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LOT & HIS WIFE:  THE TRAGEDY OF LOVING THE WORLD                  GENESIS 19 

I need to begin today’s message with an important correction.  Last week I closed my 

message with a story about Tommy Dorsey.  The death of his wife and one day old son 

prompted him to write the well-known Gospel song, “Precious Lord, Take My Hand.”  I 

put up this picture of Tommy Dorsey, who was indeed a well know jazz musician, in the 

first half of the 20th century.  But it was the wrong Tommy Dorsey!  This is Thomas A. 

Dorsey, who was a well-known Gospel musician, also primarily in the first half of the 

20th century.  The story I told about him was accurate, but I had the wrong Thomas or 

Tommy Dorsey!  My apologies for getting that wrong, and my thanks to JoEllen 

Landman for bringing it to my attention.   

We’re considering one hit wonders!  That phrase refers to musical artists who produced 

just one well-known, popular song which made it on to the US top 40 record chart, but 

then never produced another comparable hit.  In a way, the Bible has one hit wonders, 

too.  It’s full of many different characters.  Some are major characters:  Abraham, 

Moses, David, Peter, Paul, and above all, Jesus.  But many, many more are minor, 

obscure characters.  And they and their stories are in the Bible for a reason.  The Bible 

itself provides this explanation, “These things happened to them as examples for us.  

They were written down to warn us who live at the end of the age.”  (1 Cor. 10:11 NLT)  

Despite their obscurity, we can learn much from these men and women.  They have 

something to teach us about God, about life, and about what it means to follow Jesus.   

Today, we’re going to consider the tragic story of Lot and his wife.  Her name is never 

revealed in Scripture.  Lot was the nephew of Abraham, one of the Bible’s major 

characters, but Lot himself was kind of a one hit wonder.  If you’re a follower of Jesus, 

you need to know their story.  Why?  Because they provide an incredible illustration of 

the power of one of your deadliest spiritual enemies: the world.  Some of Scripture’s one 

hit wonders provide positive spiritual examples we need to follow; others, however, are 

negative examples we need to avoid.   Lot and his wife fall into the latter category.   

Now, before we look at Lot and his wife’s story, I need to say something about this 

spiritual enemy, the world.  Every follower of Jesus has three great enemies that want to 

destroy your relationship with God.  The first one is the devil or Satan.  Yes, he does 

exist and he doesn’t care if you believe in his existence or not.  All the better to impact 

your life negatively if you don’t even acknowledge him.  The second great enemy you 

and I have is our own fallen, sinful nature.  Every human being has a natural, inward 

bent against or away from God.  And it doesn’t just disappear when you become a 

follower of Jesus.  We have to learn how to make it submit and surrender to the Holy 

Spirit who now indwells us.  The Bible says we have one more major spiritual enemy:  

the world.  The Bible uses that word “world” in different ways.  It can refer to the 

physical planet on which we live.  That’s not our enemy.  God created the Earth and 

said it is very good.  The world in Scripture can also refer to the people who live on 

planet Earth who God loved so much He sent His Son to die for them.  God so loved the 

world – lost people – He sent Jesus.  The people of this world are not our enemy either.     
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So, what does the Bible mean by presenting the world as an enemy?  We’ve all heard 
people talk about “the world of politics,” “the world of sports,” or “the world of business.”  
We know then it refers to an invisible, but very real, organized system of some kind.  
The world is a highly complex, spiritual network of anti-God beliefs and approaches to 
life and living that has invaded every human being and every human structure on the 
planet.  It pervades all of human life at every level.  It includes methods, values, goals, 
ideologies, and strategies.  But it’s also infected every human institution:  politics, 
economics, business, education, sports – anything and everything.  I think the single 
best Scriptural definition of the world in this one, “Do not love this world nor the things it 
offers you, for when you love the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you.  
For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for everything we 
see, and pride in our achievements and possessions.  These are not from the Father, 
but are from this world.” (1 Jo. 2:15-16 NLT)  On the surface, much of the world, in this 
sense, doesn’t look evil or dangerous at all.  In fact, it looks pretty normal.  Attractive 
and harmless even.  But it has the power to kill you spiritually.   

Why?  Here’s four key facts about your enemy, the world.  It has a prince who is the 
devil, or Satan, himself.  Jesus said, “Now is the time for judgment on this world; now 
the prince of this world will be driven out.” (Jo. 12:31 NIV)  The world is manipulated by 
the devil himself who doesn’t want you to know he’s the one pulling the strings.  
Elsewhere, Scripture says, “The world around us is under the control of the evil one.” (1 
Jo. 5:19 NLT)  The world has a philosophy.  The Bible refers to it as “the spirit of this 
world… the wisdom of this world.” (1 Cor. 2:12, 3:19 NIV)   It’s utterly hostile to God, His 
standards, and His will.  It completely rejects the Lord Jesus Christ – who He is and 
what He did.  The world has a purpose.  It wants to draw people away from Jesus 
however and whenever it can – even those who belong to Him.  Jesus said, “‘If the 
world hates you, remember that it hated me first.’” (Jo. 15:8 NLT)   

And the world has a people.  Notice a distinction Jesus made, “‘And it is true that the 
children of this world are more shrewd in dealing with the world around them than are 
the children of the light.’” (Lk. 16:8 NLT)  Anyone who is not a follower of Jesus is, by 
definition, a child of this world.  Now, that doesn’t make him or her an enemy.  We are 
called to love them, not hate them.  We are called to build relationships with them so 
they can see Jesus and hear about Him through us.  We aren’t called to shun them.  
But here’s something critical to understand.  The people of this world will never 
understand followers of Jesus or love us.  Not unless or until they are born again by the 
Spirit of God.   We just don’t make any sense to them.  At best, the people of this world 
will tolerate and put up with us.  At worst, they will hate and persecute us.   

Lot and his wife might well be the best example in Scripture of what can happen to a 
follower of Jesus – you or me - who decides to love this world.  You are inviting tragedy 
into your life.  Worldliness is when a follower of Jesus just goes along with this ungodly, 
satanically controlled system of ungodly values, attitudes, and behavior we’re born into.  
When we buy into all of that at some level, fail to discern it, thoughtlessly fall into it, 
become loyal to it, or perceive no danger in it – that’s when we’ve become worldly.  
Worldliness is just going along with the world!  That’s what happened to Lot and his 
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wife.  In my study for this message, I found and adapted a great outline of their story by 
another pastor that I want to share with you just now because it reveals so clearly why 
the world is such a formidable enemy.   First of all, you and I need to face the fact that… 

THE WORLD WILL COURT ME. 

Lot became almost as wealthy and prosperous as his uncle, Abraham.  They were 

ranchers with vast herds and flocks of livestock.  It got to the point where they needed 

to go their separate ways, because they both needed a lot of open, available grazing 

land for their animals.  So, one day Abraham made a very generous offer to Lot.  They 

looked out over the land of Canaan together and he said, “Lot, you pick one section of 

the land and I’ll go the opposite direction.”  From his vantage point, Lot could see clearly 

that the most fertile, well-watered country was the Jordan Valley.  Scripture says it was 

like a garden.  He quickly decided on that part of the country and blissfully overlooked 

the inherent danger hiding in it.  The Bible says, “So Abram settled in the land of 

Canaan, and Lot moved his tents to a place near Sodom and settled among the cities of 

the plain.”  (Gen. 13:12 NLT)  Sodom was a city that was about the most wicked, 

ungodly community imaginable as we will see in a few moments.  But Lot ignored that 

fact because he couldn’t resist the temptation of greed.  He wanted more. 

How many of you have discovered that the devil knows your weaknesses?  Sure, he 

does!  He doesn’t waste his time tempting you in areas where you’re strong.  But, if you 

struggle with dishonesty, lust, pride, racism, despising poor people, fits of anger, 

materialism, gossip, or abusing drugs or alcohol, guess where he tempts you?   Do you 

know your weaknesses?  Do you know your Achilles’ heel, so to speak?  Lot’s 

weakness was greed.  He had a problem with coveting.  God had already made him 

fabulously wealthy, but Lot wanted more.  He saw an opportunity to get even richer – 

more cattle, more sheep, more camels – and he took it even when it meant putting him 

right next to a city full of people determined to oppose God, His standards, or His will.   

Some of us here today have the same weakness as Lot.  Greed.  We’ve bought into the 

American myth that we have the right to make all the money we can.  No, you don’t!  

Not if you’re a follower of Jesus.  My friend, if you make money the goal of your life – 

and you put all your time and energy into that pursuit – here’s what will happen.  You 

will never spend the appropriate time and energy you should studying Scripture and 

developing your prayer life, or sharing Jesus with spiritually lost people, or using your 

spiritual gifts to help build God’s Kingdom.  You’ll probably neglect your family as well, 

because you’ve made money, or wealth, or possessions your god.  It’s not as if God is 

against riches or wealth.  After all, Abraham was richer than Lot and God never 

condemned him for it!  It’s about your priorities.  You need to meditate on something 

Jesus said and figure out how to live it out, “‘Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, 

and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.’” (Mt. 6:33 NLT)   

Learn a lesson from Lot.  The world will court you.  It will flirt with you.  It will entice you.  

It knows very well what you find attractive, and that’s where it will attack you. It will get 
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you to minimize, rationalize away, and excuse your weaknesses.  I’m sure Lot and his 

wife discussed the pros and cons of living so close to Sodom and came to the 

conclusion Sodom was no great threat to their lives after all.  They could handle it.  But 

they couldn’t.  They put themselves in a place they should have avoided and they paid 

the price for their foolishness.  The world will court you and me.  Secondly … 

THE WORLD WILL CONFORM ME. 

The Bible records a most interesting physical progression by Lot and his wife.  They 

went from living near Sodom in Genesis 13 to living right in the city of Sodom by the 

time you get to Genesis 19.  Some Bible scholars believe that was about a 16 year 

period of time.  The world will do it as gradually as necessary, but its goal is to conform 

you to its values.  God had decided that Sodom’s wickedness and evil was so great, He 

was going to utterly destroy it.  Most scholars think He used an earthquake which 

released the natural gas, sulphur, and rock salt already in that area into the atmosphere 

causing a cataclysmic event that obliterated the city and all of its inhabitants.  How 

exactly God destroyed Sodom is less important than the fact He destroyed it.  

Archaeologists tell us Sodom’s ruins lie under the waters of the Dead Sea today. 

But, before God sent that awful judgment, He had decided to rescue Lot and his family.  

The Bible says, “That evening the two angels came to the entrance of the city of 

Sodom.  Lot was sitting there, and when he saw them, he stood up to meet them.”  

(Gen. 19:1 NLT)  That means more than Lot was just hanging out at Sodom’s front door 

browsing the Internet on his phone!  In the ancient world, to sit at the entrance gate into 

a city, meant you were a government official.  You were a part of the city council.  

Notice the progression.  Lot had moved from living near Sodom, to living in Sodom, to 

becoming a solid citizen of Sodom, to becoming a Sodom VIP.  Oh, and notice how 

Lot’s relationship with the inhabitants of Sodom had changed, too.  When some of them 

came to attack the two angels in his home, how did Lot address them?  “‘Please, my 

brothers,’ he begged, ‘don’t do such a wicked thing.’” (Gen. 19:7 NLT)  Lot had gone 

from being a stranger to the people of Sodom, to a neighbor of the people of Sodom, to 

– now – calling them his brothers.  Hmmm.  The world will conform you and me.   

The Bible warns us about being conformed to the attitudes, values, priorities, mindset, 

and behavior of this world.  It will do it gradually, but effectively.  If you don’t resist it 

intentionally and consciously, you will get conformed, shaped, and molded without your 

even being aware of it.  “Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own mold, 

but let God re-mold your minds from within, so that you may prove in practice that the 

plan of God for you is good, meets all his demands and moves towards the goal of true 

maturity.” (Rom. 12:2 Phillips)  The world will conform you and me.  Third… 

THE WORLD WILL CORRUPT ME. 

It’s time to read one of the ugliest chapters in the entire Bible.  I feel a little like those 

folk on TV when they warn you that the story they’re about to show you has graphic 

content.  But this is God’s Word, so it’s in the Bible for a reason.  (Genesis 19)  The 
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story speaks for itself, doesn’t it?  It’s just a sordid, horrible, train wreck of a story.  

Observe with me that when Lot got into Sodom, then Sodom got into Lot.  If you allow 

yourself to get into this world – its values, its priorities, its agenda – the world will get 

into you.  This was a man, his wife, and his daughters who had lost their moral compass 

entirely.  In the midst of a great crisis, they made a series of ungodly choices.  The 

sexual perverts of Sodom wanted to attack those two angels.  Lot knew that was a great 

crime, so he offered to let them rape his two daughters instead.  True, in ancient culture 

you protected your guests at any cost, but that was Lot’s strategy?  True, his daughters 

got Lot so drunk he didn’t know what was going on, but where was his self-control?  

True, his daughters had sex with Lot out of desperation regarding their future, not out of 

lust, but, apparently, neither Lot nor his wife had ever taught them the basic differences 

between right and wrong.  The world corrupted Lot, his wife, and their family. 

The world can get so into you that you don’t want to leave it - even to save your own 

life.  Lot had so blended into the sinful culture of his day that he didn’t want to leave it. 

When it became abundantly clear God’s judgment was about to fall, Lot still hesitated, 

dithered, and wrung his hands to the point the two angels had to get him and his family 

out of the city physically.  “When Lot still hesitated, the angels seized his hand and the 

hands of his wife and two daughters and rushed them to safety outside the city, for the 

LORD was merciful.” (Gen. 19:16 NLT)  Apparently, Lot’s wife wasn’t sure about leaving 

Sodom even then.  “But Lot’s wife looked back as she was following behind him, and 

she turned into a pillar of salt.” (Gen. 19:26 NLT)  I believe she was deliberately 

following Lot as slowly as possible, looking back longingly again and again at all she 

was leaving behind in Sodom.  Her home.  Her friends.  Her comfortable life.  Finally, 

whatever God used to destroy Sodom caught up with Mrs. Lot, killed her, encrusting 

and entombing her body in a deluge of salt.  We can’t move forward with God as long 

as we’re holding onto pieces of our old lives longingly.  Even Jesus saw a mighty 

warning in her life.  When He was speaking about the certainty of His own return and of 

God’s judgment, He said, “‘Remember what happened to Lot’s wife!  If you cling to your 

life, you will lose it, and if you let your life go, you will save it.’”  (Lk. 17:32-33 NLT)  That 

brings me to a final observation about this often attractive, but deadly enemy, the world. 

THE WORLD WILL COST ME. 

If loving this world doesn’t cost you and me our relationship with God, it will cost us our 

fellowship with Him.  Was Lot truly a child of God?  Will we share eternity with Lot in 

Heaven one day?  Never once in Scripture are we told of anything Lot did that might be 

described as God-pleasing, noble-minded, or self-sacrificial.  I would say there’s no way 

Lot’s in Heaven if it weren’t for these verses over in the New Testament.  “Later, God 

condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and turned them into heaps of ashes.  

He made them an example of what will happen to ungodly people.  But God also 

rescued Lot out of Sodom because he was a righteous man who was sick of the 

shameful immorality of the wicked people around him.  Yes, Lot was a righteous man 

who was tormented in his soul by the wickedness he saw and heard day after day.”  (2 

Pt. 2:6-8 NLT)  Now, by referring to Lot as “righteous” there, Peter wasn’t saying Lot 
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was a godly man with a great character.  He believed, however, that Lot had been made 

right with God.  Lot belonged to God.  Lot was a part of God’s family.  On the basis of 

that passage I’m forced to conclude that, yes, Lot will be in Heaven.  Scripture doesn’t 

say anything about his wife and daughters, but it’s pretty clear about Lot himself.   

Nevertheless, I can’t believe Lot had any kind of meaningful fellowship with God during 

the Sodom-dominated years of his life.  Sure, his conscience was offended by what he 

witnessed living in Sodom, but not enough to get up and leave the place until God 

forced his hand.  Something like that can happen to you and me.  What used to offend 

and outrage us about the sinful culture we live in years ago, makes us just shrug now.  

How could God have been real to Lot during those years?  Is God real to you, my 

friend?  If not, could one reason be that while you entered into a relationship with Him 

years ago, there’s been very little meaningful fellowship with Him for quite a while?  One 

theologian put it like this, “Lot was the father of all such as are scarcely saved.”  

(Alexander Whyte)  Scarcely saved.  Does that describe you and your relationship with 

God?  I guess it’s possible to get into Heaven by the skin of your teeth, but do you really 

want Lot to be the example you follow in this life?  Scarcely saved.  

Here’s something else the world does.  It costs you and me our reputation and our 

witness.  Lot and his family had no discernible influence on the people of Sodom, but 

Sodom sure had an influence on them.  When Lot rebuked the sexual perverts who 

wanted to attack the angels, how did they respond?  “‘Stand back!’ they shouted. ‘This 

fellow came to town as an outsider, and now he’s acting like our judge!  We’ll treat you 

far worse than those other men!’  And they lunged toward Lot to break down the door.” 

(Gen. 19:9 NLT)  They had no respect for Lot.  Why should they?  Just as telling was 

the reaction of his daughters’ fiancés.  “So Lot rushed out to tell his daughters’ fiancés, 

‘Quick, get out of the city!  The LORD is about to destroy it.’  But the young men thought 

he was only joking.” (Gen. 19:14 NLT)   They didn’t see Lot as having any credibility 

when it came to the Lord.  Why should they?  He’d lived so contentedly among ungodly 

people that he was no longer a believable witness for God.  Lot and his wife had been 

totally compromised by the world.  It cost them their reputation and their witness.   

They had no godly impact or influence on anyone.  They made themselves utterly 

useless to God.  I don’t know how it’s going to be in Heaven.  Will we remember how 

well we followed Jesus in this life?  Will we recall if we succeeded or failed at it?  I know 

it’s all about God’s grace in the end, but I also know I don’t want to get to Heaven and 

find out I was one of those “scarcely saved” or one of those – like Lot, frankly – who lost 

any opportunity to witness for Jesus because I was in love with the world.  Lot had been 

given so much.  A godly heritage.  A godly example in his uncle, Abraham.  Material 

blessings provided by God.  But he squandered all of it.  I know I don’t want to end up 

like Lot and his wife.  How about you?  Christian, don’t be fooled!  This world looks like it 

will last forever, but let me close with this Scripture ringing in our ears like a mighty bell, 

“And this world is fading away, along with everything that people crave.  But anyone 

who does what pleases God will live forever.”  (1 Jo. 2:17 NLT)   
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How many of you have visited the Grand Canyon?  It’s one of the most beautiful, 
interesting places on the planet.  It can also be deadly.  How do most of those deaths 
occur? Air crashes account for the largest number of deaths at the Grand Canyon. 
Others have died rafting the Colorado River at the bottom of the canyon. Some have 
died of dehydration or heat stroke hiking the trails.  Still others have taken their own 
lives.  But a number of people have gone over the edge and fallen to their death through 
their own carelessness.  To be more specific, they ignored posted warnings and 
confidently walked out on to dangerous precipices where they didn’t belong. 

Like, back in 1992 when a 38-year-old father jokingly tried to frighten his teenage 

daughter by leaping on to a guard wall as a joke.  He flailed his arms as he pretended to 

lose his balance.  Then he pretended to fall over the edge, but then land on a ledge he 

assumed was safe.  But sadly, he lost his footing and fell 400 feet to his death.  Then in 

2012, an 18-year-old woman who was hiking on the North Rim Trail decided to venture 

off the beaten path to have her picture taken at a spot known as Inspiration Point.  As 

she sat down on a ledge the rocks gave way, and she plummeted to her death. 

These deaths weren’t just tragic; they were also completely avoidable.  The Grand 
Canyon is beautiful beyond description, but it’s also deadly.  Just like the world.  It’s the 
beautiful, deadly enemy of your soul.  It will court you, conform you, corrupt you, and 
cost you.  God has put out abundant warning signs.  Lot and his wife are just one of 
those warnings.  This is what can happen to you, if you’re not careful and if you’re not 
on your guard.  As Jesus said, “He who was ears to hear, let him hear.”   

 

 

 


