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THE DISRUPTION OF THE PASSOVER & THE RED SEA CROSSING 
EXODUS 12:1-13; 14:21-31 
 
Nine year old Joe was asked by his mom what he’d learned in Sunday School.  “Well, 
our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to 
lead the Israelites out of Egypt.  When he got to the Red Sea, he had his engineers 
build a pontoon bridge and all the people walked across safely.  Then, Moses used his 
walkie-talkie to radio headquarters and call in an air strike.  They sent in bombs to blow 
up the bridge and all the Israelites were saved!”  Joe’s mom knew better, of course. “Is 
that really what your teacher taught you today?”  “Well, no,” said Joe, “but if I told you 
the way the teacher did, you’d never believe it!”  Fair enough.  He’s got a point.   
 
We’re in the midst of a message series I’m calling The God of Disruption.  OK, let’s just 
acknowledge that we’re living in a time of great disruption with the pandemic raging on 
as well as significant social unrest.  Disruption makes most of us feel very anxious and 
uncomfortable.  But the more I read and study the Bible, the more I run into the fact that 
God is actually very comfortable with disruption.  We aren’t, but He is.  In fact, God 
often uses disruption of many kinds to accomplish His will.  He either creates disruption 
or He frequently allows it.  You can observe that fact both in the lives of key people in 
the Bible and in its key events.  God’s plans and purposes included the experience of 
significant disruption. So far, we’ve seen how God used disruption in the lives of Joseph 
and Moses.  But certain key events in the Bible were also highly disruptive.  We 
consider two of those today:  the very first Passover and the miraculous crossing of the 
Israelites over or through the Red Sea.  What can those two monumental events teach 
us?  Let’s consider the Passover first. 
 
THE PASSOVER:  I NEED TO BE SAVED FROM GOD. 
 
Jewish people still celebrate Passover every year.  It goes back to the event we’re 
reflecting on today.  Did you know the Passover is a powerful illustration of what God 
was going to do in and through Jesus?  The very first Christians were keenly aware the 
Passover actually pointed to another key and highly disruptive event – the crucifixion of 
Jesus.  In 1 Cor. 5:7 (NLT) we read, “Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed for 
us.”  But, first, let’s read the original story about the Passover just now.   
 
The first Passover happened in a time of acute disruption orchestrated by God Himself.  
It involved the tenth and final plague God sent down on a very stubborn Pharaoh and 
the people of Egypt.  God had sent these disruptive plagues upon the Egyptians in 
order to convince them to let the Jewish people leave Egypt and slavery forever.  God’s 
disruptive judgment was going to fall upon the Egyptians in the form of the death of 
every firstborn child in every family throughout the country.  The Passover was God’s 
way of delivering the Jewish people from His own disruptive judgment.  It was God’s 
way to save His people from Himself.  Awful disruption was going to fall on the 
Egyptians and so God Himself provided a way out – an escape – for His people. 
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Now, that’s what Jesus did at the cross for you and me.  God saved you from Himself.  
Because God is absolutely holy, He can’t just allow sin and evil to go unpunished.  He 
can’t just overlook or ignore it.  He must deal with it justly or God wouldn’t be God.  It’s 
amazing to see, then, some of the parallels between the first Passover and what 
happened at the cross.  At the first Passover, God was beginning to teach His people 
what He was going to do some 1500 years later with Jesus.  No, the Jewish people in 
Egypt didn’t have a clue yet about Jesus, but God was leaving a record of what He’s 
done and what He wants to do for all of us to look back on, learn from, and then apply to 
our own lives.  How are the Passover and the cross alike? 
 
First, both the Passover lamb and Jesus were perfect.  We read in Ex. 12:5 (NLT), “The 
animal you select must be a one-year-old male, either a sheep or a goat, with no 
defects.”  Passover lambs had to be physically perfect.  The New Testament makes 
much of the fact Jesus was and is sinless; in other words, He was and is spiritually and 
morally perfect.  2 Cor. 5:21 (NLT) says, “For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be 
the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.”  Heb. 
4:15 (NLT) adds this thought, “This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for 
he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin.”  Why is Jesus being sinless 
such a big deal?  Jesus was our substitute on the cross.  If He’d committed even one 
sin, then He could only have died for His own sin and not for ours.  He had to be 
perfect.  It’s interesting the Jewish people had to observe the Passover lamb for at least 
four days before it was killed in order to make sure it was without any physical defects.  
Jesus was closely observed from some 33 years.  Not even His enemies and those who 
killed Him were ever able to point out even one sin Jesus ever committed. 
 
Second, both the Passover lamb and Jesus were intentionally killed as a sacrifice.  The 
lamb wasn’t killed accidentally.   Neither was Jesus.  His death on the cross wasn’t 
some kind of tragic mistake that got out of hand.  Killing a Passover lamb was a 
deliberate act carried out by every Jewish family.  Jesus’ death on the cross was 
deliberately allowed by God Himself in order to save you and me from this own eternal 
judgment.  The first Christians understood this well and they appreciated the symbolism 
found in the Passover.  In 1 Pt. 1:18-19 (NLT), for example, we read, “For you know that 
God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from your ancestors.  
And it was not paid with mere gold or silver, which lose their value.  It was the precious 
blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God.”  It was no coincidence Jesus was 
actually crucified during the Passover observance going on in Jerusalem at the time. 
 
Third, both the Passover lamb and Jesus had no bones broken.  Granted, that’s not a 
major truth, but it’s interesting, isn’t it?  At the first Passover, these instructions were 
given in Ex. 12:46 (NLT), “Each Passover lamb must be eaten in one house.  Do not 
carry any of its meat outside, and do not break any of its bones.”  Now, compare that 
verse with what we read happened at the cross in Jo. 19:32-33 (NLT), “So the soldiers 
came and broke the legs of the two men crucified with Jesus.  But when they came to 
Jesus, they saw that he was already dead, so they didn’t break his legs.”   
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Fourth, the actual shedding of blood was necessary to escape God’s judgment.  At the 
first Passover, the lamb’s blood has to be applied to the top and sides of the door into 
each home.  Some see in that a symbol of the cross some 1500 years before Jesus 
actually died on the cross.  The Bible clearly teaches that Jesus’ literal death – the 
shedding of His blood – was necessary for God’s judgment to be turned away.  In Rom. 
3:25 (NLT) we read, “For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin.  People are 
made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his 
blood.”  Sin matters to God.  It required nothing less than the life of His own Son.  
 
Here’s an additional truth that flows out from that truth.  How much or how little sin you 
commit doesn’t really matter.  Perhaps some of the firstborn people who died at the first 
Passover were great sinners, but others might have been pretty good morally.  It didn’t 
matter.  The angel of death made no distinction.  All he looked for was the blood on the 
door.  We still tend to believe today that people who sin less are in some way more 
acceptable to God than those who sin more.  Not when it comes to escaping God’s 
judgment.  All of us are sinners before God.  And He looks to see if the blood of Jesus 
has been applied to your life and mine.  Without the blood of Jesus applied to his or her 
life, not even a person who sins infrequently can be saved.  But when the blood of 
Jesus is applied to any person’s life, not even a great sinner can be lost. 
 
Something else.  No substitute for the blood was acceptable.  Imagine a Jewish family 
at that first Passover saying, “This is a silly thing to do.  Very barbaric.  Let’s just pray a 
lot instead.  Let’s sing lots of worship songs instead.  Let’s go out and help poor people 
instead.”  Would that have stopped the angel of death on that first Passover night?  No.  
The firstborn in that family would have still died.  Suppose a Jewish family had said, 
“This is a wonderful little lamb.  So cute!  So perfect!  Where’s the sense in killing it?”  
Would that have stopped the angel of death?  No.  There was no substitute for the 
blood.  Here’s my point.  Millions of people in our own country and around the world 
admire Jesus, think well of Jesus, and respect Jesus, but they don’t believe that He 
needed to die and shed His blood for them to escape God’s judgment.  Is admiring 
Jesus enough?  No, it’s only faith in the death of Jesus – His blood shed for us – that 
provides deliverance from God’s eternal judgment.   
 
Many of us saw Mel Gibson’s move, “The Passion of the Christ.”  It’s certainly the 
bloodiest depiction of Jesus’ death I’ve ever seen, although Bible scholars tell us it still 
felt short of the reality of what happened to Jesus.  When the movie was released in 
Italy, the review board gave it a G rating.  Some parents objected, saying the movie was 
too violent for kids to watch.  Perhaps that’s true.  But the reaction of one Italian author, 
RIccardo Zucconi, was more about theology than parenting.  He refused to allow his 
kids to see the film, in his words, “because I want them to have this idea of the 
spirituality of Christ, not this idea of debauchery.  The soul of Jesus is important, not his 
body.”  Zucconi preferred instead to have his kids watch an older film that included no 
bloody, violent scenes involving Jesus at all.  Zucconi did see “The Passion of the 
Christ” himself.  His reaction to it?  “I think sometimes I will shut my eyes to preserve 
myself from all this blood.”  His reaction says a lot about how many people respond to 
the crucifixion of Jesus.  Dismiss it.  Minimize it.  Sanitize it.  People want the spirit of 
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Jesus, but without His actual body.  They want His death, maybe, but without the pain.  
They want His sacrifice, but without blood.  But without Jesus’ actual body, without 
Jesus’ intense pain, and without real death, the cross of Jesus is meaningless. 
 
Fifth, obedient faith is necessary if I am saved from God Himself.  Have you ever 
considered how strange or bizarre that first Passover might have seemed to the 
Israelites?  They’d never done anything remotely like this before.  It probably offended 
their common sense in a variety of ways, just like the cross still offends people today.  
Nevertheless, they acted in faith and obeyed.  They simply did what God told them to 
do.  The result?  They were saved from God’s judgment.  If you want to be saved from 
God Himself, you must act in obedient faith.  The Bible says in Eph. 2:8 (NLT), “God 
saved you by his grace when you believed.  And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift 
from God.”  God never insists you understand it fully from start to finish before you 
believe it.  God never demands you dialogue about it and discuss it forever before 
receiving it.  Just do it.  Put your faith in Jesus.  Trust what God has done for you.  
Believe and live.  That’s what we can learn from the Passover.  What can we learn 
about God and His use of disruption from the second event – the Red Sea crossing? 
 
THE RED SEA CROSSING:  I NEED TO BE SAVED BY GOD. 
 
One Bible scholar suggested something about the Red Sea crossing I found to be very 
interesting.  He said the crossing of the Red Sea is to the Old Testament what the 
resurrection of Jesus is to the New Testament.  Meaning what?  When Old Testament 
authors wanted to give the very best possible example of God’s awesome power, they 
often referred to the Red Sea crossing.  When New Testament authors provided the 
supreme example of God’s awesome power, they brought up the fact He raised Jesus 
from the dead.  If the Passover underlines the fact I need to be saved from God, then 
the Red Sea crossing underlines the fact I need to be saved by God.   
 
Before we read the story, here’s some background. Immediately after the first Passover, 
all the Israelites got up and left Egypt in mass at the Lord’s command.  The Bible tell us 
this amounted to 600,000 men plus women and children.  Scholars estimate the total 
group was somewhere between 2-3 million people plus all of their livestock.  The 
population of greater metro Columbus is around 2 million people.  Just imagine, then, all 
of the people in Columbus and the surrounding suburbs deciding to leave town all at the 
same time and all moving in the same direction!   At first, Pharaoh was only too glad to 
see the Israelites leave.  Good riddance!  But then he regretted his decision because all 
of his free labor was leaving the country.  So he sent his army after the Jewish people 
intending to force them to return to Egypt and their slavery.  Moses and the people 
found themselves trapped.  On one side of them was a large body of water, and on the 
other side the Egyptian army was bearing down on them.  There was no escape.  Let’s 
read now what God did.   
 
Is there a spiritual lesson in that story for us?  Yes.  Obviously, the Jewish people were 
in a predicament if ever there was one.  This was a disruption with a capital D.  The 
situation looked hopeless and the Jews appeared to be helpless.  You and I face 
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disruptions, too.  True, they may not be on the scale of what Moses and the Jews faced, 
but it’s a disruption just the same.  It might be related to the pandemic we’re all facing 
right now.  Or, it might be bad new about your health.  It might be frightening news 
about someone you love dearly.  The stability of your marriage might be in question 
today.  Perhaps your child has done something that will forever alter his or her life.  
Loss of a job or a devastating financial reversal.  Disruptions.  It’s any kind of life 
experience that prompts you to throw up your hands in disbelief, or sit in a heap and 
weep, or makes you feel like your heart just dropped out of your chest.  Disruptions can 
fill you with fear and overwhelm you with despair.  Disruptions change your world. 
 
This story teaches us lessons.  First, God Himself often leads us into disruptions.  True, 
some we get into because of our own foolishness or sin, but others God sends or 
allows.  God deliberately led the Israelites into the Red Sea incident.  The Bible says in 
Ex. 13:17-18 (NLT), “When Pharaoh finally let the people go, God did not lead them 
along the main road that runs through Philistine territory, even though that was the 
shortest route to the Promised Land.  God said, ‘If the people are faced with a battle, 
they might change their minds and return to Egypt.’  So God led them in a roundabout 
way through the wilderness toward the Red Sea.”  God Himself provided direction.  Ex. 
13:21 (NLT) says, “The Lord went ahead of them.  He guided them during the day with 
a pillar of cloud, and he provided light at night with a pillar of fire.  This allowed them to 
travel by day or by night.”  God deliberately set up this disruption so that His power and 
glory would be revealed both to the Egyptians as well as the Jews.  In Ex. 14:18 (NLT) 
God says, “‘When my glory is displayed through them, all Egypt will see my glory and 
know that I am the Lord!’”  But Ex. 14:31 (NLT) also says, “When the people of Israel 
saw the mighty power that the Lord unleashed against the Egyptians, they were filled 
with awe before him.  They put their faith in the Lord and in his servant, Moses.”   
 
Gladys Aylward was a missionary in China mid-20th century.  During World War 2, she 
had to flee when the Japanese army invaded the area where she was serving.  Her 
ministry was caring for more than a hundred Chinese orphans.  How could she just 
leave?  With only one assistant, Gladys led all those children to safety.  During their 
escape, however, Gladys was often filled with overwhelming fear and despair.  After 
one sleepless night, a 13 year old girl in the group reminded her of this very story – 
Moses and the Israelites crossing the Red Sea.  Gladys said, “But I’m not Moses!”  The 
girl said, “I know you’re not.  But God is still God!”   
 
The Red Sea crossing was no mistake.  The Israelites disruption wasn’t an accident. It’s 
wasn’t a wrong turn.  It was God’s will for them so they could learn some important 
truths about Him.  Is it possible that the disruption you find yourself in today isn’t a 
mistake?  Is it possible this disruption you’re in today – or will be tomorrow – has been 
allowed by God in order to teach you something important about Him?  The fact your life 
is being disrupted doesn’t mean you’ve missed God’s will.  God may have you exactly 
where He wants you.  Just a thought!  But why?  Perhaps to reveal to you how great He 
is.  Perhaps to show you what matters in life’s disruptions is Him not you.  Perhaps to 
build or strengthen your trust in Him.  Some disruptions in life demand we just throw 
ourselves upon God’s grace and mercy, saying, in effect, “God, I have nothing to offer 
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You in this disruption.  I can do nothing to change it.  If You have a purpose in my being 
here, may Your will be done and Your Name made famous through my disruption.” 
 
A second lesson:  disruptions reveal the level of your spiritual maturity.  The Jewish 
people didn’t do well here.  They were filled with great fear.  Then they blamed Moses 
for their disruption.  Yes, they were able to trust God to save them from Himself – the 
Passover – but they weren’t able to trust God to save them from this disruption – the 
Egyptian army bearing down on them at the Red Sea.  It can be the same for us.  We 
can believe Jesus died for our sins.  We can believe in what happened at the cross.  We 
can trust God for eternal salvation.  Heaven, forgiveness of sin – all the really big stuff – 
but then fail to trust God for the smaller, everyday disruptions that come our way.  We 
can get filled with fear.  We can blame God or others. I love it when Moses says to the 
people in Ex. 14:13-14 (NLT), “‘Don’t be afraid.  Just stand still and watch the Lord 
rescue you today.  The Egyptians you see today will never be seen again.  The Lord 
himself will fight for you.  Just stay calm.’”  Maybe we need to hear the Holy Spirit say 
something like that right in the midst of our disruptions, “Don’t be afraid.  Stand still.  
The Lord will fight for you.  Just stay calm.”   
 
One more lesson:  God Himself provides a way of escape from disruptions.  What is 
impossible for us is always entirely possible for God.  God demonstrated that truth or 
principle on a massively grand scale at the Red Sea crossing.  But the spiritual truth is 
real, true, and transferable to us as we live out our lives before the very same God.  The 
Bible says in 1 Cor. 10:13 (MSG), “No test or temptation that comes your way is beyond 
the course of what others have had to face.  All you need to remember is that God will 
never let you down; he’ll never let you be pushed past your limit; he’ll always be there to 
help you come through it.” Think about that!  Every disruption is under God’s control 
even if it’s out of our control.  A question to ponder:  If nothing in your life is ever too big 
for God, then is there anything truly just too big for you?   
 
As a young woman, Frances Havergal, author of hymns such as “Take My Life and Let 
It Be” and “Like A River Glorious,” had a very quick, explosive temper.  Afterward, she’d 
be mortified and confess it to the Lord.  But, then, she’d lose her temper yet again.  One 
day after a particularly bad explosion of her temper, Frances threw herself on her bed 
and wept.  It was a very real disruption in her life.  She prayed, “Lord, must it always be 
so?  Will I always have this temper to keep me humble before You?”  While she on her 
knees, the Lord brought to her minds a Scripture verse we considered today, “The 
Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will see no more forever.”  Those were 
Moses’ words for the Israelites.  Frances’ “Egyptian” was her terrible temper.  It kept her 
in a kind of spiritual bondage.  But she saw then that God could take her temper away.  
She asked, “Lord, could it really be forever?”  God spoke into Frances’ spirit saying, 
“Yes.  No more.  Forever.”  Her sister said from that day Frances Havergal never again 
lost her temper.  She believed God; God delivered. 
 
The Passover and the Red Sea Crossing.  Two very disruptive events.  But God had a 
purpose in them both.  They gave God the opportunity to reveal His power to His 
people.  And they also give God the opportunity to reveal His power to us.   


