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HANNAH, EUNICE & LOIS:  THE VALUE OF A GODLY HERITAGE 

1 SAMUEL 1, 2:18-21; 2 TIMOTHY 1:5 

Passing along a godly heritage to our kids or grandkids means, among other things, 

taking advantage of teachable moments.  Like the time two-year-old, Kylee, was visiting 

her grandparents.  She was sitting at the kitchen table eating her lunch.  Her 

grandmother joined her, closed her eyes, and bowed her head to say a silent prayer for 

her food.  Little Kylee watched inquisitively.  As her grandmother raised her head and 

opened her eyes, Kylee asked, “Nana, did you have a nice nap?”  A teachable moment, 

yes?  Passing along a godly heritage involves taking advantage of thousands of 

moments just like that one to send a consistent message to those who follow us 

generationally.  There is a God.  He matters so very much.  He loves us.  And we can 

have a relationship with Him through His Son, Jesus.   Let’s think today about the value 

of a godly heritage.  Having one ourselves.  Passing one on to our kids and grandkids. 

We’re considering the Bible’s one hit wonders!  It’s full of so many different people.  

Some are major characters:  Abraham, Moses, David, Peter, Paul, and above all, 

Jesus.  But most of them are minor, obscure characters.  Despite their obscurity, they 

have something to teach us about God, about life, and about what it means to follow 

Jesus.  Today, I want to focus on three women:  Hannah, Eunice, and Lois.  They 

remind us of the great value of a godly heritage passed down from parents to children.  

Hannah was the mother of Samuel who was no one hit wonder.  He was a major 

character in the Old Testament.  Eunice and Lois were the mother and grandmother 

mother of Timothy who, also, was no one hit wonder.  He was a major character in the 

New Testament.  Let’s get acquainted with Hannah first.   

Now, Eunice and Lois are prime examples of a biblical one hit wonder.  They’re 

specifically mentioned in one only verse in the Bible.  Paul, the great Christian leader – 

now near the end of his life –, wrote this to his younger partner in ministry, Timothy, “I 

remember your genuine faith, for you share the faith that first filled your grandmother, 

Lois, and your mother, Eunice.  And I know that same faith continues strong in you.” (2 

Tim. 1:5 NLT)  Did you know this is the only place where we find the specific word 

“grandmother” in the Bible?  Lois was Timothy’s grandmother.  We have lots of 

grandparents in our church!  I’m a grandparent, myself, and I have pictures.  Want to 

see ‘em?  We have plenty of great grandparents in our midst, too!  I want to encourage 

and challenge my fellow grandparents to see ourselves, also, as very important to 

passing along a godly heritage to our grandkids and great grandkids.  So, what can we 

learn about the value of a godly heritage from Hannah, Eunice and Lois?  First… 

WE ARE UNIQUELY POSITIONED BY GOD TO HAVE MAXIMUM SPIRITUAL 

INFLUENCE ON OUR DESCENDANTS. 

I’m sure there are more than five contributions we can make, but let’s limit it to just five 

today.  First, we can pass on a genuine faith in Jesus.   “I remember your genuine faith, 

for you share the faith that first filled your grandmother, Lois, and your mother, Eunice.  
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And I know that same faith continues strong in you.” (2 Tim. 1:5 NLT)  I wonder why 

Paul mentioned “genuine faith.”  Is there any other kind of faith?   It’s kind of like when 

we refer to “born again” Christians!  Is there any other kind of Christian than someone 

who has experienced spiritual rebirth through the Holy Spirit?  No, but because we live 

in a fallen world where appearances can be deceiving, we understand there are people 

who claim to be followers of Jesus who give no evidence of it whatsoever.  Fortunately, 

there are other followers of Jesus who demonstrate every day the transforming power of 

the Holy Spirit living in them.  By the same token, the word “faith” can refer to a watered 

down belief in some vague Supreme Being and fall miserably short of how the Bible 

describes faith – an “all in” personal trust in Jesus for this live and for eternity.  And it 

was that kind of faith that Lois and Eunice passed on to Timothy.  It was a genuine, 

sincere, authentic, robust faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

Did you know Timothy was the first second generation follower of Jesus mentioned in 

the New Testament?  Both his mother, Eunice, and his grandmother, Lois, had come to 

faith in Jesus before him.  How that happened, we don’t know, but it happened.  Sure, 

Timothy had to come to a personal faith in Jesus on his own, but the influence of his 

mother and grandmother was a key factor.  Paul underlined the importance and value of 

a faith that gets passed on from one generation to the next:  First, Lois to Eunice, then 

Lois and Eunice together to Timothy.  This is simply what the Bible teaches and what 

2,000 years of Christian history has proved beyond a shadow of any doubt.  Godly 

parents are the most effective evangelists and disciple makers their children will ever 

encounter.  And when godly grandparents add their influence, it’s even better!   

The role of this church is to help you - parents and grandparents - to be your child’s first, 

primary, and most important spiritual guides, but never to take your place.  God has put 

you in a place to shape and mold your kids and grandkids spiritually in ways no local 

church, pastor, or youth pastor can ever hold.   Don’t ever shove off onto any church 

what is your responsibility and potentially your greatest legacy.  God will not hold this 

church or me accountable for passing on your faith to your descendants.  Instead, He 

will hold you accountable for at least making every effort to pass it on to them. 

Eunice and Lois passed on what kind of faith?  A genuine faith.  It was sincere and 

authentic.  You can’t fake faith in Jesus before your kids and grandkids.  You may be 

able to fake your faith before other people with some success, but not before your kids.  

Lois and Eunice did more than just believe certain things about Jesus.  They were 

disciples of Jesus, not just believers.  They must have possessed a daily relationship 

with Jesus that was real and observable.  They modeled that in front of Timothy as he 

grew up.  And then somehow in a way only the Holy Spirit knows exactly how to do, 

their modeling of a genuine faith became a gift of genuine faith to Timothy.   Whatever 

they had, he got it.   Whatever was true of them spiritually became true for him, too.  

This church, a church school class, a youth group, Christian friends can deposit much of 

spiritual value into your child’s heart and mind.  But, they can’t model or live out 

authentic living for Jesus day in and day out in your home.  That may well be the 

greatest legacy you can leave your kids and grandkids. 
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Second, we can model a transformed character.  Hannah is a great example of that 

truth.  She modeled integrity.   How so?  She kept her promise to God.  Probably 

around the age of three, Samuel was given to God.  He began to live in and around the 

Tabernacle – the place where the people of Israel gathered to worship God before the 

temple was built.  God keeps His promises to us, and He expects us to keep our 

promises to Him.  Do your kids and grandkids see godly integrity in your life?   Hannah 

modeled trust in God.  Instead of taking matters into her own hands somehow or getting 

all bitter about her infertility, she believed in God’s goodness, faithfulness, and loving 

control of her life.  She trusted God with her infertility.  Like Hannah, do your kids and 

grandkids see you putting your confidence in God’s ultimate control over the events of 

your life – even the hard ones, the difficult ones?  Hannah modeled gratitude and 

thankfulness.  Just read her song or prayer there in 1 Samuel 2.  “‘My heart rejoices in 

the LORD!  The LORD has made me strong….  I rejoice because you rescued me.  No 

one is holy like the LORD!  There is no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God.’” 

(1 Sam. 2:1-2 NLT)   Do your kids and grandkids see constant gratitude in your life and 

hear thanksgiving to God coming out of your mouth?   

Hannah is also a wonderful example of a third contribution we can make to our kids and 

grandkids.  We can model depending on God through prayer.  Other women in the Bible 

grieved over their infertility far differently than Hannah did.  Sarah tried to solve the 

problem by giving her servant, Hagar, to Abraham and calling Hagar’s son, Ishmael, her 

son.  Bad idea!  Then, when God told her she’d get pregnant when she was up in years, 

Sarah just laughed in disbelief.  Rachel, Sarah’s granddaughter in law, was irritated and 

full of despair.  She told her husband, Jacob, “Give me children, or else I die.”  What did 

Hannah do?  She prayed.  Instead of taking matters into her own hands, or reacting in 

disbelief, anger or hopelessness, Hannah prayed.   She brought her problem before 

God openly and honestly.  By praying, she invited God to work.  It’s no accident she 

named her son, Samuel.  In Hebrew, it means “asked of God” or “heard by God.”  Do 

your kids and grandkids see you pray, hear you pray, or learn from you how to pray? 

John Newton, the author of the great hymn “Amazing Grace,” became a great man of 

God.  But he wasn’t always such a man.  He lived a wretched, sin-dominated existence 

first as a slave and then as the captain of a ship transporting slaves before God got a 

hold of his life.  He learned to pray as a young boy taught by his godly mother.  She had 

a profound influence on him even though she died when he was only eight years of age.  

When he was at sea and in great danger, he prayed like this, “My mother’s God, Thou 

God of mercy, have mercy on me.”  All that stands between a child and an eternity in 

Hell might well be the prayers of a godly parent. 

Eunice and Lois point to a fourth contribution we can make.  Make Scripture central for 

your kids and grandkids.  In that same letter Paul wrote to Timothy, we read, “But you 

must remain faithful to the things you have been taught.  You know they are true, for 

you know you can trust those who taught you.   You have been taught the holy 

Scriptures from childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation 

that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus.” (2 Tim. 3:14-15 NLT)   Eunice and Lois taught 
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Timothy the Bible.  This is of the greatest importance in all the world.  It’s your privilege 

as a godly parent and grandparent – the consistent and conscientious impartation of 

Scriptural knowledge.  It’s far too important just to leave to me or to a church school 

teacher once a week only.    Do you read the Bible to and with your kids?  Do they know 

its great stories and major truths?  Have you ever memorized key verses together?   

Faith in God begins with faith in His Word.  A child wants to trust.  God and His Word 

want to be trusted.  You can bring those your child and the Bible together. 

Now, here’s the most important contribution you can make.  Invite your kids and 

grandkids into a personal relationship with Jesus.  Leave no stone unturned.  Leave no 

doubt in your child’s heart and mind as to how to receive salvation.  Go to the root of the 

matter with them. Help them to see and feel it – what it means to be saved and what it 

means to be lost.  An article I re-read just recently suggested some great ways to make 

a spiritual difference in the lives of your grandchildren.  Sit down and write each of them 

a letter. Tell them in detail why you’ve put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Tell them 

why it’s important for them to have a right relationship with the Lord and why it matters 

to you.  Share a Scripture passage with them that’s been very meaningful to your life 

and tell them why.  What great advice!  Of course, you can’t impose your faith on your 

kids or grandkids.  Of course, you can’t force them to become devoted followers of 

Jesus.  But what you can do is pass on to your kids a genuine faith intentionally.  It’s like 

passing the baton in a relay race.  You pass the baton of genuine faith on to your 

children.  If they drop the baton, it’s on them.  But passing the baton to them is on us!  

Hannah, Eunice, and Lois – one hit wonders – underline another great truth for us. 

WE DON’T NEED TO BE IN A PERFECT FAMILY TO BE USED BY GOD. 

Some years ago now, I started hearing a lot about “dysfunctional” families.  We all know 

that means families that are less than perfect.  Guess what?  Because of human sin and 

the fact we live in a sinful world, every family on the planet is dysfunctional in some way, 

shape, or form.  On the one hand, that’s not an excuse to ignore problems that need to 

be addressed, or eliminate attitudes or behavior in families that are destructive.  On the 

other hand, it simply means that God can still work in and through families where things 

are less than perfect.  A family mess doesn’t prevent God from doing great things. 

Take Hannah for instance.  She lived in a polygamous household.  We know polygamy 

was culturally acceptable back in the Old Testament.  Why?  It produced more children 

who provided labor and assured the continuation of the family line.  Right or wrong, 

numerous children became a symbol of status and wealth.  Also, many young men were 

killed in the frequent wars that were fought, so polygamy allowed more women to have 

families, children, and economic security.  Be that as it may, polygamy is never 

endorsed in Scripture.  God made His will regarding marriage very early on and 

abundantly clear in the second chapter of the Bible.  “A man leaves his father and 

mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.” (Gen. 2:24 NLT)   
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While it’s not the focus of Hannah’s story, we can clearly see why polygamy creates its 

own inherent problems.  Elkanah, Hannah’s husband, had two wives.  He loved Hannah 

best, but she was unable to have children for many years.  His other wife, Penninah 

probably knew her husband loved Hannah more than her and became jealous.  So, she 

resorted to taunting and humiliating Hannah over her infertility.  After all, children in that 

culture were considered the ultimate sign of God’s favor as well as economic security.  

To be childless was considered a judgment or curse by God.   It was probably a pretty 

toxic, dysfunctional family, yes?  But God was still present and active!  And eventually a 

great man of God – Samuel – came out of that dysfunctional home. 

Eunice and Lois’ story is different, but just as instructive.  Another Scripture about 

Timothy’s family of origin is interesting.  “Paul went first to Derbe and then to Lystra, 

where there was a young disciple named Timothy.  His mother was a Jewish believer, 

but his father was a Greek.”   (Acts 16:1 NLT)  Most scholars conclude that Timothy’s 

father died when he was very young.  So, it’s likely Eunice was a single mother.  It also 

explains why Paul even mentioned Lois, his grandmother, over in 2 Timothy at all.  It’s 

likely Eunice had to work outside of the home because she was single which meant Lois 

became Timothy’s primary caregiver for a significant portion of his childhood.   

Whatever the actual situation, this wasn’t a “normal” family.  Timothy’s father had no 

spiritual influence on his son either because he was dead or because he never became 

a believer.  But Eunice and Lois saw that as a challenge to meet rather than an excuse 

to do nothing.  They faithfully and effectively communicated their strong faith in Jesus to 

Timothy.  I want to say to any and every single parent in our midst today or any parent 

whose spouse has no use for Jesus, “God bless you!”  God is for you and not against 

you!  I know you wish things were different.  I know you long for a better spiritual 

environment for your kids or grandkids.  But don’t think for one minute that any kind of 

family dysfunction or mess is an obstacle to a good and gracious God!  Lois and Eunice 

helped to produce a great man of God, Timothy.  Like them, you, too, can pass on the 

life giving message of Jesus effectively.  Never underestimate the far-reaching effects of 

just one godly parent or grandparent in the life of a child.   Make the most of any 

opportunity to show them Jesus, no matter how dysfunctional your home might be!   

Many of you know both my first marriage and Cheryl’s first marriage ended in divorce.  It 

was and still is the most painful life event I’ve gone through to date.  Some of the 

greatest agony I felt was hearing about all the negative effects divorce would have on 

my two children.  You know all the stories, the statistics, and the studies.  In the midst of 

all the agony and anxiety I felt, God gave me a verse that burned its way into my heart 

and mind.  Has God ever done that for you?  In some great life crisis, He impresses a 

specific Scripture on you as a promise, a comfort, or a word from Him.   Isaiah 65:23 

(NET) says, “They will not work in vain, or give birth to children that will experience 

disaster.  For the LORD will bless their children and their descendants.”   

I know there’s different ways to interpret that verse, but I also know how God imprinted 

His Word on me.  “They” are people who belong to God.  By grace, Cheryl and I are two 
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of those people – two children of God, two blood-bought followers of Jesus.  Our efforts 

– our “work” to pass on a genuine faith to our children - will not be in vain.  There is no 

greater “disaster” they could ever face in this life than to be spiritually lost for all eternity.  

No, we claim the promise right there that the Lord will bless our children and our 

grandchildren.  Bless them by helping them to live into the godly heritage given to them.  

I pray that verse often over my kids and grandkids.  I remind God of His promise often.  

I was given a godly heritage by my parents and grandparents, and absolutely nothing 

means more to me than to see that godly heritage passed on effectively to my kids and 

grandkids.  It means everything.  I must have that!  And by God’s grace, I will have that.  

Quickly, here’s a final observation from Hannah, Lois and Eunice. 

WE CONTINUALLY ENTRUST OUR DESCENDANTS TO GOD. 

Hannah understood all we have and receive is on loan from God – even our kids!  Yes, 

earlier than most of us, she discovered the greatest joy of being a parent is giving your 

child fully and freely back to God.  She entered motherhood prepared to do right then 

what all parents must do eventually – let go of their kids and entrust them to God.   

Although emotionally painful, there’s no greater joy than to release and entrust our 

children to God - even if it means being physically separated from them like Hannah. 

Whatever became of Samuel?   Because of his mother, Hannah, Samuel had both a 

good start and an early start in the things of God.  He became a great man of God.  He 

was the last of the judges and the first to serve as both priest and prophet during the 

reigns of King Saul and King David.  Whatever became of Timothy?  You’ll find Paul 

mentioned Timothy as the co-sender of six of his letters in your New Testament.  

Timothy became the son Paul never had – a vital partner in life and ministry.  Lois and 

Eunice’s years of spiritual preparation resulted in a much loved and much valued 

spiritual leader.  Entrust your descendants to God and then observe what God can do. 

I also want to speak a word of encouragement to faithful parents and grandparents here 

today who did so much right and so much intentionally to pass on their faith to their kids 

and grandkids, but some of them aren’t following Jesus today.  I know many of you here 

today are dealing with that great heartache.  Sadly, it happens.  It’s another one of 

those mysteries in life I don’t understand.  Some parents do almost everything right, but 

their kids reject Jesus.  Others parents do almost everything wrong, and their kids know 

and follow Jesus.  Stay at it.  Keep on praying.  If you don’t pray for those lost kids and 

grandkids, who will?  Keep on looking for those divine opportunities to welcome those 

prodigals back home to Jesus.  Never, ever give up.  All godly parents and 

grandparents can do is teach and model to their descendants the way in which they 

should go.  It wasn’t Eunice or Lois that brought Timothy to actual faith in Jesus despite 

all their efforts and instruction.  It was Paul who got to do that.  Nevertheless, their work 

of preparation was vital.  As Scripture teaches, some plant spiritually, some water, some 

harvest, but God does the work.   Keep on being a joy-filled, faithful follower of Jesus 

before those lost kids and grandkids.  Trust God to do His work in their lives His way 

and in His time.  Keep on entrusting your kids and grandkids to God every day.     
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Four pastors were standing around talking.  As often happens, the conversation drifted 

to shop talk.  Which Bible translation did each prefer?  “I prefer the old King James 

Version,” said one pastor.  “I love its eloquent use of the English language.”  A second 

pastor claimed no Bible could match the New American Standard Bible version for its 

faithfulness to the original Hebrew and Greek text.  “That might be true,” said the third 

pastor.  “But I prefer the New International Version because it’s easy to read and 

sounds more contemporary.”  A thoughtful period of silence followed.  Then, the fourth 

pastor said, “I like my mom’s translation the best.”  The other three pastors were 

surprised and said to him, “Oh, really?  We didn’t know your mother translated the 

Bible!”  “Well, yes, she sure did,” he replied.  “She translated it into her daily life, and it 

was through her translation that I came to faith in Jesus.”   

Hannah, Eunice, and Lois understood the immense value of a godly heritage.  Do you?  

If you’ve been given one, pass it on.  Don’t drop the baton!  Pass it on!  If you weren’t 

raised in a home where Jesus was loved and the Bible taught, it’s now your task in life 

to start a godly heritage for your descendants.  Don’t drop the baton.  Pass it on!   


