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ARE YOU ALSO GOING TO LEAVE?                                                       JOHN 6:60-71 

Popularity is something very fickle and fleeting.  Winston Churchill was once asked, 
"Doesn't it thrill you to know that every time you make a speech, the hall is packed to 
overflowing?"  "Yes, it's quite flattering," replied Churchill.  "But whenever I feel that 
way, I always remember that if instead of making a political speech I was being hanged, 
the crowd would be twice as big." 

Even Jesus experienced the rise and fall of being popular.  In these Sundays leading up 
to Easter, we’ve been considering several questions Jesus asked.  The message series 
is called “Holy Curiosity.”  Jesus’ curiosity had an agenda.  Jesus asked questions not 
to gain information He lacked, but instead to teach, to inspire, to reveal truth, and to 
help those He asked questions of to be more discerning.  A good example of Jesus’ 
unique, skillful way of asking questions is our Scripture for today.  Let’s read it just now.  
Jesus asked the twelve disciples there in v. 67, “Are you also going to leave?”  It’s that 
question I want us to reflect on together today. 

Jesus was out there doing His ministry of teaching and healing.  He’d attracted a 
growing following of people who wanted to see what He did and hear what He said.  
When we hear the word “disciples” today, we automatically think of the twelve men 
Jesus called to be His followers.  But there was a much larger group of people – we 
don’t know how many – who liked what they saw and heard from Jesus – at least in the 
early days.  Many of these so-called “disciples” in this larger group proved to be fickle 
and fleeting in their commitment to Jesus.  Their level of discipleship didn’t count for 
much in the end.  Why?  Because of what Jesus had begun to teach and explain in v. 
26-59 in John 6.  It was controversial, to say the least.  It caused very real division.  And 
it wasn’t a gradual thinning out of a few people either – one person today, two 
tomorrow.  No, this was a sudden rush to leave Jesus, a stampede away from Him.  
Many who were ready to proclaim Jesus as the Messianic King one day had become 
thoroughly disenchanted with Him the next.  It was an abrupt, pivotal moment.  Many of 
these so-called “disciples” concluded that if this was what it meant to follow Jesus, it 
was time for them to move on right then and there. 

How did Jesus respond to this immediate drop in popularity?  Well, He confronted all of 
those who were following Him with the implications of their reaction, and then He turned 
to the Twelve – that inner circle of His followers – to get their response.  Jesus certainly 
never changed or altered His message to make it more “user-friendly.”  In Jesus’ 
statements here, in response to His question “Are you also going to leave,” and then in 
Peter’s confession, we learn more about what it means to truly be His disciple.   
 
BEING JESUS’ FOLLOWER ISN’T FOR EVERYONE. 
 
It’s easy to forget that simple, obvious truth.  Let me clarify.  Being a follower of Jesus is 
available to anyone, but not everyone is going to become or stay His follower.  Why 
not?  For much the same reasons everyone didn’t follow Jesus back then when He 
actually physically walked on our planet.  For example, Jesus challenges our cherished 
perspectives and beliefs.  That’s what happened here in John 6.  If we went back into 
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that chapter today, we would find Jesus claimed to be superior to the great Jewish hero, 
Moses.  Jesus also said God would only save people He had prepared and chosen to 
be saved.  He claimed to be the bread of life that came down from Heaven.  It was 
necessary to partake of Him to have a relationship of God.  He used imagery of eating 
His body and drinking His blood as being essential to obtain eternal life that sounded 
vaguely cannibalistic and repulsive.  Jews had been forbidden to drink human blood in 
the Old Testament.  To what extent people understood Jesus wasn’t being literal isn’t 
clear.  What is clear is that many people who had previously heard Jesus gladly and 
enthusiastically didn’t feel the same way any more.  It wasn’t so much that they didn’t 
understand what Jesus said.  No, they just didn’t like it.  They were offended, upset, 
troubled, and angered by what they heard.   
 
Jesus knew they were offended.  Did He change His teaching?  Did He rush to clarify 
and explain?  Did He try to make His message more acceptable to them?  No.  What 
Jesus said in v. 62-64 is a little obscure, but here’s how I understand it.  It’s as if Jesus 
said, “So, you’re offended by what I just said?  You haven’t seen or heard anything yet!   
What will happen when I ascend – first literally when I’m lifted up onto the cross to die 
for humanity’s sin, then when I’m raised back to life, and then when I go back to Heaven 
where I came from?  You can’t get a relationship with God – eternal life – through 
human effort.  That only happens through Me and My words.  The fact is you don’t really 
believe Me or in Me.”  Jesus never thought anything was wrong with His own teaching. 
 
So much of what offended people back then about Jesus still offends them today.  
Jesus claimed to be God in human flesh come down from Heaven.  “‘The true bread of 
God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world….  For I have 
come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me.’”  (Jo. 6:33, 38 NLT)  Jesus 
claimed He was unique and that a relationship with God was available only through 
Him.  “‘For it is my Father’s will that all who see his Son and believe in him should have 
eternal life.’”  (Jo. 6:40 NLT)  Many people still detest those truths today.  They insist 
there are many ways to God.  To believe Jesus is the only way to God sounds so 
intolerant, so exclusive, so politically incorrect, so just plan wrong to them.   
 
Then Jesus challenged the idea that we can earn or deserve a relationship with God.  
“‘The Spirit alone gives eternal life.  Human effort accomplishes nothing.” (Jo. 6:63 NLT)  
In fact, we’re so hopelessly slaves to sin, God has to enable us to believe in Jesus.  
“‘For no one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them to me.” (Jo. 
6:44 NLT)  And then our condition is so desperate that Jesus had to give His life to pay 
the debt of our sin.  He said, “‘This bread, which I will offer so the world may live, is my 
flesh.’”  (Jo. 6:51 NLT)  We’ve lived with these truths for so long, we don’t appreciate 
how offensive they sound to some people.  “Hey, I’m a good person!  What do you 
mean I’m so far gone, someone had to die in my place to pay for my sin?  Sure, I’m not 
perfect, but God sees my heart.  He knows I mean well.  I’ll get into Heaven on my own, 
thanks very much.”  What offended people back then about Jesus offends them today. 
  
From a larger perspective, Jesus demands a level of devotion and loyalty that seems 
extreme.  Why do so many people reject Jesus?   Why don’t they find Him and His 
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message compelling?  Haven’t you asked that question about a relative, a friend, or a 
neighbor who’s perfectly content just to ignore anything to do with Jesus?  What seems 
so obvious to us isn’t obvious to them at all.  Why not?  Part of the answer is that Jesus 
demands a personal and unconditional surrender to Himself.  Many people can’t 
stomach that demand.  They want to do life on their own terms.  Another part of the 
answer is that Jesus expects His followers to have their actions and attitudes 
transformed by the Holy Spirit living in them.  The fact is we human beings – a lot of the 
time - love our sin and don’t want to give it up.  Even when we acknowledge it’s 
destroying us and others, we find some kind of pleasure in it and want to hold on to it.   
 
People rejected Jesus back then – and many still do today - not because He challenges 
our intellect, but instead because He challenges our lives.  Back in Jesus’ day, some 
people came to Him to get something out of Him or from Him.  A miracle.  A healing.  
Someone who would kick out the Romans.  Apparently, that’s why Judas betrayed 
Jesus.  He was one of the Twelve.  He heard Jesus teach and saw Him heal people 
every day for three years.  He was in the presence of God in human flesh day after day.  
Amazing!  He wanted to force Jesus’ hand and turn him into the Messiah Judas 
envisioned Him to be.  He wanted a Jesus of his own making.  But when these so-called 
“disciples” of Jesus realized He was asking for their complete devotion, their 
unconditional surrender to Him as Lord and Master despite all they didn’t yet 
understand, and their willingness to suffer on His behalf, they quit.  No way.  Opted out.   
 
The same thing happens today.  People want a problem free life.  They want peace and 
happiness. They want to live forever in Heaven after they die.  If Jesus can give them all 
that, well, great!  But they want a Jesus of their own making.  If it means giving up 
ultimate control of their lives to someone else, or getting rid of personal behaviors and 
attitudes that displease God, or being willing to suffer or be persecuted for their loyalty 
to Jesus, they quit on Him.  No way.  They opt out.  See you later, Jesus.   
 
Twitter, the social media platform where users compose messages of 140 characters or 
less, now hosts an impressive one billion user accounts.  Many of these accounts are 
fake.  It turns out that Twitter is awash in dummy accounts.  Part of the reason is what’s 
called "click farms." There are companies out there who pay workers to sit behind 
computers creating false Twitter accounts who then “follow" legitimate ones.  In 
Indonesia, click farms are proliferating.  One businessman can offer you 1,000 Twitter 
followers for $10 and 1 million for $600.  He generates thousands of social media 
accounts.  Those accounts enable his workers too create many fake followers.  Large 
social networks can boost a business' public profile and give it a competitive advantage.  
The result?  A massive following which is actually an illusion.  Jesus was never 
interested in having a mass following of people just for the sake of being popular or a 
celebrity.  He’s always wanted genuine, real followers who stay with Him.  It’s a hard 
truth:  being Jesus’ follower isn’t for everyone.  But our story reveals another truth. 
  
BEING FOLLOWER IS AVAILABLE TO ANYONE. 
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Jesus knew He’d lost the support of most of His so-called “disciples.” They were leaving 
Him in droves.  That’s when He turned to the twelve men He had hand selected and 
asked them, “Are you also going to leave?”  Jesus’ question created a defining moment 
for them  They had to make a choice.  They had the freedom to leave.  Nobody was 
going to insist or force them to keep following Jesus.  What would they do?  I get such a 
kick out of Peter.  On the one hand, he could be such a bone head, such a dope.  He 
could say and do the most inappropriate things.  On the other hand, every once and 
awhile he would say or do something profound and wonderful.  This was one of those 
moments.  I believe what Peter said there in v. 68-69 is one of the most profound 
human statements in all of the Bible.  “‘Lord, to whom would we go?  You have the 
words that give eternal life.  We believe, and we know you are the Holy One of God.” 
 
I see in Peter’s great answer to Jesus’ question two important truths that help me stay a 
genuine follower of Jesus.  First, I must acknowledge the need to build my life on what’s 
eternal.  What matters?  What gives my life substance?  In what should I put my 
ultimate security?  Every well-built house needs a good foundation.  So, if my life is like 
a house, what’s the right foundation?  Now, it’s right here where I think today’s message 
touches on the coronavirus crisis in our country and around the world.  Don’t you 
wonder – as I have – what is God’s purpose in allowing this pandemic?  It’s already 
resulted in the death of thousands of people around the world.  It’s resulted in enormous 
and scary disruption in all of our lives.   Yes, I absolutely still believe God is in control 
and is sovereign.  I also believe He never wastes anything.  So, that begs the question.  
What’s His purpose in allowing this current pandemic crisis?   
 
I don’t know for sure.  But I wonder if one answer is the simple fact that when people’s 
lives are disrupted – when the foundations of our lives are shaken by anything including 
the coronavirus crisis – we often start to ask important questions.  The fact is that 
people build their lives on inadequate foundations.  We put too much trust in what’s 
limited.  We project ultimate security into things that can’t provide it.  Like what?  A big 
one is the accumulation of wealth.  Have you noticed the stock market lately?  Another 
one is science and medicine.  Thank God for a lot of really smart people who are doing 
everything they can to find a vaccine for the coronavirus (may God help them), but 
medicine and science didn’t prevent this pandemic.  Maybe this happening in an 
election year was providential.  If anyone was tempted to put his/her ultimate security in 
government regardless of your political persuasion or in human leaders or institutions, 
the coronavirus has just revealed the weakness of that foundation.  Maybe your 
tendency is to trust in yourself ultimately.  Your brains, your work ethic, your talents.  
Really?  It’s not that any of those are bad in and of themselves.  It’s good to have 
savings and investments.  Thank God for medicine and science.  Government and 
leaders can make a great impact.  Let’s thank God for the abilities God has given us.   
 
“Lord, to whom would we go?  You have the words that give eternal life.”  The fact is 
only God gives eternal life meaning only God provides the right foundation.  Meaning 
only God gives ultimate security both in this life and the next.  So, how do I have a 
relationship with Him?  How can I find Him?  Many in our culture – many in our world – 
need to ask those questions.  Maybe the disruption of a pandemic prompts those 
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questions to be asked.  Sometimes God does allow difficult things – disruptions – to get 
our attention personally and, right now, even nationally and globally.  Is it because He 
hates us and wants to punish us?  No, actually it’s because God loves us.  God knows 
the condition of our hearts and sends circumstances that reveal our hearts to us.  How 
will we respond to that exposure?  Does it drive us to despair, or to faith in Jesus, or - if 
faith already exist - to an even deeper dependency upon the Lord?   
 
Precisely because most human beings want to evade following Jesus, God will allow 
things to happen to bring that issue front and center.  Precisely because we’re eager to 
substitute almost any inadequate foundation instead of building our lives on Jesus, God 
will get our attention.  He very much wants a relationship with us.  And He’ll even use 
disruption to shake our trust in the things in which we put ultimate security – to show us 
their inadequacy.  His strategy – His goal - is to get us to open ourselves up to an 
eternal relationship with Him.  Let’s remember that about our spiritually lost friends and 
family members during this pandemic.  Of course, be a good friend to them and help 
them out in every way you can.  But let’s also be alert to the lost person for whom this 
crisis finally raises questions God has been longing for him or her to ask.  Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful to point someone to Jesus during this crisis?  The very best foundation for my 
life.  Ultimate security.  Eternal life.  It’s only found in God through His Son, Jesus 
 
Jesus asked, “Are you also going to leave?”  Peter answered, “‘Lord, to whom would we 
go?  You have the words that give eternal life.’”  That means I must decide to move 
forward with Jesus regardless.  There’s something relentlessly reasonable about Peter’s 
answer.  After all, what’s the alternative to following Jesus?  You could become an 
agnostic, start to believe there’s no certain answer to life’s great questions, and even try 
to live a good, moral life the best you can.  But why?   Why would you want to trade the 
answer Jesus provides for the unknown answer of agnosticism?  What’s the point of 
living a good, moral life if “a maybe He’s out there” God could care less anyway?  You 
could just return to your godless behaviors and attitudes.  But you already know that’s a 
kind of slavery that only ends in personal misery.  You know Jesus is the only One 
who’s dealt with your sin adequately and forgiven it.  What in your former life compares 
to living for Jesus now?  You could adopt some human ideology and put your faith in 
that.  You could start believing that we human beings inevitably get better and better if 
we just educate everyone the right way.  You could become a champion for world 
peace.  You could make saving the environment the top priority of life and living.  You 
could invest yourself in either a progressive or conservative political agenda and make 
electing the right people the be and the end all of life.  Good luck with any of that….   
 
Jesus asked, “Are you also going to leave?”  Peter gave a great answer!  It’s as if he 
said, “There’s just no other way, Jesus!  It’s obvious that eternal life – a relationship with 
God now and in the future - is wrapped up in You and Your words.  There’s nothing 
more important than obtaining that.  OK, maybe not everything You say we understand. 
Some of what You say sounds bizarre to us.  But that doesn’t change our conviction 
that You are the Truth and you speak the truth.  If we leave You, desert You, or stop 
following You, where are we going to go to get what we can only be found in You?”   
 



 6 

Just keep moving forward with Jesus regardless, because there’s no alternative that 
even comes close.   Relentlessly reasonable.  In Ephesians 6, we’re told about the 
spiritual armor we need to put on in this life – the belt of truth, the shield of faith, the 
sword of the Spirit, etc.  Interestingly, in that analogy there’s no armor provided for our 
back.  We’re never expected to turn our back and retreat.  We’re meant to just keep 
moving forward in the power and grace provided by the Holy Spirit who lives in us.  Not 
every question about God, the Bible, or life is going to get answered satisfactorily this 
side of Heaven.  Not every personal problem and heartache will disappear.   Not every 
massive disruption like the coronavirus crisis will get instantly fixed.  Not every battle 
with uncertainty, anxiety, or fear will get resolved.  Nevertheless, is there anywhere else 
to go but forward?  Like Peter, we’ve learned there’s ultimate satisfaction in Jesus’ 
words alone.  To desert Jesus now would be to leave behind what makes the most 
sense out of this life, out of death, and out of whatever happens after death.   
 
Shepherds need to mark the sheep that belong to them.  Branding sheep isn’t 
preferable because it damages the sheep’s wool.  In addition, the wool can overgrow it 
so the brand won't be seen.  Today, sheep ears are pierced with identification tags, but 
that's a fairly modern invention.  For thousands of years, shepherds around the world 
marked the ears of their sheep by notching their ears with a sharp knife.  Each 
shepherd had his own distinctive notch for the ear of his sheep.  If different flocks of 
sheep were gathered in a cluster, he could see even from a distance which ones were 
his.  This is a lot like being a Christian.  Genuine followers of Jesus gladly admit to 
being owned and marked by Jesus Christ - sometimes marked painfully through life’s 
sufferings and difficulties.  We belong to Him forever come what may.  

I’ve been a pastor for 40 years.  I’ve seen all kinds of followers of Jesus.  I’ve seen 
amazing disciples who keep growing in their faith right up until the day they die.  I’ve 
seen other Christians who never quite seem to get their act together spiritually.  They 
like certain things about Jesus, but they kind of stiff-arm any close, intimate relationship 
with Him.  Some Christians run into a major life problem and they’re transformed from 
mediocre followers of Jesus into mighty ones.  They just take off spiritually from that 
moment on.  Others run into a major life problem and their faith just disintegrates.  Any 
meaningful relationship with Jesus just withers away.   
 
Being Jesus’ follower isn’t for everyone.  It was true back in Jesus’ day.  And it’s still 
true today.  But, it’s just as true that being Jesus’ follower is available to anyone.  That’s 
why I find Jesus’ question so personally compelling as I journey through life.  It’s as if 
Jesus stands before me at different moments in my life – particularly the hard moments, 
the difficult moments, the dark moments, the pandemic moments - and asks, “Rick, are 
you also going to leave?  Some people who used to follow Me no longer do so.  What 
about you?  Are you also going to leave?”  My hope and prayer is to keep on giving the 
answer Peter gave.  “Lord, where else can I go?  No, Lord, in You alone is eternal life – 
everything worth having both in this life and the next.  Whatever happens, whatever 
comes my way, I want to keep moving forward with You.”     
 
 


