  Here’s the first question: 

WHY SHOULD I CONFRONT A FOLLOWER OF JESUS? 

The first answer to that question is more implicit than explicit, but that doesn’t make it 

any less important.  Because sin is a big deal to God.  Some people – even Christians – 

think Paul came off sounding very harsh and unloving here.  That’s because they don’t 

appreciate the biblical view of God’s holiness and how seriously He feels about human 

sin in any form.  He hates it because of what it does to creatures made in His image.  

Paul wrote here, “Don’t you realize that this sin is like a little yeast that spreads through 

the whole batch of dough?... Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed for us.” (1 

Cor. 5:6-7 NLT)  In the Passover event itself and later through the Passover feast, God 

had taught the Israelites that sin was like yeast.  Just like a little dab of yeast could 

make a whole loaf of bread change dramatically by making it rise, so just a little 

unchecked sin can ruin a person’s life or ruin an entire church.  If we’re ever tempted to 

minimize sin, excuse sin, or consider it something unimportant, remember Jesus had to 

die on a cross to deal with your sin, my sin, and everyone’s sin.  Sin put Jesus on the 

cross.  He died there to free you and me from both the penalty and the power of sin in 

our lives.  Maybe not to us, but sin is a very big deal to God.   

Why should I confront another follower of Jesus?  Secondly, because of who we are in 
Jesus now.  Meaning what?  We’re new creatures in Christ Jesus.  We should look, act, 
and think differently.  Therefore, we now have a different attitude toward sin.   Paul was 
frankly aghast at how the Corinthians could ever think they had arrived spiritually while 
overlooking this terrible, ongoing sin in their midst.  Instead of being proud and boastful, 
they should have been filled with shame and sorrow.  They should have been asking 
themselves, “How could a member of our church make this choice?”  No, Paul didn’t 
expect Christians to be sinless.  We all struggle with sin daily.  So, how was this man’s 
sin different?  This was open sin, deliberate sin, and ongoing sin.  In addition, 
apparently, he felt no need to change his behavior, he acknowledged no guilt, and he 
refused to repent.   Because of who we are in Jesus now, actually becoming more like 
Jesus is imperative for followers of Jesus.   Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, 
we’re supposed to live into who we are now which means getting rid of what we used to 
be.  It’s just not an option.  Sure, it takes awhile – probably our entire lives here on 
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Earth.   Sure, it’s sometimes hard work.  But the last thing you do is just refuse to 
confront and correct it in yourself or in one another when it shows its ugly face.  The 
Bible says to us, “Be who you are now in Jesus!”   We’re called to have that attitude 
toward ourselves and toward one another.  We’re accountable to each other.   

Thelma and Victor Hayes struck it rich.  In August of 2005, the Canadian couple won 
more than $7 million (Canadian) in the lottery.  Thelma and Victor were one of the 
oldest couples ever to win such a large jackpot.  At the time they won, the Hayes had 
been married 63 years, and both of them were 89-years-old.  They were asked the 
typical question, "What are you going to do with the money?"  The couple responded 
that, at this stage in life, they were unlikely to become "giddy high spenders."  In fact, 
they intended to remain in the retirement home where they lived.  While Victor planned 
on buying a Lincoln Town Car, Thelma's personal shopping list contained only one item. 
She told reporters, "I'm getting a new pair of nylons."  Thelma's response was viewed as 
being comical, if not foolish.  How could someone win a fortune and change nothing 
about her life - except to buy a pair of hose?  Well, isn’t it even more foolish for those of 
us who have won the spiritual grand prize not to live in a way that’s consistent with 
being a new creation in Jesus Christ?  Be who you are in Jesus!  A second question…. 

WHY AM I RELUCTANT TO CONFRONT A FOLLOWER OF JESUS? 

Many of us just hate conflict in any form.  We avoid it like the plague.  The tragic result 
is that sin wins, people get hurt, and God’s glory is diminished.  But, again, our text 
provides some answers.  First, I get confused about when to judge and what to tolerate.   
Here’s something Jesus said, “‘Do not judge others, and you will not be judged.  For you 
will be treated as you treat others.  The standard you use in judging is the standard by 
which you will be judged.’”  (Mt. 7:1-2 NLT)   Those may well be the most 
misunderstood verses in the entire Bible.  Sometimes we’re encouraged to overlook or 
minimize the most scandalous behavior by the statement, “Well, even Jesus said we 
shouldn’t judge others.”  No, He didn’t.  Jesus was condemning hypocritical judgments – 
condemning in others what we don’t condemn in ourselves.  Paul was not sleeping with 
his own stepmother while he condemned this man for sleeping with his stepmother!  If 
you think Jesus taught His followers - or the Bible itself teaches - that we should 
suspend all discernment of our own behavior or the conduct of others, you simply have 
not read the New Testament.  Godly discernment is advocated everywhere!  We’re 
invited to discern our own conduct and attitudes and each other’s on every page!   

Right now being tolerant is considered a very great virtue in our culture except, 
ironically, when it comes to people or viewpoints that are intolerant of something!   In 
other words, we should tolerate everything but intolerance.  The Corinthian Christians 
probably allowed this man to do what he did in the name of “tolerance.”  They probably 
said to each other, “Look how loving and accepting we are.  Look how open-minded we 
are!   We accept this brother just as he is.”  We should never underestimate what 
people – even Christians - will allow in the name of being “open-minded” and “tolerant.”  
Sadly, when we tolerate what’s wrong and refuse to condemn what’s evil in ourselves 
and in fellow believers, sin wins and God’s glory is diminished. 
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Now, Paul made a very important qualification here we tend to forget.  We’re not 
expected to confront everyone.  We’re not expected to confront non-Christians or avoid 
them despite their sinful lives.  Paul wrote here, “But I wasn’t talking about unbelievers 
who indulge in sexual sin, or are greedy, or cheat people, or worship idols.  You would 
have to leave this world to avoid people like that.  I meant that you are not to associate 
with anyone who claims to be a believer yet indulges in (all these sins)….  Don’t even 
eat with such people.  What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church?  
Are you not to judge those inside?  God will judge those outside.”  (1 Cor. 5:10-13 NLT)   
It’s amusing and sad when Christians get all upset about the conduct and attitudes of 
non-Christians.  What do you expect?  The world is going to be the world!  If you cut 
yourself off from them, avoid them, and hide from them, how will any of them ever hear 
about Jesus?  Jesus was often criticized for hanging out with ungodly people too much.  
Understand Paul’s assumption here.  The only way for us to be seen as a viable 
alternative to the world is for us to be in the world, but not of the world!   You know 
what’s ironic in light of Paul’s advice here?  Christians can stand in judgment of non-
Christians and refuse to reach out to them because they’re afraid of being 
contaminated, while we put up with and overlook what’s wrong and sinful in us. 

Here’s another reason we’re reluctant to confront and correct other Christians.  I fail to 
see confrontation and correction as an act of love.  Was Paul being loving when he 
wrote the following?  “Then you must throw this man out and hand him over to Satan so 
that his sinful nature will be destroyed and he himself] will be saved on the day the 
Lord returns.” (1 Cor. 5:5 NLT)  It does sound pretty extreme and drastic, but, yes, 
actually, it was an act of love.  Bible scholars have struggled to interpret correctly what 
exactly Paul was advocating there.  Yes, it could have meant allowing Satan to kill the 
man physically so his soul or spirit could still go to Heaven.  But I don’t think that’s what 
Paul was saying.  Instead, I believe he was telling the church in Corinth to expel this 
man from their worship gatherings, from their communal meals where the Lord’s Supper 
was observed, and from ordinary social interaction with any of them until he repented.  
This was spiritual “social distancing”!  If I can paraphrase Paul’s thought here, he said, 
“The church is God’s territory.  The world is Satan’s territory.  If this man insists on living 
like someone controlled by the devil, then let him get the whole experience.  Let’s hope 
and pray, then, that the devil makes him so miserable, that he comes running back to 
Jesus and the church repentant, ready to change, and willing now to be who he is in 
Jesus.”  Was it “tough” love?  Yes, to be sure, but it was love, nonetheless.  The real 
motivation was not to humiliate this man or to punish him.  The real motivation was his 
ultimate salvation, not his destruction.  It was to restore him, not condemn him. 

Why are we reluctant to correct and confront other followers of Jesus?  Fourth, I don’t 
appreciate the fact God’s people need to be protected.  It’s fair to say Paul was even 
more concerned about the negative impact this man’s sin would have upon the entire 
church in Corinth than even upon the man himself.  It’s really bad when God’s own 
people – as was true in this case – look more like their surroundings than they do Jesus 
Himself.   That’s what Paul was getting at here when we wrote, “Don’t you realize that 
this sin is like a little yeast that spreads through the whole batch of dough?  Get rid of 
the old ‘yeast’ by removing this wicked person from among you.  Then you will be like a 
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fresh batch of dough made without yeast, which is what you really are.”  (1 Cor. 5:6-7 
NLT)  Not dealing with serious, flagrant, open sin by professing Christians can be the 
same as condoning it.  When it’s swept under the rug, it robs God of His glory, 
demoralizes God’s people, and destroys our reputation as God’s people.   That brings 
us to a final question we need to ask and answer today. 

HOW DO I CONFRONT A FOLLOWER OF JESUS CORRECTLY?  

No, it’s never enjoyable, and it shouldn’t be.  But, Jesus actually provided a step by step 
process to do it in a godly way that was modeled in what Paul told the Corinthian church 
to do.  “‘If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the offense.  If 
the other person listens and confesses it, you have won that person back.  But if you are 
unsuccessful, take one or two others with you and go back again, so that everything you 
say may be confirmed by two or three witnesses.  If the person still refuses to listen, 
take your case to the church.  Then if he or she won’t accept the church’s decision, treat 
that person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector.”  (Mt. 18:15-17 NLT)    

Not long after I became your pastor, we had to go this route.  At that time, we had a 
man in our church who began to proclaim heretical beliefs about the Christian faith in 
some of our adult Bible classes.  He was also difficult to deal with and belligerent when 
he was challenged.   He thought of himself as some kind of prophet, had a website that 
popularized his beliefs, and was soliciting some of our members for financial support for 
his “ministry.”  I invited him to meet with me personally.  He refused.  I invited him to 
meet with me and other church leaders.  He refused.  So, we called for and held a 
congregational meeting in this room.  Evidence of his heresy was presented to the 
congregation.  He was present and was unable to defend his beliefs. He obviously had 
no interest in repentance.  The congregation then voted to remove his membership in 
our church and he was asked not to return until and unless he was willing to repent.  
Sadly, we’ve never seen him again, but I strongly believe we acted correctly and 
biblically in his case.  It was painful, but necessary. 

Jesus’ instruction is quite clear.  Step one:  Do it privately.   I believe in most cases, this 
brings a good resolution.  If you’re sure you’re on firm biblical ground when you confront 
a fellow believer about a sinful behavior or attitude, he or she is likely to admit it and 
repent of it.  Sadly, many times we’re too timid and afraid of confrontation to do even 
that.   Step two:  Involve other believers.  By doing so, you raise the stakes of the 
person continuing their sinful behavior or attitudes.  Step three:  Involve the entire 
church.   When confrontation gets to this stage, correction isn’t by one or a few 
members of the church.  Any discipline need to be agreed upon and carried out by the 
church community as a whole.  Step four:  Refuse any association until there’s 
repentance.  Paul explicitly called for steps three and four here, because we can 
assume steps one and two were ignored.  “You must call a meeting of the church. I will 
be present with you in spirit, and so will the power of our Lord Jesus.   Then you must 
throw this man out and hand him over to Satan so that his sinful nature will be 
destroyed and he himself will be saved on the day the Lord returns.” (1 Cor. 5:4-5 NLT)   
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That brings us to Step five:  Restore the relationship when there’s evidence of 

repentance.  Whatever happened to this man who was sleeping with his stepmother?  

What was the end of the story?  We can’t be 100% sure.  But many believe something 

Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians addressed this specific situation.  “If anyone has caused 

grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has grieved all of you to some extent…. 

The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient.  Now instead, you ought to 

forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.  I 

urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him.”  (2 Cor. 2:5-8 NLT)   In today’s church 

culture, sadly, challenging open, flagrant sin often doesn’t result in bringing a sinning 

fellow believer to repentance.  He or she can just go down the street to another church 

and claim they were cruelly mistreated by their former congregation.  But that doesn’t 

mean we shouldn’t practice the biblical principles found here.  When it comes to 

correcting and confronting followers of Jesus, doing it God’s way glorifies God.   

I appreciated reading about how one church in Illinois handled a very sad situation.  
They had to discipline a man by removing him from membership for repeated and 
unrepentant adultery.  The church followed the guidelines in Matthew 18 and his 
response was, "I know what I'm doing.  I know what you have to do, so do what you 
must because I don't care!  I plan to never darken the doors of this church again 
anyway!  So why should I care?"  He proceeded to divorce his wife.  His wife continued 
to attend church.  They supported her and prayed with and for her.  They prayed God 
would do whatever was necessary to open this man's eyes and bring him back into a 
right relationship with Himself.    

This man was active in the Army Reserves, and his unit was sent overseas to process 
the bodies of soldiers who died in Iraq and prepare them for their return to the United 
States.  God's hand was working in his life as he was confronted on a daily basis with 
the brevity of life and the permanence of eternity.  Following his tour of duty and after 
two years, this man called the pastor of that church and asked if they could meet.  In the 
pastor’s office, he threw himself on the pastor’s shoulder, wept, and said he wanted to 
confess his sin.  He eventually met with the elders, confessed his sin, and asked to be 
forgiven for his arrogance and the negative impact he’d had on his family and the 
church.  His marriage was restored and renewed.  Even his wife, who said she probably 
could never trust him again, was amazed at the change in his life.  What a joy it was to 
announce at a congregational meeting, that after 2½ years, discipline against this 
brother in Christ was lifted and that he was restored to the fellowship!  The whole 
church got to see God at work restoring both that man and his marriage. 

We still live in a sinful world.  Christians still sin.  Sometimes Christians get stuck in their 
sin and refuse to repent.  When it happens – not if, but when – God has provided a way 
to confront and correct followers of Jesus in a way that glorifies Him.  “So whether you 
eat of drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” (1 Cor. 10:31 NLT)   


