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ROPES REVISITED:  FOLLOW JESUS REGARDLESS                        LUKE 22:54-62 
 
Do you sometimes wonder if God is really there or if following Jesus makes sense?  
Annie Dillard is an American author.  She’s had an on again, off again relationship with 
Christianity.  At one point in her life, she attended a small church and she wrote about 
one memorable Sunday worship service.  “On a big Sunday, there might be twenty of us 
there; often I am the only person under sixty….  The minister is a Congregationalist, and 
wears a white shirt.  The man knows God.  Once, in the middle of the long pastoral 
prayer of intercession for the whole world… he stopped, and burst out, ‘Lord, we bring 
you these petitions every week.’  After a shocked pause, he continued… the prayer.  
Because of this, I like him very much.” Have you ever felt like that pastor?  A little tired, 
disillusioned, or disappointed with God? 
 
If you’ve been a Christian for any length of time, you know as well as I do that things 
can happen in life that make you want to take some time off from following Jesus.  It’s 
just part of the whole human experience.  And it’s a reality every disciple of Jesus faces 
sooner or later.  Several years ago now, our church began to emphasize intentional 
discipleship more than ever.  That effort has resulted in about 50 people in our 
congregation meeting in triads currently to go through a discipleship process together 
with the expectation that these triads will multiply and reproduce.  We offer annual 
seminars to anyone who’s interested in developing a devotional life, understanding and 
using your spiritual gifts, and overcoming evangephobia – the fear of evangelism.   
 
We’ve also developed the KRBC picture of a disciple.   We call it ROPES.  It’s an 
acrostic that helps us remember five discipleship essentials.  R stands for relationships.  
Being Jesus’ disciple is never a “just me and God” kind of experience.  It demands both 
a relationship with God and relationships with other followers of Jesus.  O stands for 
obedience.  Discipleship is learning about what God expects of me and doing that with 
joy and gratitude.  P stands for prayer.  Every time our triads meet, they pray.  For each 
others needs and concerns.  For spiritually lost family members or friends.  E stands for 
evangelism.  A disciple of Jesus wants to be used by God to help spiritually lost people 
become followers of Jesus.  Finally, the S stands for Scripture.  When our triads get 
together, much of the time spent revolves around God’s Word.  What it says.  What it 
means.  How we can apply it to our lives today.  So, a disciple of Jesus knows the 
“ropes,” so to speak, about following Jesus with personal effort and intentionality.   
 
But, things can happen in our everyday lives that can frustrate and discourage us in 
following Jesus.  Like Annie Dillard’s pastor, who sounded a bit disillusioned with God:  
“Lord, we bring you these same petitions every week.”  We can lose heart.  We can 
begin to wonder if it’s worth it.  Let’s face it, being Jesus’ disciple can feel a bit tedious 
at times.  Things happen that test our resolve to keep following Him.  I want to talk 
about two such tests today.  Here’s the first one. 
 
FOLLOW JESUS REGARDLESS OF PERSONAL FAILURE. 
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We’ve just come through the Easter season.  One of the memorable stories that 
happened during what we call Holy Week involved Peter’s infamous denial of Jesus.  If 
there was ever a personal failure, that was it.  It happened that terrible night Jesus was 
betrayed by Judas, arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, and tried before the 
Sanhedrin – the Jewish version of a supreme court.  All of the disciples had fled in terror 
at Jesus’ arrest – all except Peter.  Let’s read what happened next.  This was a 
monumental personal failure at every level.  I can’t imagine the shame and regret Peter 
must have felt when the enormity of what he’d just done came home to him.  He must 
have felt he was no longer worthy of being considered Jesus’ disciple.  Surely Jesus 
would no longer want anything to do with him.   
 
Failure can be the result of trying to follow Jesus from a distance spiritually.  Luke may 
not have intended to convey there in v. 54 anything more than the fact Peter followed 
the just arrested Jesus from a literal, geographical distance.  But he expressed a 
spiritual truth, nevertheless.  Peter was very much afraid for his life and perhaps for 
good reason.  At that specific moment, he didn’t want to be associated or identified with 
Jesus in any way.  Yes, he continued to follow as Jesus was taken from Gethsemane to 
the Jewish high priest’s home.  But it was at a distance so no one would recognize him 
as one of Jesus’ most trusted friends.  Maybe Peter thought he was being both careful 
and brave all at the same time.  He then decided to join a little group of curious people 
warming themselves by a fire just outside the high priest’s home.  No one suspected 
him until a young woman recognized Peter and called him out.  And then one denial led 
to another and yet another.  One sin led to another and yet another.  Inevitably, that’s 
what happens to you, me, or anyone who tries to follow Jesus from a distance.  It leads 
right to some kind of personal failure. 
 
Just as Peter followed Jesus from a distance literally, there are times when we try to 
follow Jesus from a distance spiritually.  Perhaps like Peter we’re afraid of what it will 
mean to identify with Jesus too closely.  Will other people think I’m a religious fanatic?  
Will they think I’m trying to be holier than thou?  Will they expect me to be perfect?  But 
there are also other reasons why we don’t want to get too close to Jesus.  He can be 
demanding.  Jesus wants us to put His Kingdom first rather than our own goals and 
ambitions.  Jesus wants us to discover our spiritual gifts and use them to help build His 
Kingdom rather than allowing us to be masters of our own time, talents, and energies.  
Jesus wants us to love lost people and take the initiative to reach out to them even 
though sometimes they can be hard to be around.  Or, Jesus wants us to forsake some 
sin we’re committing or make right some wrong we want to ignore.  Jesus will just not 
leave well enough alone.  He wants us to get straightened out be it in our relationships 
with others, our finances, our business dealings, our sexuality, or our thought lives.  
Whenever we fail personally, it’s a result of not being close enough to Jesus.  When we 
try to follow Jesus at a distance, we fail spiritually more easily. 
 
Failure can make me doubt God’s acceptance of me.  Peter’s three denials followed 
each other in rapid succession.  Then the rooster crowed and the memory of Jesus’ 
prediction must have struck Peter like a 2 x 4 hitting him in the face.  Earlier that 
evening, Peter had told Jesus that even though everybody else might run away and be 
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disloyal to Him, not Peter.  He would stand by Jesus regardless.  Jesus said, “‘I tell you, 
Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me.’”  
Jesus knew Peter was going to fail and fail badly.  And don’t you think the devil messed 
with Peter’s mind after his denial of Jesus?  I’m sure he reminded Peter of what Jesus 
had said on other occasions.  Jesus had said, “But everyone who denies me here on 
earth, I will also deny before my Father in heaven.’” Jesus had also said, “‘If anyone is 
ashamed of me and my message, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when 
he returns in his glory.’”  Peter probably concluded Jesus would now reject him.  Why 
would Jesus need or want a coward like him being His disciple?  Was there any point in 
continuing to follow Jesus? 
 
Personal failure has so many faces.  Perhaps you never measured up to your parents’ 
expectations.  Maybe you’ve not measured up to your own expectations.  Maybe you’ve 
committed a sin you think is unforgivable.  Like Peter, you’re shocked at yourself.  You 
might be struggling with a powerful addiction today – alcohol, drugs, pornography, or 
money and the things money can buy.  It could be your marriage failed at some point in 
your life or that your current marriage is hanging on by just a thread.  You might be 
painfully estranged from your kids or your parents.  Is there a financial failure in your 
past?  Failure has a thousand faces.  The truth is we’ve all failed in some way, shape, 
or form.  The Bible simply states the obvious, “For everyone has sinned; we all fall short 
of God’s glorious standard.”  Coming face to face with my personal failure likely results 
in what Peter felt after his denial.  Why would Jesus want anything to do with me 
anyway?  Is there really a point to keep on trying to follow Jesus?   
 
But this story teaches us that God’s attitude toward my failures is gracious.  Look again 
at Luke 22:61, “The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter.”  Don’t you wonder what 
was in that look?  I believe there was both grief and love in Jesus’ look.  Grief because 
Jesus was human and His friend had failed Him at the most important moment when 
Jesus needed loyal friendship.  But, I believe there was love and grace in Jesus’ look as 
well because He was and is God.  He knew Peter’s weaknesses only too well.  What 
astounds me is that Jesus showed so much compassion for Peter at that moment in His 
own life.  He could rightly have been fixated on His own problems at that very moment.  
Who would blame Him for doing so?  Instead, He cared enough to find Peter across that 
courtyard and extend gracious, compassionate love with just a penetrating look.   
 
I wish we had time today to look at the remarkable story recorded in John 21 of how the 
risen Jesus met Peter along the shores of the Sea of Galilee early one morning.  Three 
times Peter had denied Him.  So, three times Jesus asked him, “Peter, do you love 
Me?”  Jesus confronted Peter, forgave Peter, and restored Peter to fellowship with Him 
and service in His Kingdom.  Someone has said a tear glistened in Peter’s eye for the 
rest of his life meaning his trademark self-confidence was broken forever.  In its place 
was a grateful understanding of God’s immense grace and a new compassion for other 
people who fail.  Peter discovered Jesus hadn’t rejected him after all.  His failure was 
forgiven and cleansed away.  Peter went on to follow Jesus and lead His church well.   
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God often allows personal failure and can bring good out of it.  Could God have 
somehow stepped in and stopped Peter’s from denying Jesus?  Could He have spared 
Peter his awful humiliation?  Sure.  But He didn’t.  God simply doesn’t prevent every 
failure in your life and mine.  Why?  God can use and redeem personal failure to 
accomplish things in our lives that have the ultimate effect of drawing us closer to 
Himself.  Our failures can bring us face to face with our self-confidence, our 
weaknesses, and our darker side.  God allows personal failure.  He doesn’t cause it, but 
then He doesn’t have to.  We’re pretty good at failing all by ourselves!  God allowed 
Peter to fail so his sinful self-confidence and self-centeredness could be broken and no 
longer sabotage his efforts to follow Jesus.  Nothing reveals our monumental need for 
God more quickly or better than personal failure. 
 
Jesus knew full well that Peter’s personal failure – once it was confessed and forgiven – 
would have great potential in the hands of His Father.  Now Peter would be a better 
leader of the Church.  He would come to God for help as his first response rather than 
merely as an after thought.  Now he would be more compassionate and gracious toward 
others.  From now on Peter would be truly useful to Jesus.  Jesus had said once, 
“Whoever has been forgiven little loves little.’”  Well, Peter had been forgiven much so 
he loved much.  That was Peter’s testimony.  It can be yours and mine as well.  
Personal failure – when it’s been confessed and forgiven – allows us to identify with the 
failures in other people’s lives.  It can make us far more understanding and 
compassionate.  It can even make us more useful to God.  God can redeem our 
personal failures by creating within us a broken, yielded spirit.   God can then better use 
us as a vehicle of His love and grace toward others.  Don’t let personal failure 
discourage you from following Jesus.  Follow Him regardless.  Keep on following Him 
and watch how He will transform and redeem your failures using them to build His 
Kingdom in the lives of other people.  Personal failure can test your commitment to keep 
on following Jesus.  But there’s another test that might be even more of a problem. 
 
FOLLOW JESUS REGARDLESS OF DISAPPOINTMENT WITH GOD. 
 
We get disappointed anytime our actual experience falls short of what we expected.  
Lots of people find their actual experience of relating to God falls short of what they 
expected.  If you’ve been a follower of Jesus longer than a year or so, I’d be shocked to 
hear you’ve never felt disappointed with God.  Why?  Our expectations of how God 
should act or what God should do don’t square up many times with the reality of who 
God is and how He acts.  Now, I’m not blaming the Lord for that fact at all.  I’ve learned 
in my own discipleship journey that many of my expectations of who God is and what 
He does are screwed up which results in feelings of disappointment.  But the problem 
was my expectations, not God Himself.   
 
Several years ago I came across a helpful book entitled Disappointment with God by 
Philip Yancey.  He said we get disappointed with God for one of three reasons:  when 
God seems unfair, when God seems silent, and when God seems hidden.  At times, 
God seems unfair.  Why doesn’t He consistently and quickly punish evil people and 
reward good people?  Or, why do awful things happen to people regardless of how 
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moral and upright they might be?  At times, God seems silent.  If He’s so concerned I do 
His will, why doesn’t He reveal His will to me more plainly?  Why is it when I pray for 
guidance, I sometimes get no sense of connection with God?  At times, God seems 
hidden.  Why can’t God be visible?  Why doesn’t He just show up in great power and 
glory and silence all those cynics and scoffers?  I’m sure many people feel disappointed 
with God because of the pandemic we’re experiencing.  How could a good or a great 
God allow this to happen?  Why are innocent people dying from this virus?  Why doesn’t 
God produce an instant vaccine?  How can a loving God permit this kind of suffering?   
 
Well, God has been fair, He has spoken, and He has revealed Himself.  For example, 
back in Old Testament times, God gave His people the Law which was a system of 
absolute fairness.  If you did right, you got blest.  If you did wrong, you got hammered.  
God appeared visibly and powerfully to His people in a great, glowing cloud of fire and 
smoke and with a voice that shook the ground.  God was anything but silent or hidden.  
Then, Jesus appeared on the scene.  In Jesus, God Himself spoke and revealed 
Himself fully.  But, what happened?  The majority of God’s people in the Old Testament 
rejected God despite the justness of the Law and His visible, majestic revelation of 
Himself.  Sadly, most of them also rejected Jesus despite the fact He was and is God in 
human flesh.  Despite twenty centuries of the good news about Jesus being preached 
around the world, most of the world’s population still reject Jesus and, in so doing, reject 
God Himself.  What’s my point?  Even when God is fair and does reveal Himself 
explicitly, many people still reject Him, ignore Him, or despise Him.  The fact is that 
because our expectations of God are so screwed up, we would still find ways to be 
disappointed with Him even if He literally sat down and chatted with us this afternoon. 
 
Genuine faith is of great value to God.  God has indeed permitted the presence of evil in 
His universe as well as all the immense suffering that is the result of it.  Why?  Here’s 
one possible answer.  Only the presence of evil and suffering can produce genuine faith 
in us.  If we lived in a universe where only good things happened, how would God ever 
know and how would we ever know if we would continue to follow Him regardless?   
Would we truly love Him regardless?  Truly believe in Him regardless?  Or, to put it 
another way, if by becoming Jesus’ follower, I escaped all suffering in life, every trial in 
life, every tragedy in life, how would I know and how would God know if my faith in Him 
was genuine?  After all, who wouldn’t love and follow Jesus if by doing so we freed 
ourselves from all suffering and heartache in this life?   
 
One of the purposes of actually being born into this world is to answer a great question:  
will I trust God regardless?  Will I follow Jesus regardless?  Regardless of what?  
Regardless of suffering I endure that’s not my fault.  Regardless of sincere prayers that 
don’t get answered the way I want.  Regardless of the times God seems absent and 
uncaring.  Do you know the word “fidelity”?  It means to be faithful to a person, a cause, 
or a belief by continuing to demonstrate loyalty come what may.  God longs to see 
fidelity formed in you and me toward Him.  We keep on trusting Him despite the 
appearance of His absence or lack of concern.  We keep on following Jesus regardless 
– even when we don’t feel like it, even when we’re confused by God’s lack of action on 
our behalf, and even when we are disappointed in Him.  God highly prizes fidelity in us. 
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Ironically enough, I think Peter, the epitome of personal failure, provided us with a great 
example of fidelity.  A few weeks ago, I shared a message about a time when Jesus 
was teaching the people what it meant to be His follower.  It would mean being 
persecuted, misunderstood, and facing hardships and difficulties of many kinds.  As a 
result, many of the people who had enthusiastically listened to Jesus began to have 
second thoughts about being His followers.  There was a great falling away of support 
for Jesus.  If Jesus didn’t exist to meet their needs when and how they wanted them to 
be met, then it was time to move on.  When He observed this, Jesus turned to the 
twelve disciples and asked, “‘Are you also going to leave?’”  It was Peter who spoke up 
first.  He said, “‘Lord, to whom would we go? You have the words that give eternal life.  
We believe, and we know you are the Holy One of God.’”  That’s faith as fidelity.   

There will come those times in our lives when that will be our only response.  “Lord, I 
don’t like this.  I don’t want this.  I can’t figure out why this is happening and why You 
are allowing it.  I don’t know why You don’t fix it right now.  But, Lord, where else can I 
go?  Life doesn’t always make sense, but, Lord, You are the only sense it does make.”  
You make up your mind to follow Jesus regardless.  That’s not just faith.  That’s fidelity.   

A final thought.  In Jesus, God Himself has fully experienced suffering and evil.  God 
doesn’t provide complete answers to why there’s evil in the world and why there’s so 
much suffering.  But He did something we can’t dispute.  When He became a human 
being in Jesus and then allowed Himself to experience the cross, God tasted fully what 
we experience in this life.  Nobody can accuse God of creating some kind of cosmic 
sport He just watches cynically from some comfortable sky box up in the heavens.  God 
entered into this fallen, suffering world.  In Jesus, God tasted life’s unfairness.  No one 
has ever been treated more unfairly than Jesus.  In Jesus, He even tasted God’s 
silence and hiddenness.  When Jesus hung on the cross, He cried out, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?”  As with so much else in life, it’s our look at Jesus 
and His cross, that somehow enables us to bring even our disappointment with God to 
God and say, “By Your grace and power, I am still going to follow Jesus regardless.”   

Many of you know Christian recording artist, Steven Curtis Chapman, and have enjoyed 
his music over the years.  Twelve years ago, he and his family suffered a devastating 
loss.  Chapman’s five-year-old adopted daughter, Maria, was struck and killed when 
Chapman's seventeen-year-old son was backing his SUV out of the family's driveway.  
The first song Chapman sang after Maria’s death wasn’t one of his own.  It’s the now 
well-known Matt Redman song, “Blessed Be Your Name,” that we’ve sung many times 
in our worship services.  It’s inspired by the story of Job in the Bible.  At one point the 
lyrics repeat, "He gives and takes away."  Chapman said as he sang “Blessed Be Your 
Name,” it became a cry, a scream, and a prayer.  God also gave him amazing comfort 
and peace that surpassed all understanding despite his great loss. 

After Maria's death, Chapman reconsidered the words to all of his own songs and 
whether he could still sing - and believe - them.  But he discovered losing his little girl so 
tragically brought the meaning of some of those songs into sharper focus.  One 
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example was a song he wrote entitled "Yours," which addresses how everything in the 
world belongs to God.  Chapman still sings the song, but he added a new verse.  
 

I've walked the valley of death's shadow 
so deep and dark that I could barely breathe. 

I've had to let go of more than I could bear and 
I've questioned everything that I believe. 

Still even here in this great darkness 
a comfort and a hope comes breaking through 

as I can say in life or death 
God we belong to you. 

 
We believe in discipleship at KRBC.  In following Jesus well with personal effort and 
intentionality.  But we never want to minimize the fact that following Jesus will get 
tested.   One test is our own personal failures.  Another is disappointment with God.  
Sometimes, we just have to make up our minds to keep on following Jesus regardless.   
 


