Summer 2020

THE

NEWS
Keeping you connected to Karl Road Baptist Church

Re-Opening Church

Summer Ministry

Congrats Grads

Page 3

Pages 4-5

Page 9

1

23,000
Thanks to your generous giving, we have a
$23,000 balance in our
benevolence fund!
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We now have 3 media
outlets where people
can join our worship
service each
Sunday.
1
Website
karlroadbaptist.org
2
YouTube channel
3
Facebook page
If you haven’t
already done so, check
us out on one of these
sites and share with
your friends.

We have helped a few
KRBC family members
during this season and
are poised to
121
provide more help in
the coming weeks and
months!
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teaching and to
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All the believers were
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together and had everything in comThough we’ve been
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When Will KRBC
Re-Open For
In-Person Worship?
By Pastor
Rick Breusch

I’m writing this article on May 19th. By the
time you receive it in early June, it’s likely a
plan will have been put together by Ministry Council and the church’s staff. As a result, it’s not appropriate for me to try and
predict the specifics of that plan today. I
simply want to assure you that the
church’s staff has been discussing and
praying about this matter for a good six
weeks before you received this newsletter.

few months have presented a nearconstant array of complex challenges related to shepherding a church during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The latest complex
challenge is perhaps the trickiest yet: how to
prudently resume in-person gatherings.
“As if the logistical details weren’t challenging enough—how to maintain social distance and limit crowd size, whether or not
to require masks, to sing or not to sing,
what to do with children, and so on—the
whole conversation is fraught with potential
for division. If a congregation… is at all a
microcosm of our larger society, it will likely
contain a broad assortment of strongly held
convictions. Some will be eager to meet in
person and impatient to wait much longer
to get back to normal. Others will insist it’s
unwise to meet at all until there’s a vaccine.
Plenty will fall somewhere in between.

Perhaps providentially, I was sent an article
just today entitled, “Church, Don’t Let
Coronavirus Divide You” by Brett McCracken. It reminded me that what matters
most of all is not the specific re-opening
plan we devise, but instead how we go
about it and how we treat one another
before, during, and after any plan is
launched. With that in mind, the rest of
this article quotes excerpts from this excellent article. I encourage you to read and
reflect on it. In addition, I ask you to pray
for our church’s leaders as they seek to
discern God’s will and timing in any reopening plan. We will certainly communicate that plan to the congregation at the
appropriate time.

In such a precarious and polarizing environment, how can churches move forward in
beautiful unity rather than ugly division? It
won’t be easy. But by God’s grace and the
power of the Holy Spirit working to unify us
in ways our flesh resists, the opportunity is
there for us to be a countercultural model
for the rest of the world.”

“For church leaders… everywhere, the last
3

plans are being made to offer
a drive-through lunch program for the month of July.
Meals will include a Bible activity and will be handed out
to those who drive through
the church’s entrance to pick
them up. Since the program
has been such a good opportunity to keep in touch with
community families who attend our tutoring and club
programs, we pray that this
new plan will help us keep in
touch with many families during this unprecedented time.

SUMMER LUNCH

In past years, the large team
of volunteers have made possible the learning activity time,
Bible lesson and prepared
food and served the healthy
meals. This year’s plan may not require as
many helpers, but it certainly is an opportunity to reach out to our community and
show the love of Christ to them as well.
We are looking for those of you who are
available during the day and are willing to
give some time to prepare lunches or hand
them out to the community. Please contact Beth Ash at 614-404-4297 or call the
church office.

This has been a year to remember so far!
It is time to be thinking about children’s
activities for the summer, but there seems
to be no way to know what will be possible. This year would mark the thirteenth
year KRBC offered a Summer Lunch Program, which was renamed Jesse Coles
Summer Camp last year. Several hundred
children and youth have participated in
learning Bible lessons, enjoying a healthy
meal and spending time reviewing academic work to keep their learning skills
strong through the summer.

As we know, it is not possible to predict
what the months ahead will bring. Work is
being done now so we are prepared to
serve the Lord by reaching out to families.
If there needs to be a change in plans, our
church will give an update.

While we don’t foresee being able to offer
that whole program this summer, much
thought and prayer have gone into deciding what may be possible. As of May,

By Beth Ash
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VBS
LIKE

NEVER
BEFORE

Our lives have changed and been affected by the coronavirus pandemic
over the past several months. This has led to some difficult decisions and
changes to our summer activity schedule. As you know, Vacation Bible
School is a great event for the children, much loved by the church family
and one that I look forward to each year. However, due to the restrictions
placed on us, we had to take a serious look at how we might present VBS in
2020.
Even if we are able to gather again as a church, children’s ministry may be
delayed to a secondary phase of re-opening. It takes a whole lot to pull together what is needed to present a VBS program and we just can’t be sure
how much time we may have for that preparation. Therefore, we will present VBS in a new and much different way than ever before. Ladies and
Gentlemen, I present to you virtual Vacation Bible School.
This year, we are partnering with another church to produce an online VBS
to be aired on our website in mid-July. We are still working to finalize all of
the details, but I am confident that your children will be able to enjoy VBS
this year. The title of our program will be Everest (as in Mount Everest) and
will focus on “conquering challenges with God’s mighty power.”
Our themes and guiding verses for each day are:
Day 1 - God has the Power to Provide. (2 Corinthians 9:8)
Day 2 - God has the Power to Comfort (2 Corinthians 1:4)
Day 3 - God has the Power to Heal (Psalm 147:3)
Day 4 - God has the Power to Forgive (Nehemiah 9:17)
Day 5 - God has
the Power to Love
Us Forever (John
3:15)
Please continue to
check the children’s
ministry section of
our website for updates and links for
registration.
By Todd Tenaglia
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Reflecting on God's faithfulness as the
House of Love (HOL) approaches the
quarter-century mark has been an encouragement to me! What a joy to remember
that in all of our years, we never had a
time where we lacked resources. God
moved in people that I would have never
expected to provide daily for our House of
Love family. And God brought along people who committed to pray and give regularly for our needs-wonderful! I read in 2
Corinthians 9:8 "And God is able to bless
you abundantly, so that In all things at all
times, having all that you need, you will
abound in every good work." We have
been blessed abundantly and I trust as
you read this, and rejoice with us, you will
be blessed as well!

opened in 1995, and I wanted to share
some pictures of just how far the House of
Love has come. There are a few things I
didn't picture that have really changedlike gaining citizenship for our children. When we started, most of the HOL
family were not citizens of Thailand, and
we had dedicated staff who worked to
help them gain citizenship. Now, nearly all
are citizens. And in 2019, I am thrilled to
say that after 25 years of waiting, Da, our
first child to come to the HOL, just received her citizenship! Medical care has
also changed-with AIDS medications,
these days our HIV-infected women and
children stay healthy, and it has been 2
years since we have had a death.
25 years ago, the HOL children were not
allowed in Thai schools because of their
HIV status. So volunteers started teaching

THEN & NOW
Many things have changed since we
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the children at home, with lots of individual help.
Now, not only are all our children able to
go to school, but we now boast 8 college
grads (one pictured here), with 7 more
attending university in the coming year.
Flooding at the HOL in 2004 convinced us
that the time was right to move. Four
years later, with the help of many donors
in Norway, Hong Kong, and the USA, we
were able to buy land and build a new
home to fit the HOL family.
A drone shot of the House of Love property- 3 acres with a girls' dorm (the project offices and study rooms are on the
ground floor) and a boys' dorm (the
House of Blessing Daycare has 3 large
classrooms in this building). There is also
big dining hall, plus a car park and 4
apartments for the HIV-infected women
STILL THE SAME
What's in a name? Back when we were
just getting started, we were discussing
what to name this new venture, and
someone suggested the House of Love.
Some of the new residents felt like
"House of Love" could be the name of a
brothel, but they had quickly realized that
the love they had experienced in this new
home was a different kind of love-the
love of God, and of Christians loving
them in deep ways. In those early days,
even in the sadness of death, I was encouraged that as women were loved, and
came to understand the love of God, they
believed in Jesus before their death.
And the love of God remains the same!
Today, discipleship and worship are an integral part of the HOL family life. Not all
our youth have made a profession of
7

faith, but I can see God at work in their
hearts, and I know that in His time and
His way, God will become real to each
one! Thank you for your care for us at
the House of Love!
The vision of the HOL is to provide a stable home environment that values the
worth and dignity of the individual,
through Christian encouragement and
support.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
John Kirn
FN: Tell us about your family.
John: I’m married to Carol and we have three
children, Joel, Kiersten, and Eryka and four
grandchildren Brian, Erin, Jacob, and Susannah.

FN: Tell us about your hobbies.
John: Today my hobbies are limited to reading,
I love well-constructed language including poetry. I also continue to get a thrill out of discovering new things in and ways of understanding
our Scriptures and creation. Over the years I
have drawn, water-colored and painted in oils
and worked in stained glass. Until a few years
ago I loved golf. I came to the game too late to
be the level of player I wanted to be, but I still
loved chasing those white balls around God’s
out-of-doors. Golf in heaven? I hope so.

FN: How long have you been at KRBC?
John: We began attending in the Fall of 1985 joined in January 1986. We arrived with two
teen age daughters. It was the strength of the
youth program that attracted us.
FN: What do you love most about KRBC?
John: Aside from the sense that this is where
the Lord has called us to serve, it is the warmth
of the fellowship that I cherish at KRBC.

FN: What is a spiritual gift others have recognized in you?
John: Teaching, administration and prophesy
(interpreting the Word)

FN: What is a favorite Bible verses?
John: Any day of the week I might give a different answer to that question. Today the answer is Jesus’ open arms saying, “Come to me,
all you who are weary and burdened, and I will
give you rest.” Matthew 11:28

FN: What do you thank God for?
John: I am thankful for the blessing of being
born in mid-twentieth century America to a
Christian family and all that flows out of that
including what it has meant for my children and
grandchildren.

FN: What is a favorite worship song?
John: My favorites come out of the hymns and I
can find tears in my eyes with a genuinely believing congregation giving their all to Holy, Holy, Holy.

FN: How are you looking to God for help?
John: To know how to most productively spend
the time I have for his Kingdom.
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SALUTE TO GRADUATES
Let’s face it, 2020 has been a rough year so far. We have
had to deal with stay-at-home orders and limited contact
with the outside world. We have accepted the reality that
worship is something we do virtually for now, and we all
eagerly look forward to the time when we can be together
to fellowship again. Some of us have been thrown into
the reality of distance learning and online schooling.
While all of these are undoubtedly harsh realities to accept, there is one group among us that has been forced
to forgo some hugely anticipated once-in-a-lifetime moments and memories.
The 2020 graduates had to forfeit their opportunity at
some significant milestones that many of us have taken
for granted. They did not get to attend senior prom or
hang out friends to create lasting memories. They missed
their chance to say emotional goodbyes to beloved
teachers and classmates. Most of all, they must forfeit the
opportunity to receive the diploma they have worked so
hard for at a graduation ceremony.
This senior class has made me reflect on my senior year in
high school and consider how a pandemic or stay-athome order would have impacted it. I cannot begin to
imagine missing out on some of those moments that I still
hold dear. I would ask you to join me in reaching out to
the graduating seniors of Karl Road Baptist Church to
commend them for their hard work and congratulate
them on reaching this milestone.
Please mark your calendar and plan on celebrating GRADUATION SUNDAY with us on June 14. We will dedicate a
portion of our morning worship service to these seniors
to salute them for their accomplishments.
Reagan Bowen, Jonathan Ohm, Prince Sandy, Shelajah
Greer, Addison Moore, Daphne Lochard, Nikki Post - College, and Sam Edwin – Graduate School.
By Todd Tenaglia
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Thank you so much for remembering
Sophia and I during this time. Your help
came just in time for April rent. I appreciate your prayers during this time and I
look forward to being able to gather together again.

Blessings to whomever is opening the
mail. Please know that we have not only
appreciated but enjoyed the online worship services. We continue to pray for
our world, our nation, our president, our
city, our church, pastor and staff. Nothing is too difficult for Him!

Love, Kelee McGuire

In Christ, Dick & Kathy
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GROWING GODLY GENERATIONS
A few decades ago Growing Godly
Generations was a slogan of sorts
at Karl Road Baptist Church. While
we’ve moved on to a new slogan,
we haven’t left behind the principle of growing godly generations.
We continue to this day, the work
of building a culture of intentional,
generational disciple making.
These generations don’t necessarily fit the usual age related groupings. The grandmas and grandpas
may just be younger in years than
their next generation. The generations develop as one man invests
in two others in a disciple making
triad. Once those two men go
through the triad experience and
become equipped to lead others
they then each invest in two others. And so the generations go.
It is with great joy that we are now
celebrate some third generation
disciple makers! That is what the
photo shows so beautifully. Cheryl
invested in Kelee to help her know
how to be a devoted disciple of
Christ and how to help other women follow
suit. Kelee welcomed Nena into a disciple
making triad and helped her become more
like Christ and be equipped as a triad leader.
Nena is now leading two other women. That
makes Cheryl a spiritual grandma to Nena
who is discipling Kelee’s first spiritual granddaughters.

mend your works to another, and shall declare
your mighty acts”. God knit into the fabric of
his creation this principle of passing his story
on from generation to generation. From Abraham to Isaac to Jacob to Rick to Jonathan to
Tom. From Cheryl to Kelee to Nena. May we
continue to grow godly generations for many
generations to come!
By Aimee Worley

Psalm 145:4 says “one generation shall com-
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Karl Road Baptist Church
5750 Karl Road
Columbus, Ohio 43229

KEEPING KRBC CLEAN AND SANITIZED
THANKS LABOR & MORE
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